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PRESZNTATION TO

ERIZ COUNTY AIR PQLLUTION CONTROL DIVISION
September 25, 1975

My name is John L. Myers. I am Marketing Manager for Union Carbide's asbestgs
products with offices in Niagara Falls, N.Y. I have been involved with Union
Carbide’s asbestos business since 1966; and, since 1972 when the QSHA (Cecupa-
tional Safety and Health Admieistration-Department of Labor) asbestos standards
were published, I have also been heavily involved with federal, state, and
local regulatory activities concerning asbestos. Ife presented testimony at
the OSHA hearings on the asbestos standard in 1972; and I served as an industry
representative on a committee to develap the federal EPA (Environmenta} Protection
Agency) asbestos standards, which were promulgated in 1973. Asbestos standards
are now being doveloped especially for the construction industry and I attended
and presented testimony at a two-day hearing in Washington last week.

With me tonight is Dr. H.B. Rhodes, my Technology Manager. One of his main
responsibilities is to supervise the air monitoring service which we offer to
our customers. Or. Rhodes is chairman-elect of the technical sub- -committee of
the Asbestos Information Association and is also actively engagad in the
asbestos/health question and regulatary activitias. He attended a symposium in
England last week on asbestos and health and is preparing an article for publica~
tion on the health hazards of asbestos in certain segments of the construction
industry. His training in air samnling and analysis was obtained at special
courses offered by NIOSH (Mational Institute for Qccupational Safety and Health-
Department of Health, Education and Welfare). Dr. Rhodes has also performad

extensive air sampling in connection with the use of asbastos in various comaounds
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which are sorayed on surfacas. This uas dopa o substansiate our FOs1tion thas
relatively low levals of dsbestos can bz used in many progucts which, upon soray-
ing, do not cause any significant amount o asbestos dust. At your discratcion,

we can send this supoarting information to you in the next several days.

fireproofing or insulation materials; and, in fact, neither does anyone else.
Asbestos has essentially been eliminated from such products because of the
attendant potential hazard to workers and the general public.

Qur interest in regulatory actions is tg prevent ambiguity and to avoid the
promulgation of standards which are difficult or impossible to enforce becayse
of their generality. We want to assist in the devalopment of standards which
eliminate or minimize asbastos exposure, but which do not effect an unnecessary
prohibition against the general use of asbestos, especially in products which
present no ultimate hazard to the general public. Following are some excerpted
quotes from a 1971 report of the National Research Council: "At present, there
is no evidence that the small numbers of fibers found in most members of the
general population affect health or longevity.. . .Asbestas is too important in
our technology and economy for its essential yse to be stopped.... Continued use
at minimal risk to the public requires that the major sources of man-made
asbastos emission %nto the atmosphere be defined and controlled.” I think you
would agree that these comments are closaly aligned with mina.

It is my understanding that you are considering legislation with the following
wording: "Mo person shall cause, suffer, permit, or allow surface coating by the
spraying of asbestos or asbestos-containing materials." The spraying of asbestos-

containing materials has received substantia] publicity as a health hazard,

A08793



primarily as the rasult of the extensive yse gf sarayad oroducts fov Tireprooing
and insulation. Industry, sdvernment, and health Sroups have recognized tha:

this practica, which involvad materials containing yn to €0% asbastos with iittle
Or no permanent binder, uas hazardous; and it has besn discontinyed. However, it
Is our belief, supported by the data Previously discussed, that materials contain-
ing relatively small quantities of asbestos and suitable binders can be sprayed
safely and in compliance with existing feders] stan&ards.

We are strongly in favor of legislation which would prohihit the spraying of
asbestos-containing materials for fireproafing and insulation which generate
visible dust emissions ﬁazardous to the public environment. However, the wording
which you have proposed would inadvertently_prohibit the spraying of asbestos-~
containing materials even though they generate no asbestos dust. These applica-
tions would include dutemobile undercoating, roof coating, textured paints,
airplane de-icing, and many others which woyld adversely affect activities
involving thousands of jobs in Erie County.

We therefore propose the following revised wording for your legislation:

"No person shall Cause, suffer, permit, or allow visible emissions of
asbestos dust from the spraying of asbestos-containing materials ysed
for fireproofing and insulation,*

We are confident that the abaove wording will accamplish your purpose, and
ours; and that the safety and health of the general public will not be compromised
or impaired by this revision,

Thank you for your time and attention.

John L. Myers
Union Carbide Carporation
Metals Division
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