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Over the past several months we have had a nurber of inquiries that
asked the question, "Is asbestos a carcinogen? -Further probing brought out
the fact that the question concerned a recent OSHA regulation {copy attached)..
where carcinogen is defined as any of fourteen specific substances included
in a given list or any mixture containing one percent or more of these .
substances by weight. The fourteen substances are organic compounds’ and do- -
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Obviously, asbestcs is not 2 carcinogen under this definition or urder
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tases, a written confirmation is requasted. A form chest to provide such 2
confirmation is attached. You may use this as approprizte. Do not change ary .
wqrdipgﬁgjthou; prior approval of our Law Depariment. e

As you know, the answer to the same question in the broad sense is
not as clear-cut. Medical opinion varies across the broad range from:

1. Asbestos 15 a very dangerous carcinogen to

2. Under certain exposure conditions certain types of asbestos
may be ‘cdrcinogenicy ~ )

You have an cbligation not to mislead or misrepresent the irue
situation to the cusicmer. Use vour best Jjudgment as to hcwy deteiled an
answer should be provided, : - : T
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Dear Mr. :

This is in reply to your 1etter of

Our asbestos does not contain any of the materials listed on page
20074 of Federal Register, Vol. 38, No. 144 - Friday, July 27, 1973 nor any

derivatives of those materials nor-any potential for degrading to form one
of the listed materials or their derivatives.

Please contact if you have any questions.

Very truly yours,
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