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New Brunswick, N.J.
Ju ly  29» 1971

subject:  T a lc  ¿ Asb e s to s,

M r. L . F o s te r

P le a s e  r e f e r  to  y o u r m e m o  of Ju ly  26, 1971.

T he ta lc  u sed  in JOHNSON'S B aby P o w d e r is  obtained  f ro m  a se le c te d  
m in e  in V erm o n t w h e re  th e  o re  c o n s is ts  m a in ly  of p la ty  ta lc  w ith  
only t r a c e  am oun ts of f ib ro u s  m in e ra ls  ( t r e m o li te /a c t in o l i te ) .  I t 
is  f r e e  of c h ry s o t i le  f ib e r s  w hich  m ay  be c a lle d  "p u re  a s b e s to s "  by 
th e  lay m an .

The o re  u n d erg o es  a c a re fu l  pu rify in g  p ro c e s s  w h ich  in c lu d es  a 
3 6 -s te p  w ash ing  p ro c e s s  to  m a x im ize  its  co n ten t of h igh  lu b r ic ity  
p la ty  ta lc  and to  rem o v e  o r  su b s ta n tia lly  red u ce  any t r a c e s  of 
f ib ro u s  m in e ra ls  w hich  m a y  be p re s e n t  in the  u n re fin e d  o re .  The 
re s u lt in g  ta lc  h as  b een  shown by th re e  independen t consu lting  la b o ra ­
to r ie s *  to  con ta in  n eg lig ib le  t r a c e s  of f ib ro u s  m in e ra ls  and no 
c h ry so ti le  f ib e r s .

We w ill be rece iv in g  so m etim e  n ex t w eek  a re p o r t  f ro m  our c o n su ltan t, 
P r o f e s s o r  F . D. P o o ley  of th e  U n iv e rs ity  C o llege  of W ales , M in e ra l 
E xp lo ita tio n  S ection , C a rd iff , G re a t B r ita in . He h a s  co m p le ted  an  
ex h au stiv e  exam in a tio n  of a sam p le  of baby pow der by e le c tro n  
m ic ro sc o p y  and o th e r  so p h is tic a te d  te ch n iq u es . H is o ra l  r e p o r t  is  
th a t i t  co n ta in s  no a s b e s to s .

W. N ashed

W N /cw

* 1. C o lo rado  School of M ines R e se a rc h  In s titu te  (CSMRI):

a) June 30 re p o r t  on JOHNSON'S Baby P o w d e r sam p le  
L o t 3 4 4 -L  and 6 m on th ly  sam p le s  of p u rif ie d  ta lc  
f ro m  th e  V erm on t m in e .

b) Ju ly  7 r e p o r t  on o re  sam p le , ta ilin g s  rem o v ed  in 
th e  p ro c e s s in g  and fin ish e d  p u rif ie d  ta lc .

The CSMRI a n a ly se s  a r e  b a se d  on s ta n d a rd  p e tro g ra p h ic  
and X -ra y  te s t in g  techn ique .
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M r. L. Foster 2 Ju ly  29, 1971

2. R e p o rt f ro m  M cC rone A sso c ia te s , Inc. (July  27, 1971)

re p o rtin g  on th e ir  find ings by e le c tro n  m ic ro sc o p ic  and 
e le c tro n  d iffrac tio n  an a ly s is  of a Baby P o w d er sam p le .

3. R ep o rt f ro m  the  D artm ou th  C ollege Geology D ep artm en t (June 28, 1971)

re p o rtin g  on th e ir  findings of no t r e m o li te ,  g a rn e t, o r 
a sb e s to s  in a  sam ple  of p u rified  ta lc  f ro m  the  V erm ont 
m in e .
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