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C O N FID EN TIA L

M r . Jo h n  M . C am p bell 

T e c h n ic a l D ir e c to r , R e s e a r c h  S ta ff 
G e n e ra l M otors C o rp o ra tio n  

B o x  188 , N orth  End S tatio n  

D e tro it  2 , M ich igan

D e a r  M r . .C a m p b e ll: .

I have not h eard  anything about the sta tu s o f th e g e n e ra l p ro p o sa l w hich 

I  m ad e to you (with D r . A . W esley  H orton) som e tim e  ag o , o r  o f any 

c o n s id e ra tio n  w hich m ay  have been  g iven  to it  by the A utom obile 

M a n u fa c tu re rs  A s s o c ia t io n . I  have u nd erstood  fro m  a  b r ie f  and p assin g  

co n v e rsa tio n  with H orton ( I1 ve b e en  in  and out of the L a b o ra to ry  so m uch 

la te ly ,  th at I1 ve been  unable to ta lk  with any o f m y s ta ff  about anything but 

b a r e  e s s e n t ia ls )  th at th e  A m e ric a n  P e tro le u m  In stitu te  group has h a d  som e 

id ea  of in te re s tin g  the A . M . A . in  so m e of i t s  e ffo r ts  in  th is  d ire c tio n .

T h is  gave m e som e c o n c e rn , s in c e  the M ed ica l A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee  to  the 

A . P . I. has had a  g re a t  d eal of tro u b le  getting beyond a su rv ey  of the 

l i t e r a tu r e  (which has b een  done fa ir ly  co m p re h e n siv e ly  by o th e rs  and does 

n ot need  d u p lica tio n ).

It  is  n et m y pu rp ose to h e ck le  you, but s in c e  I cou ld n 't attend the m eetin g  

a t S lo a n -K e tte r in g , and have taken  no a ctio n  in  th is  m a tte r  m y s e lf , it 

o c c u r s  to m e th at i f  th e re  is  anything w hich !  should do now, o r  plan to do 

la t e r ,  to b rin g  m a tte r s  to som e kind o f a d e c is io n , I* d lik e  to  know about 

i t .  I  am  su re  th at th is  p ro b lem  is  in  fo r  a  lo t o f d isc u ss io n  and fo r  in v e s t !-  

g a tio n . I am  g re a tly  co n ce rn e d  le s t  what w ill be done w ill muddy the w aters 

s t i l l  fu r th e r , r a th e r  than c la r i fy  th em , and I  have not b e en  im p re sse d  by the 

type of th in id n g f^a t is  going on in a  n u m ber o f c i r c l e s .  l a m  m o re  than a 

l i t t le  d istu rb ed /so m e in fo rm a tio n  obtained  in W ashington a fe.v days ago 
w hich in d ica te s  th at D r. K u ep er o f the N ational In stitu te s  o f H ealth is  on 

th e  point o f being the guiding hand in  the e ffo r ts  o f th e  F e d e r a l G overnm ent 
in  th is  m a tte r .  I m en tion  th is  in  co n fid en ce  and not fo r  quotation and so  I 

h ave m ark ed  th is  co n fid e n tia l. X f ir m ly  b e lie v e  th at th e  in d u stry  (o r indus ­

t r i e s )  involved in  th is  would be w ise  to get th e ir  s ig h ts d ire c te d  to  the 
so lu tio n  on th e ir  own beh alf , o f the re la tio n sh ip , i f  an y , o f a ir -p o llu tio n  with

p e tro le u m  h y d ro carb o n s (w ithin c e r ta in  lim its  of m o le c u la r  s iz e  and s tru c tu re ) , 
and p u lm onary  c a n c e r .

In any c a s e ,  it  s e e m s  d e s ira b le  to know w here we a r e  in  th is ,  and to  a s s u r e  

you th at we a r e  not d is in te re s te d  in  th e  ou tcom e of any thought o r  a c tio n  

w hich is  being ta k e n .

S in c e r e ly  y o u rs , N 6765
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