DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE : .

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
WASHINGTON..D.C. 20204

April 13, 1970

Mr, Jule Gorden, Chairman

The Committes of the rrogrcscive
Dye Industry

Reem 510-11

60 Rast 42nd ltmt

New York, N.Y. 10017

-’ o

Bosry ‘ho Gordonm:
We regret the delay in replying to your letter of February 3, 1970,

The Feod and Drug Ad-ﬁnistrjtion, as part of {ts continuing progranm,
has receatly started some work on the skin penetration of lead., The
industry will be kept advised of any significant developments in &ur
work, -

Ve belisved it was undcrstood at our conference on May 5, 1969 that no
Pood and Drug Administration commitments could be made at that time as
to the safety of lead hair dyes or the adequacy of Dr, Kehoe's work as
a suppert ef safety of such products, ~

¥e also stated we would evaluate safety upon receipt of s petition and
advise the petitioner if further information is needed, Our evaluation
of safety at that time will be dependent upon all information and data
available whether eonpiled by the petitioner or the Food and Drug :
Administration, :

pivigion of Colors and Cosmetics
Office of Foods and Nutritional Sciences
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- You will recall that Mr, Ivan Combe and I, along with Dr. xohoc; :

e Chaiman.

February 3, 1970
Kenneth A. Freeman, FD .-
Direotor of the Division of Color )
Certification and Evalustion ‘
Dept. of Health, Education & Welfare
Yood & Drug Administration h
Washington, D.C, 20204

Dear Dr-. Freemans

met with mexbers of your department on May 5, 19% to discuss
the report on the ressarch of Dr. Kehoe relating to possible
absorption of lead in ths use of lsad acetate hair dyes,

At the ocanelusion of the meeting, there appsared to be ng
unanswersd questions about Dr. Kehoe's work and the eonclusions
he drew from it, and we were-advised as to how Lo proceed with
the preparation of a Potition. Accordingly, we have set the

in wotion for cur industry group to file such a Petitionm.

Bow wo have just learned from a source in the Toilet Goodes Assccia-
tion that in meetings held in July and Lecember, & member of the
FDA scientific staff indicated that an FLA sponsored study of

lead acetate dyes for possible ahsorptlon was.lwing undertsken.

Sinoe our research by & man of Dr, Kehoe's xature has bsen
costly for a group of small voluse manufacturers, and the
preparation of a Petition and the filing thareof involved
oonsiderable added expsnse, we naturslly would like to be
informed of any developments in the thinkinmg of your poopla
which might affect our poeaition.

I think you know that we stand raesdy tc cooperate with you ~ '
and your staff in every way possible, as ve hsve in the past, - -
and wo are grateful for the helpful comsideration which we - -
have received.
We shall look forward to your:reply.

. : Sincerely yours,

COMMITIEER OF THY PR0OORKSSIW
HAIR DY:. INDUSTRY - -

JULE JORDON -




