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Attached Is a copy of an article which sppeared In the Kent

Labor News of February 2, 1974, In which Mr. Peter Bommaritas"
President of the United Rubber Workers, views with alarm the ¥WCM
situation at Goodrich and the other producers. This Is mot Buch
more than a repetition of his comments which appeared In the

Wall Street Journal last month, but addressees may be interested in
the reference to the study being conducted at the University of
North Carolina.
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Occupational Hazards . . .

C T ‘ _ Polyvinyl Chloride

. Asbestos ‘ - 7. URW International President
Internationa] labor standards on the safe wse of ssbestos An insidious receatly recogmized occupational health disease
iid be created as soon as possible, according to a committee has been reported by the B. F. Copdeich’s director of Environ-

§
:

«perts which met at the Intemational Labor Office in ealth, Dr. Mamrice N. Johason.
In the meantime research should be continued into the ways - An extremely high incidence f o rare and deadly liver
vhich asbestos fibres cause injury, said the experts, who  cuncer was found in Goodrich’s Polyvinyl Chloride plant in
swed current knowledge of the effects of asbestos dust and Louisville, Ky. .
ible preventive measures. ) 3 . .
It is well established that exposure to asbestos dust in the livusm rle:&;dh;:.du ha t:cdmmd of :gx""m““ of the
has caused serious diseases, and there is evidence that the employing about 1,200 wo:kem of Ih:c, :mem;-}o wc?r,k‘:rts‘
ifmm“d"w“i‘“htedmmmmw'“de.: could have a direct exposure to chemical agents used in the
The experts underlined the fundamental importance of ‘ ‘in ﬂ‘i u:mof m yl ;b:dé‘;m‘:m'ywmﬂ”m’g l:!ct(l:;nf::tdt:;t
»er monitoring of the working environment to determine those . diagnosed as lngio;ucoma. This physical response has never
Is of asbestos fibre concentration which can lead to asbestosis, - o reported as being related to polyvinyl chloride manufacture.
those which can lead to lung cancer or to mesothelioma, A specific causative agent, as yet, has not been identified,
mmnzerrgsmszreadmg over the surface of the lung and the 'b:: lm""’."!"”dmth"i“yl bloride or other chemicals used n
ention of harmful dust emission is complicated ‘ polymerization of the polyvinyl ehloride resin. .
ofpr;nve wide range of products containing asbestos, and MW nooe of the %‘erGmdghﬁtscg::dmg this
variety of its uses. The use of safer substitute materials is m‘ﬂn“l ‘.“v“‘,?}k"“z’dof"y nited Rubber, » Linoleum
rable. plants iovolved with pm%mmmo' el T’Lmﬁ;
A R e e niziton of mok orocesses | Members of the URW. This recent information could directly
rsonal protection — the experts said a high standard of  AH0ct our membership, as ity impact could be worldwide.
ical supervision should be maintsined to ensure the best .Mymﬁdlppmgchm&kﬁmvﬂll‘betocall.onlmw
ection for exposed workers. They stressed the meed for officials and companies involved with polyvinyl chloride manu-
facture to meet with B. F. Goodrich and the National Institute

rts to corrclate dust exposure to different types of asbestos .
1 the development of symptoms. for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) officials for a

X briefing of the problem.
Thel m!'n f‘:;‘:h:gd] ml athunportan“,yce‘ltf m::ofg;:nﬂ As chairman of the Industrial Union Department’s Health
cing . . and Safety Committee, 1 expect to set up a conference with the
1 within and outside the undertaking. " otk Sional up id
They recomm prepare be involved, and our goal will be to establish an approach to
ua
to

use of asbestos, and issue the report of the meeting to ILO "
nber governments, and through them to employers and Mymhted t:ﬂ:lknhnpactnfdmmonwoxtenmdn
kers, and to all interested organizations. : , , boliey rker protection and moaitoring.
R : i Our membership is immediately being informed of the
. hazard y related to polyvinyl chloride handling and
‘. production, and I have amigned our director of Industrial
o ene, Louis S. Beliczky, to initiate an immediate investigation -
. . -+ --- - 1 to obtain objective data to fully document and define the problem
’ ~ . as it affects our workers.
' . .- As part of our negotiated Joint Occupational Health Program,
oo - the University of North Caroling has already initiated a crash
e ' .. . epidemiological study of the locals involved with, polyvinyl
vy chloride production and more comprehensive investigations will
. . -, bedesigned in the near future.
: " Fast responsible action is mandatory to avert a catastrophe
' in this modern industrial world.
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