FILE NAME: Asbestos in India (IND)

DATE: 1981 Mar 23

DOC#: INDOOS

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Times of India Newspaper Article - Flouting of
Asbestos Safeguards Alleged



o,

o e o

| 28 Lghale .. .
tmeé* in- the lght™st the” prevailing
miterest rates,

‘the 1ate of interest
subscribers  should
teasonable return taking into account -
the erosion in the value of the rupee
on the one hand and the iate of
interest on  investments in  deposits
with the public-sector

allowed 1w

and on long term deposits with banks
' H

on the other

As on Marcn 31, 1980, the orga- '
pisation covered 93,094 establish-
ments with 1,046.6 mullion subscrip-
ers. Ther total coutributions amount-
ed to Rs. 6,433.72 crores and invest-
ments Rs, 5,847.37 crores .till March -
31, 1980,

About 70 per cent of the subscrih-
¢rs were contribuling esghy per cent
and the rest 6.25 per cent. Amounis
paid on acconnt  of sett'ement of
claims and advances up to ' March
31, 1980 totalled Rs. 3,003.71 crores.

Orignally the organisation had tos
mvest all the collection in govern-
ment  securities  under the direction
of the Ceniral government. The pe-.
centage of investment in government
securities had been brought

over the years but the interest earn-

Political links with

dacoits under study

KANPUR, March 22 (UND: For
the first time, the antecedents of pro-
minent political leaders jn the dacoit-
infested arcas of Uttar Piadesh are
being scruumised by the police as part
of the anti-dacoity drive, according to
reliable sources.

Already, evidence suggesting possible
finks with dacoits of about half-a-
dozen legislators had been found, they
vaid.

Iy has been widely tuspecied that
several politicians in the Chambal and
Yamuna ravines as well as other affect-
ed regions cultivated and protected
dacoit gangs, but nothing had been
done in this direction so far,

It was recently dis_clo;cd th“at L
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the sole selling agent in qut'Aaia and:
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O large Indian asbestos firms,“A[”ca-

ing with them .are ‘allegedly flout-

. f .
and multi-pationals' collabgrats, _1n¢ British company owns 74 per ¢4

ES

cent of the Bombay company, Inside '}

ing safeguards agaxnst}hhaza_n;ls‘_)pf ‘this plant, only workers in the fluffing

asbestos exposure;’:

It has been established that asbestos
eXposure causes cancer of the lining
of the lung and stringent safeguards ,
aro being enforced  in asbestos facto-
ries in the United Shates, ° -

A US," multinational collaborates
with o factory in*Ahmedabad and a
British multiationsL:twith a Bombay
firm, ) Lo

Abmedabad s lined on, ‘both 'sides by .

ashestos cement waste, " Outside, “un-
treated wasle water is emptied into a
trench piled with solid asbestos waste.
Solid wastes from the plant litter the
neighbourhood houses, ‘Children play
on the wastes, :

The asbestos products of this fac.
tory carry no waming labels, telling
people how to  avoid creating  dust
when they use the pipes and sheets,

The Asbestos International Associa-
tion — an international group of asbes-
tos companies - requires asbestos
companies to carry warning labels,’

The U.S, collaborator of this firm
was sued by thousands of American
workers for not pufting warning labels
on the' asbestos products it sold in the
U.S. until 1964, the TEpOrt says.

The collaborator, which supplied the
Ahmedabad firm with technical know-
how and engineering assistance, owng
shares in the company of which it is

S

" overalls and the workers own
A report in the “New Scientist" - here .

“which "are ‘thus contaminated,;,
down “says that the road to the factory: in"

and carding areas are issued with res. o L
pirators.” Workers are not told about; |

the hazards of asbestos and often do |

. ast 4 3
-Rot wear respirators. They receive nof |

inconvenience 'allowance" “for working ¥} -

in this section, .
The report says even simple “house-.
keeping” measures are not employed¢'

»

in the plant, The floors are dry-swept, . !

The same lockers hbld.!
clothes, g;;.‘
b ‘4

creating dust.’

? Workers undergs -regular medical;‘},
examinations but are not told the. Te- i3
sults. Day labourers who carry away
the waste dust that the ventilation sys- }
tem traps have no protection. They !
are covered with dust, © ' '
"The report concludes : ' “These two r
examples illutrate a  fundamental ,
point. The life-saving medical and engi- ;
neering technology that should be ex« !
ported along with dangerous technolo-L-
gies is often left berind. :
"It is time for res ponsible members
of the business world to step forward
and make a commitment not {o_profit
by such abuses.” |

ot . .

A Y . Ty . 7'/
Excess:

)} -- ) o -7

e
)
:/«
\\

L.



