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from F r in k  M ire r , PH. D. , Industria l Hygiene Consultant 
S o c ill  S ecu rity  D epartm ent

SubjM C h ry s le r  C orpo ra tion
T ren to a  C hem ical P lan t 
T ren to a , M ich ig in  
Local Union 372, Region 1A

Inspection: Industria l Hygiene Inspection - Asbestos Exposure 
Requested by Jo in t National Committee

Date of Inspection:

R e p re se n ta tiv es : Bob Smith. P re s id e n t. Local Union 372
C ary  P ic k re ll, Safety Representative 
Pete  B ellich, Com m itteem an 
Dave Pennington, Com m itteem an 
Dick Clayton, Chief Steward

Company
R e p re se n ta tiv es : Dan C laae r. C orporate Industrial Hygiene 

E lm er Lom bard, P lant Safety Supervisor 
John L ard ie , P ersonnel Manager (clo-ing coni, only) 
Tom Lang, Labor Relations Supervisor (closing conf.

' only)

T h is  p lan t v is i t  w as requested  by 
su rv e y  and recom m end ca rrec tic . 
a t  th is  loca tion .

the C h ry sle r Departm ent to review , 
, ,  of health  hazards of asbestos use

The day of the  v is i t  was sunny with a tem p era tu re  in the 50's indicating 
e ffic ien t v en tila tio n  conditions and am ple supp.y o co ing a tr o r 
r e l ie f  of h e a t s t r e s s .

The p lan t to u r  w as 
re p re s e n ta tiv e s .

m ade with the above Unioa and Company
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Asbestos is used ‘.n two loeatfjr.s . r.n the Chemical PI*«'., *>th 
about l OO hourly  employe**. asbestos is an ingredient in v s r io u f  
p roducts such as se a le r *  Much greater quantities ol asbestos ..re 
used in the F ric tion  P roducts 3u tld iag . with about 220 h o u r ly
em p loyees , in the m anufacture of brake U.-.ings and disc brake pacis.

I. G enera l

A ccording to industria l hygiene repo rts  submitted by the 
C orporation  and the State of M ichigan, airborne asbestos

aU routla* d era tio n s e sa t9 t.d M b « iw isr t * ** Lodig»
m ix er in the F ric tio n  P roducts P lan t. A . - I | f l  - to r  is

locstidn. In a num ber of a reas  the exposure 
'^ c o n s id e ra b ly  below standards. This standard is scheduled 
to be reduced to 2 f ib e rs /c c  in Ju ly  I97f>. and a further 
reduction  to one-half f ib e r/c c  has been proposed This 
re p o r t  and recom m endations a re  not stric tly  keyed to the 
p re se n t or proposed law.
th e re fo re  exposure should b* re j^ c fttU rfl f r » »» p o s s lM ^  
^ b l r m e t . u r e r t e n t i i - o f  Specific
exam ples will be cited below. However. the following

- J .  k! .  ̂  • aVsxi'1/4 K< ___chant the olar.t

A. P ?stin 1

/rtT feca^ioni w here a s b e : he 
a ir  s ^ t * b *  p0sf**'W lt* s ign#  whirr* say.

¡ex
✓  \ A c-

A sbestos 
Dust H arard  
Avoid B reathing Dust V
Y/ear A ssigned Pro tective 

Equipment.
Do Not R em ain in Area Unless 

Your Work R equires It. .
B reathing A sbestos Dust May 
-T a iis 'e  Lung D isease or C a n c e r /1

rs

■ . i f . '  . _  .____ ..__ L U a f f fV *  ' n  fr^ lo c aV io n s .
'  At p resen t sign* to  t b t t r ^  a n ^ i x e r

T)l. y . b ~ i * b .  n b . . T f k
loading  sta tions in the .. . •

.... used f.s w ell as rn*n-/,’.qe» t i o ^ • *

A
N*'
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B. Containers

‘̂ A

• 3 - /

All container J far a sb es to s , interm ediate m a te r la l i . ' 
\  a sbestos-con tam inated  clothing or asbeetos.^ontairung ' 
< sc rap  should be either covered or exhauated and should 
/  bo labeled. This was generally  not done in this plant.

r  \t*

I C. Ventilation Indicators

All opau itO M  with local exhaustvenU lation should have 
aa  indicator v is ib le  to the opera to r. which shays that 
ventilati on equipm ent la perfo rm ln f^dequate ly . W h ere \ 
faaslb l#  there  sociuld b e « »  late*loti« which will prevent ' 
operation of equipm ent without ventilation. This should 
be a high p r io r ity  for bipel p re sse s , g rinders and saws

/
D. Housekeeping

r

I
j  .

la  general h o ao e frrre ls^  aeW M 'lap rO T oaetft, with 
accum ulations of fallout dust and spillage oa the Lodige 
m ixer p la tfo rm , the bipel p ress  a re a , the g rinder a re a s , 
the ham m er m ill p la tfo rm , and at a num ber of other 
locations.

This m atte r  was m entioned in both Corporation,
State of M ichigan u.-.d previous L'AW industria l hygiene 
rep o rts .

The local union sta ted  repeatedly , and was not 
contrad icted  by local m anagem ent, that ex tra  manpower 
had been applied to c lean  up in the previous days.

\  The local union safe ty  and health  rep resen ta tiv e , and the 
\  p lant safe ty  su p e rv iso r  should together, objectively and 
)  coopera tive ly  de te rm ine  the frequency and natu re  of 
• cleaning needed to a tta in  a sa tisfac to ry  level of cleanliness 

.S u f f i c i e n t  m anpow er should then be applied to this task.

E. Cleaning M ethods

Vacuum c le a n e rs  w ere  p resen t at many w ork sta tions.
Quite c o rre c tly  the exhaust ou tle ts  we r e  connected to the 
ventila tion  ducts to p reven t rec ircu la tiqp  of a ir  into the 
w orkroom .

"Squeegeee" ra th e r  than broom s w ere supplied for cleaning 
floors» This is equivalent to d ry  sweeping. whatever 
im plem ent is used , and should be b a n n e d  F loo rs  should
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v 2.

.bo*s7 k d0" 'n before squ„ c ..t ,  .
*° ****•= » '« e s ta s .„.-.taw ing c-u-t. P - 6 u»e<i

Work Cloth;.,.,

^ e i g h - « t o e r aTÔ r,SJi:W *  ? r° Vid' ci ° ' 1̂  to*
m odi/ied  a ,' (<lllo ? r0 S'*™

‘ ‘ r M * . t t 2 ! S ^ k° ““  *’ '* * •  «i «o cost
« *  it ä s ä s  ? Ä r
p rese n t the Comoany feels th>* At

„ d  d o .h u  
s to re d  t i e  t u n t  lo c k e * not ^

3. No w ork clothing sha ll b r  homfc
é

4. Em? „ Y„ ,  )hr r i ’, w „  . ,  ,** i n i  0,

M onitoring C bservati,™ .

on e l L M ^ T e ^  is

2* ,Safeiy r e PT0*«n*^ive  should receive
OjPfef *11 notification»!®  Individual em ployees of

3. The le t te r  Inform ing em ployees o f -------- -— . ___
re s u l t  ^  V S h o u l d  consol» t b r n c m e J E r  ’

, f  ínuniber of * ibera per cc) and should M r  
! ou* tha t such exposure exceeded allow able l im it*
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H. R ecsiv iu r of A sb e i’o* lom ents

It was state '] that from  tim e to tim e shipm ents cf 
m a te r ia ls  would a rriv e  v/.:h broken or spilled b a ft 
of a sb es to s . If it has r.ot a lready  been done, a 
p ro g ra m  to contro l this hazardous situation should _ 
be developed to include:

1. SfgBifofs should s# p t£ g tsb e s to s  in bags which 
have an individual
Sem* asbestos was not in such v/iapping.

2. “X 4M BJtdgre for c l
should be 

'shou ld  Include: 
la & tt'v  e s piratat-s

m ethods and

£

II. F r ic tio n  P roducts  Building

A.. v/‘oigh«Uo Station
V  •V

.'•y^ y  l .  4 Mtiifn4 rs  for 
«■ »add

'  with asbestos.

* /g, S '  2. I l i f c a td r s  on the es
should si 
and the

|s should be t e i f t e d  or 
rs being contam inated

rexclosure 
ls oa

fy
^  >3. The c n c tS ^ t f o ^ C ^ n - y r o r ld y i t l a  g o v e rn o r

^  * t ra n s p o rt  and while waiting to be loaded.

B. Lodige M ixers

1. #4 Lodige m ix e r was used for a d ry  m ix for disc 1
b rak e  pad m anufacture. The o ther m ixers were 
used for w et m ixes. The #4 m ixer was said to 
rou tinely  leak v isib le dust during operation.
Ths operation  was run on th ird  shift and could r.ot be 
dem onstra ted  during th is v isit. However the 
accum ulation  of dust in the v icin ity  of the m ixer on 
the mean a nine and fallout on m ore  dls*??* iv - f ’.ces
i.-.d;ca-v! '.he dust c s - tin . '• - -  -• •• • •• .
m ix e r  should be m odified o r  rep a ir# *  so that ifc 
v isib le  dust leaks o c c u r s  The Company should p repare
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2. Sm all amour.*.s ot -.ore c<.«r. '.-.caou as 
-taris v.ero raw -'- :o load mi.vf.-i. I h i j  Ju a r  
escape should be prevented.

3. Housekeeping on ¡.he m ixer m ezzanine should 
improved« Dry use of squeegees should -.topped 
and vacuum  or wet cleaning methods suh :ti:u::<i.

4. V isible dust had accum ulated on raised  surfaces 
and duct work In the ex truder room, [«.•'.-.inly as
a re su lt  of escapes from  M Lodige rr.iver. These 
accum ulatlona-should  be prevedfed.

Bioel P re s s

This operation  should be modlfledrfEo prevent c r reduce 
a irb o rn e  asbesto s  exposure. T here are  
At p rese n t, an asbesto s  - containing m u:tur e is tran spo rted  
to the w ork sta tion  in a covered  bin. It is then shoveled 
into a sm a lle r , p las tic  bin a t w aist height a : the work 
sta tion  — d ire c tly  in the o p e ra to rs ' and sh o v e le rs1 breathing 
zone. Hot p re s s  o p e ra to rs  do the shoveling. Portions are  
then scooped out of the bin , weighed by hand at w aist height 
and added to the PFe* * |, , '* exhausted. F iber
co asts  w e re  c lo se  to'- T  f ? ^ r * / ? ? a t  th i7 lobatlb fe  This is 
probably the vo r* fe*aC fer'i£ r caopiRHasBStfWffire to asco t:.'»  
which could be reduced by obvious sm all changes in p ro cess .

1. Shoveling aofiXTlffj OtbsH^bSTs shooldteoiytbe ^one 
In an exhausted?  enc lo sed  i ta tw B

2. The p la s tic  b ids should be c m b f M l i  n i u i t i d f  
The s e a l#  should be exhausted.

3. and hot pness o p e ra to r^  should especially  be 
provided  with p ro tec tive  clothing.

O. E. M. G rin d ers

At the tim e of the v is it , the v * E Ia tl# n  on ¥2 O. S. M. grinder 
cu t o il during  opera tion , resu lting  in a v e s y 4 l l |s e s c a p e  
of a sb esto s-co n ta in in g  dust. The Company rep resen ta tiv es  
a g re e d  tha t the p ro c e s s  should not be run without ventilation.

CHRYSLER 001246



7 i f  ' r'

T h e  C o m pany  s a l e  *.'c p r o b l e m  •■•as that  the bagl -o i i«  
or. the •. v. .-.til of.  or. s y 3 • - — w a s  s h a k i - :  - owr. . ' h .ch had :  
off a i r  :lj'.v to the  j r - . - . -e r .  The  Union sa id  t'..a‘. the 
b r e a k d o w n  of v e n t i l a t i o n  on the »2 C. a.  I t. g r i r . c e r  ' . m  
a r e s e a t e d  orobler r . .

?

1. The grinder«  should be e lec trica lly  Interlocked with 
the ven tila tion  system , so that the operation caroto: 
be perfo rm ed  if ventilation is down. At present, 
personnel, Including supervision, should be instructed 
not to run the g rin d e rs  if ventilation is not functioning.

2. P lan t engineering should investigate this problem
. and fu rn ish  a w ritten  reporSRo the safety and health 
'  rep re sen ta tiv e  as to the canshnsttba breakdown^, the 

m ethod of c o rre c tio n  and a date of correction .

3. The o p e ra to rs ' noise exposure should be determ ined .:*  ' 

Saw A rea

1. Fine dost falloumon m any surfaces w a s ^ p tg ^ jq i  of 
a irb o rn e  a sb es to s  escape  and inadequate housekeeping.

2. Manv open b a r r e ls  o? asbestis-con ta ln iny -scrop  w ere  , / '
p r e s to :  i:t titii a rea . These be provided-vith
co v ers . *> i' .

*\V
V ^  '3. The o p e ra to rs ' noise exposure should be determ ined.

F . H am m erm ill Mere ranine

1. D uctw ork on the t I ham m erm ill wa# leaking due* 
This was scheduled to be rep a ired ^

2. Qgpt accum ulations on the floor and o ther surfaces
should be preven ted . ' i /

/ . . .  /« , (  <

G. A ir Cleaning Equipm ent

1. One of the sc re w  conveyors from  the baghouse to
the d isposa l con ta iner w ee leaking aabes®  «-containing 
dust. This should be rep a ired  and preventive 
m ain tenance shsuid be applied.

!)

CHRYSLER 001247
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2. Fallout from  the above !ca.'< into a fl.-iished product 
sto rage  a rc *  should be '-acuumed m o :e  ig ^ . c isively .

3. The baghouse'on the root was visibly leaking due» 
into the outside a rea . It -.hould be repa ired .

4. F in a l d isposa l of d ts t  from  the dust co llecto r «yuern 
was enclosed and, a proper operation, should give no 
dust exposure.

5. D isposal of aabestoe-coata la in^m A teria l such as 
bags and perhaps sc rap  was by an o rd inary  trash  
com pactor. Since these material.-: w ere d ry  and 
w ere not in closed containers, there  was potential
for re le a se  of a irborne  asbestos. The p rocess should 
be changed so that no asbestos is re leased  into the 
outside a ir .  .

III. C hem ical P lan t

A. Flow— t*irfc-iy«igh-Up Station

A sbestos is reg u la rly  weighed up a t this location a 
sm all p a r t  of the tim e. The areo- shoal*  Vo p o sted  for 
a sb es to s  exposure . The local union and plant sa;«ty 
rep re sen ta tiv e  should observe this p rocedure to determ ine 
if a irb o rn e  asb es to s  exposure is possib le , and if so, an 
d ^M B tp leebhou ld  be taken.

B. S to rage A reas

A few b roken  bags of asbestos w ere found. These were 
no t w rapped in p las tic . The solution to this problem  was 
d iscu ssed  in  I. , H.

C. M ezzanine W eigh-Up Station

1. Pro*Msion for vacuum  o r w et c learing  should be m ade.

2. The a re a  should be poated4or asbestos exposure.

D. M ixers

T u . kro*4 *.h: 1 jading ” 
should be repaired .

CHRYSLER 00124«

\



- 9 -

2. Housekeeping on :hs -2 P.eadco c w e r  platform  
should be im proved, ,

3. AU m ix e rs  /P.eadco and *4 and *5 Churn) should 
be posted  for asbestos exposure and provisions 
for wet o r vacuum cleaning should be made.

IV. Sur.~L-r.ary

The Company position or. many recom m endations made 
ve rba lly  was tnat they w ere doing a ll that the law required, 
espec ia lly  with resp e c t to posting, closed containers, 
w ork clothing and locker room facilities. V."hilc this 
is g enera lly  in good sha ift, L ajbB p*i(iB dIn»be«lo*U .*a^^ 
being tre a te d  with enough re s o e e f io r  H*,"iahei«rwe'nusia|(V 
p ro p e r tie s . The abmrfr-reeommendOCIohs would Br'fcaffbl* 
steps in fu rth e r reducing this very  serious health  threat.

F ra te rn a lly ,

F rank lin  E. M ire r, Ph. D. 
Indurtalel Hygiene*-Conaui tan* 
¡ ¿ ¿X L  Sodni1 ¿„srer-Uy

FE.M /sm  '
opeiu4Z

cc#

/
Doug F r a s e r  
Tom  G ibson 
Dlc^ R uppert 
Ralj^i F ile c c la  
H o m ir Jolly*
M arce lllu s  Ivory  
Ed G ran t
M e lG la s s e r  /
Bob Sm ith , P r e s id e * ,  Local Union 372 
G ary  P ic k re l l ,  Saiety  Rep. . Local Union 372
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