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Art Hughes, Admimistrative Ass.stant, Chryiler Desarmment

Fu.:nk Mirer, P-. D., Industrial Hyziene Consuliant
Social Security Departmeny

Chrysler Corporation
Trentona Chemical Plant
Trentoa, Michigan

Local Union 372, Region lA

lnspection: ladustriai Hygiene [aspestion - Asbestos Expesure
Requested by Joint National Commiittee

Date of Inspection: ?m&&&ﬂé

Union

Representatives: Bob Smith, Presiden:, Local Union 372
Gary Pickrell, Safety Representative
Pete Bellich, Committeeman
Dave Peanington, Committeemnan
Dick Claytsn, Chief Steward

Company

_Representatives: Dan Clazer. Corporate Industrial Hygiene

Elmer Lombard, Plaas Safety Supervisor

John Lardie, Personnel Manager {closing conf. oaly)

Tom Lang, Labor Relations Supervisae (closiag conf.
only)

This plaat visit was requested by the Chrysler Department to review,
survey and recomumend sarrestizas of hezlth hazards of ashestos use

at this location.

The day of the visit ¥as surny with a temperatuze in the 50's indicatiag
efficient vertilation conditions ard ample suppiy of coding air for
relief of heat stress.

<~ .
The plaat tour was made with the above Uaioa and Company

representatives.
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Agbestes is uscd .a two locatkins. Inthe Chemical Plan:, -h:h\'
about 100 hously emoloyees., asbestos is an ingredicnt 1n varwoue
sroducts such as sealerss ‘luch greater euantities of asbes:oz are
uscd in the Friction Products Buildiag, with abaut 220 hourly
employees, in the manufacture of brake linings and disc Srake pads.

1. General

According to industrial hygiene reports submitted by the
Corporation and the State of Michigan, iirborne dsdestos

fiber coun?d arc beladFilnFEurremnataadacdys (ihers/cc) at
ail routine éberations euoﬂ,mh-.hié ML“&«

mixer in the Friction Products Plant. A refibutor i
st-Orte Yocatidn. ln a number of aveas the exposure
is-considerably below stancards, This standard is scheduled
to be reduced to 2 fibers/cc in July 1976, and a furiher
reduction to one-half fiber/cc has been proposed. Thia
report and recommendations are not strictly keyed to the
present or proposed law. AT Enc ery and
therefode exposure should by reducCER é Towas possite
it P mensarenients ol NAFY ollpramPyuidelionr. Specific
examples will be cited belov. However, the following
recommendations should be applied throughout the plant.

A, Postiaz
FEELALLLL N

Aﬁb‘éizﬂms where asbe fromme b 25igas8d jato the
air shiinil be postad with sigag whicn say:

Asbestos —_—
Dust Hazazd NN
Avoid Breathing Dust V )

Vrear Assigned Protective g\’

Equipment.
Do Not Remain in Arecd Unless
. Your Work Requires lt.
i Gee e Breathing Asbestos Dust May
T M S omacs < ”g_m_ue Lung Discase o1 Cancerd

e a‘!i ¢ ——

SRR T- TS Lot ‘At"presenf signs to i elizctavgloand in ew tocstions.

They should be present at the storaggemeigh-up 2n iner
- . loading statiens in the casmicagplant where asbestos is
a " ; e &' s 2piceila FE
LT e e e el s man iRgaieRt bl T I Frodects
LI o L Duuaag.
[N ~ ’ ) ~
PN
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B. Containers \}‘}Mk ’) r"?-\'
\ov ° .vf'_. \"
(“ All containers for asbestos, intermediate maces ials, '-"":Q-‘,
;P u} asbestos-coniaminated cluthing or asbestos-contartaing g
'(‘, scrap should be either covered or exhausted and showd
Aﬁ be labeled. This was generally not done wn this plaac.

!.¢ C. Ventilation Indicators
4 Lo

ve &
*“u i~ :, =+ All o:zazasiens with local exhaust.veniilation should have
an indlecator visibleto the operager, which shaws that
veatilation equipment s performingmdequately. Where \
leasible there shauld be ap lateslagk which will preveat .
operation of equipment without ventilation. This should L
be a high priority for bipel presses, grinders and saws.

D. Housekee:i.ns

In general housekevolay needed rmprovemantt, with
accumulations of fallout dust arnd spillage on the Lodige
mixer platiorm, the bipel press area, the grinder areas,
the hammer mill platform, and at a number of other
locations,

This matter was mentioned in both Corgoration,

Stata of Mickizzn and revious VAW ndustrial Ryrgisne

reports. !
ol

The local union stated repeatedly, and was not k{ "

contradicted by local management, that extra manpower ‘(d;
had been applied to clean up in the previous days, /

The local union safety and healii representative, and the -
plant safety supervisor should together, objectively aad

Mwu‘-/““* cooperativeiy determine the [r2quency and nature of

- cleaning needed to attain a satisiactory level of cleanliness.

N M.rv - \Suﬂicient manpower should thea be applied to this tasi.

« E. Cleaning Methods

Vacuum cleansc-s were present at many work stations.
Quite correctly the exhaust oatlets were coanegted to the
ventilation ducts to prevent recircalatign of air into the
workroom.

"Squeegees'' rather than brooms wex» supplied for cleaaing

floorsw This is equivalent to dry sweeping, whatever
implement is used, 2ad should be bannedy, Floors should
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be wet down thorsughly before Squeec:ee o yag
PO swees asbes:ss-c:a::miag duse,

Work Clatking

Vark clothing was said to be provided only for
weigh-up operators. This program shoull he
modified as follows;

far all unploynscxpoud to alrborne asbestas.
Usk of this clothizg should be ARy o,
pPresent the Company feels that they are Tequired

to provide clothing caly if exXposure it atuwve trha TLV.

l. The Conrdany should provide clothhg_,at no eost,

2. Work elothlng and street clothingd@igll no by

stored la the same locke®
3. Neo work ;:lothln'g shall be taken homes
4. Empolovees shall shower at tRE nd of theig shif,

Monitoring Oks ervations

1. The lzcal tmiang NSV TN Peseaipive shanig e
ufoemed AdaT P2 o; isits and pe MRt o
icsempany corporats salety and kealth professiam: |
on alhdansuremcau"ot airborne asoestqp. Thi:s
Wwas said not to be dane at present for visits by
corporate hygiene staff,

2.  The 1@ mion safety reére:en‘tive should receive
2 cog¥ of all notificationsto Individeal erployess of

§Xposure, .

3.  The letter informing employees of over-cxpwsuse,
required by law, should contain the nomeriea)

resul (number of Sibers Per cc) and should pubalp
™/ oudthat such exposure exceeded allowable limitge
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H. Receivinz of 3sbesca, Shiz—2n's

[t was stated that {ram :ime to time shipmears cf
materials would asrive «with broken or 3pilled bag:
of asbestos. [fithas not already been done, 3
program to control this hazardous situatios should
be developed o0 include:

1. ¥amdofs should s@jlpsbestos in bags which o
e, have an individual NENPSIAGE Pl WO T
& Serm: asheitos was not in such wrapping. . ks
. [\ = N4 1 /
N 2. XA gEmadere for < PSS EEGLM L Wsos &
should be . This procedure oJ
» . - n . AT
should nelude: “ap-
umiFol resplzatels, 4k r ACaEeY
methods and GREEENNGE _/
1I. Friction Products Building
A. Veigh.Us Station
‘- A e .
) AL QuidEtnd s (5- @EPAEs should be éagred or
‘L % Y //‘ alidusled 20 QUEEIRYs being contaminated . '
W, with zsbaessas.

ot " should sk ‘ sigpiep syppem is on

-, and the MAMETRIAMREES .
.
o« _-../3. The castsviBeul€he provided with covergplor
o bR traasport and while waiting %o de loaded.
o ‘

B. Lodige Mixers

1. #4% Lodige mixer was used for a dry mix for disc

il brake pad maaulacture. The other mixers were
v . used for we: mixes. The #4 mixer was said to

~ o= routinely leak visible dust during operation.

. The operation was run oa third saift and could not be

demonstrated during this viali, However the
accumulation of dust in the vicinity of the mixer on
the mezzanine and f2llout or more Fistant sr-fices

iedica- ! tme et 3R L .d SNTATT L
mixer should be madified or repaired so that A).
visible dust leaks ascuz.g The Compaay shoulc srepase

‘R

b
. -

CHRYSLER 001245



¢! -6 .

i .
L & 2. Small amounts ot cust v C%€ zeer. i fLican: as
zarTis nere raisc 4 s load mivers. This duse
escape should Sc orevented.

3. Housekeepins on i2e mixer mezzznine should Qe

O :
- improvedt Dry use of squecrees should L stovvady
and vacaamn or wet cleanimy methods sub:tizuzad,
L 4. Visible dust had accumuclated on raised surfaces
VAR and duct work in the extruder room, [v2-ibly a:

a2 result of escapes from ¥4 Ludige miver. These
acew=nulations should be prevesled,

C. Bivel Press

This operattén sh5ald be modifiedfs prevent cr redice
airborne ashestos exposure. There are :

At present, an zsbestos.containing mui:tuze is transported
to the work station in 2 covered bin. It is then shoveled
into a2 smaller, plastic bin at waist height a: the work
station -- directly in the operators' and shovelers! breathing
zone. Hot press operators do the shoveling, Porticns are
then scooped out of the bin, weighed by hand at waist height
and added to the press, _Q press is exhausted. Fige:
counts were close ¢ T A%h'rs /& at this lotacioW. This is
probatic e vorsesa T M copmmcane®™®ire o 1325::00,

which could be reduces by vovious small changes in process.

1. Snoweling os fI¥Ag STRs@e- B3 shownld oaignde done
in an exhausted enciosed statiom

. 2. The plhstic blas should be covitédor eahaxs‘ed
The scale should be exhausted.

o 3. Effel and hot press operatoff should especially be
provided with protective clothing.

D. OQ.E.M. Grinders

At the time of the visit, the vamfilation on #2 O. E. M. grisgier
cut off during operatiam, resulting in 3 vesplarge escapyg

of asbestos-containirg duwt. The Company represens=tives
agreed tha: the process should not be run without ventilatio=.
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The Company sald the mradlem v ag that the caslouise
or the vemitlztian sy3 zm was shiki~g down, 'ru.:.". had = _:
off ais ilow 29 the ;-'.-‘ e*. The L,—uo'a s2id ti.2 the
breaxlown of ventilatizn onthe 2 Q. 2. M. grinder was
2 redecated problem,

l. The grinders should be electrically interlocked with
the ventilation system, so that the operation carnas
LA be performed ii veatilation is down., At zresen:.
personnel, Lacluding supervision, showld be {asirucrad
not to run the grinders if ventilatioa is not functionng.

2. Plant engineesing should investigate this problem

DA ? _a-  and furnish & writen repor#Ro the safety and hezlth
FCIEN v . e representative as 9 the cassweleths breakdowng, the
. method of correclion and a date of correction,

," ) e T N . 3. The operators' noise exposure should be determined,s: ¢ ‘|
E. Saw Arca

1. Fine dust fallsuwrsn many surfices was gpigageg of

airbarne asbestos escape azd inidequate hoasekeeping. - [

2. Many opcn barrels of zebestast eontalning*um were | (f‘
presag: it lills AT, o2 sisnaa Be gvovidad tvith }k

covers, *i"‘\i.
VW

3. The operators' noise exposure should be determined. ‘2)’\'0
< Y

F. Hammermill Mezzanine

’b
w 1. Ductwork on the 1 hammermill was leaking duser g \t}’f
~ This was scheduled to be repairedy .-.f")&.. ,
o * \
2. DOmet accwnulations on the floor and other surfaces ‘\?)’/‘ﬂr
should be preveated, . ¢

G. Alr Cleaning Equiomesat

, 1. One of the screw conveyats from the baghouse to
had o Il,.,( the disposal centainer was laaking ssbesWs-containing
dust. This should be repalred and preventive
maintenamxce showld be apnlied.

L] ’\.'
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2. Tallout {rem the 2bowe lcal into a finished araduct
storage arca shovld 5e vacuumed imore 1g; e3sively,

3. The baghouse‘un txe roof was visibly leaking duse
into the ouiside area. [t hould be repaired,

4, Final disposal of d€st from the dust collector nyatern
was enclosed and, a proper operation, should give no
dust exposure,

S. Dispessl of asbestos-containing/material such as
bags and perhaps scrap was by an ordihazy trash
compactor. Since th.ase material: were dry and
were 0ot in closed containers. there was potential
for release of airborne asbestos, The process should
be changad so that no asbestos is relcased into the
outside air.

111, Chernical Plant

A.

c.

D.

Dewnstairs Veigh-Up Siation

Asbestos is regularly weighed up at this location a

small part of the time. The ares shaaMk be pestagr for
asbestcs exposure, Tha local union and Siant saiety
representative should cdserve this procedure to determine’
if airborne asbestos exposure is possible, and if so, an
st samplesshould be taken,

Storage Ar-eas

A fes broken bags of asbestos were found. These vere
not wrapped in plastic. The solution to this problem was
discussed in 1., H. *

Mezzazine Weigh.Up Station

1. Provision for vacuum or wet cleaning should be made.
2. The area should be posteddor asbestos exposure.

Mixers

I, Thahead otk loadin

should be repaired.
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2. Housckeeping on th2 ‘2 Peades mixer platiorm
spnou'd se urproved, .

3. Al mixers (S.e2dcs and #4 and 3 Churn) shauld
be poited for Asbes:os exposure a2nd praovisions
for wet or vacuum cleaning should be mada,

Suramary

The Company position on many recomme=ndations made
verbally was tnat they were Joing all tha: the law required,
especially with respect to posting, closed containers,
work clothing and locker room [acilities. Vhile this

is gemerally in good shaff, waﬂumuﬁ
belag treated with enouzh respecPlor 1t fancervanusig®
properties. The aboveé-recommendetions woald B feaWlhle
steps in {urther reducing this very serious health threas,

Fraternally,

T L) EPL

Franklin E. Mirer, Ph.C.
Industaial Hyglens. Consnuianwy
UAK Saclald ogurity.Lasar et

FEM/sm _a™ ™=
opeiud2

ccy Doug Fraser

7

Tom Gibson

ch* Ruppert

Ralpgh Fileccia

Homaér Jolly

Marcelllus Ivory

Ed Grant

Mel Glasser 3

Bob Smith, Presidc{ Local Union 372
Gary Pickrell, Safcty Rep., Local Usioa 372

7
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