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Dr. William J. McConnell To Retire—

Metropolitan Life Executive An Outstanding Authority
On Occupational Working Hazards; Got Legion Of
Merit From War Department.

1. Willam 1. MeCoanell. director «f
the saiety and oc.upational health lu-
reau uf Metropohitan Life's health and
weliare division and associate medical
director of that company, 1s retring at
the end of the year siler being with
Merropolitan Z7 years.

In a country which is tae interna-
nonal leader in industry, whicli has more
mines, factories and other places where
raw material is processed than any other
nation, he 13 regurded as an outstanding
authority on industrial hymene. Some-
tumes he has been designaied as 3 man
who has dedicated his life 10 helping de-
tect, explore and suctessfully reduce the
hazards of employment. The surveys
and studies which he has conducted,
either for the Government, the Aemy's
medical service, pnivate industry or for
Metropolitan Life, togsther with. his
work in relation to saiery measures
which have been adopted, have been
an important factor in helping cut down
iatalities caused by occupstional dis-
eases. For hs parti
n combatting silicosis (dust partcies in
munes and plants which have resulted
1 many occupational diseases. some
fatal), is widely recognized.

Hamdling of lt;t:c;u is Munitens

The work of Cal. McConnell as chief,
industrial hymese branch. safety and
secunty division, Office of Chiel oi
Ordnance., was so highly regarded by
tne  War artment  that lie was
awnrded the Legion of Merit.

As the direct representative of the
Suegeon General, Col. McCoannell was
charged with the development and su-
pervision of a comprehensive program
to prevent geners! illness and occupa-
tonal disease and 10 promote maximum
health and efficiency among civilian em-
ployes gaged in Ord blish
ments throughout the Unived States.
One of the biggest problem. +as poison-
ing from_ handling of expinsives, par-
ucularly TNT.

In reading the atation Colonel Crosby
Field. asmstant safety director Oftice

iel of Ordnance said:

“Colone! McConnell's assignment was
of grest import inasmuch as these in-
stallations were franght with dangers of
VAFIOUS tOXIC ¢XDOsures requiring con-
stant  survallance and control. He
launched into am aggrestive program
with unusual energy, ioresight, per-
spicacaity and comprehension. success-
fulle reducmng disabling illness (rom
toxic explosives 10 an insignificant level,
thereby insuring {ull utilizanon of avail-
alble poner for ammunition producuon.”

Drep in Number of Fatalities

During World War I the U. 5. facili-
ties which produced 40% of the military
explosives, used by the Allies. reported
& ratio of 20 fatalities jor every billon
pounds oi expiosives manuiactured. In
World War i lh!d Government-owned,
contractor - operate plants roduced
95% of all US mnniumndpmilinry
esplonives, and the number oi fatalities

suffered for each hidlion pounds ai
explosives produced had breen cut down
10 five. Colnnel Fiell conunued:

“fe is believed thiut the w the Brst
large-scale demonstranen of what can
be accomplished 1n a large industry of-
fering many serious heaith and acrident
hazards by a vigorous indusirial hymene
and safety_program.”

Dr. Mc,Conncll is the author of a
series of research studies on high tem-
perature and numercus articles on n-
dustrial health subjects published in the
Bullein _of the U.S. Public Health
Service, United States Bureaa of Mines,
Proceedings of American Heating and
"entilating Society and other health
publications devoted to_industry. Also
he is a contributor to Cecil's Textbook
on Medicine, Lansa and Goldberg's
Textbook on Industrial Hymene: and
Conn's Textbook on Current Therapy.

His Career

Born in Pittsburgh Dr. McConnell
attended high school there and then
went to St. Loais University where he
was graduxted in 1914 with a BS. de-

gree at the college and an M.D degree
from us ieal sc His interaship
was at All Generzl Hospital in

Pittshurgh. Receiving a reserve com.
myssion in the Army Medical Corps he
saw service on the Mexican border
1916 and then helped orgamize and be-
came medical officer of the Joth infantry

ch':rmn.
. McConnell in 1919 went with the
Industrial Hygiene Department of the

United States Public Health Service
and later was with the United States
Hurean of Mines where he conducted
windustrial health surveys, research siud-
1es inta the physiolopcal efects of high
temperatures and vanous humidities,
carbon monoxide and the relanon of
vanious Austs to silicosis and tuberen-
lnsis. While engaged in these studies at
the Bureau of Mines experimentation
station at Pittsburgh he was inted
lecturer in industrial hvgiene at Uni-
versity of Pittshurgh Medical Schonl.
Other_industry afRliations of his were
with Phillqelehh Health Council, Gen-
ersl Electric Co. and Budd Manufactur-
ing Wheel Co.
Stwdies Condusted for Motrupell

Dr. MeConnell Encd Metropolitan
Life in 1920 when Lee K. Frankel was
vice president in charge of the com-
any's health and welfare operations.
is first work, however, wis with the
company's Policyholders Service Bureau.

For the Metropolitan Life Dr. Mec-
Connell has conducted a number of in-
dusirial hymene investigations of the
pioneer variety. Among them were the
study of silicosis in the foundry indus-
trv; 6f ash (3 micr ic dust

DR. WILLIAM } MeCONNELL

Corps. As a representative vi the Sur-
geon General he was acugned 10 the
safety division of the chief of Ordnance
to direct the Ordnance hygiene program
He advanced through the various grades
1o colonsl. medical corps. and in 1943
was awarded the Legion of Ment ior
the services explained earher in this
article.

Astive in Maay Organizations

Some activities of Dr. McConnell in
associations of which he 15, or has been,
a member, in part follow:

Amencan Public Healih Association:

tee an pheric comfort and
apprasal of industrial health.

American Public Health Association
chatrman of committee on sppraisal of
industrial health services: and commt-
tee on atmospheric comfort.
‘_Arr_ll!ri'un‘_ ociety of Healing and

which prod an ’ 4

of the lungs) in the asbestos industry:
and an inquiry into leather industry
hazards.

When this couritry entered World
War [T Dr McConnell obtained a leave
of absence from Metrapchitan Life and
agmn served in the Army Medical
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m : committees hav-
ing to do aith air conditioned spaces.

American Standards Association: toxic
dusts and industrial sanitanion in man-
winctuning establishments committees

American Weiding Society. Safery
recommendations and medical advisory
committee.

Federat Civil Defense Admimstration:
part-time consultant of division of spe-
c1al weapons

Home Oftice Safety Committee: con-
sultant 10 home office buwidings division
with respect 10 empioyes compiaints on
hghting, veatilation and possible ex-
pasure to taxic suhstances

New York State Department of La-
bor: committees having to du with rules
relating 10 control of silica dust in sione
crushing operations and revision of In-
ustral code relating to control of dusts,
rases and iumes.

U.S. Ammy: consultant to the Sur-
xeon General He hac alio been on
commitiees of National Association of
Manuiacturers and National Fund ioe
Medical Education.

Has Preparsd Mazy Papers

Some papers writien by Dr McCon-
nell 1n collaboration with athers 1n pary
follow .

Lead powsoning in the poitery trades:
physioingical effects oi high ‘tempera-
tures and humiditiec; the industnal
physician and the qualincauont essennal
to his success: carbon-monoxide porsons
g health through industrial service:
exhaust gases frum eneinet unng ethiyn
gasoline: methods of enumerating bac-
teria wn air: ventauon uandards, prac-
tcal suggettions tor nurses o indusery ;
health af hank workers In all there
have been tu papers on suhiects such
as these which he prepated himseli or
n_collaharation with others

For the past 20 vears Lir McConnell
has Leen an associate praretsor n n-
dustral hygiene. manarement depari-
meni, School of Commerce . New York
University & bachelor  hi. hohby e
duge and he hat muned a arre number
oi tham over the vears
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