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- “E 50 "0 L o or about . Decesber 12, 1934 the Mellon Institute .
= . or Indust.rial Hesearch adcressed letters= to some 85 industries
I < havinz indimtrisl dlsease pmblen.s inviting then to attemd a2 - - -

" ‘meeting to be held under the -anspices of the Institnie on the”
. 15%h day of Jarnary, - Ope of. these invitations was received by
¢ ‘the Asbestos Institute and, elthough the Asbestos Institute ¢id
not-accept and was not officizlly represented, Johns-iarville
., Corporation requested and obtained perulission to-send a repre-"
gsentative, “The invitations expressly statod tint ‘a‘-tandance _
~-at- this neetizg need cntail Bo obligation' LT

E S8 J’ohns-!anvme was represented at the wting by

& i the- uriter oi' this memorandum, ' Approximatsly 250 people were |

-~ pregent repesenting over 50 indostries which had accepted the -

b .mmﬁon of-the Nellon: Institute. _The Nellon Institute was
_srextly surprised at the remsrkable response end it is @y - .

onmion that ore camnot-find a better indication of the serious

g:mrec‘the problems 1tms the pnrpose or thaneetug to :
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e L I was nble o ascertain that the Hellon InstLtzte .
had been pronpted %0 -call the meetinz by representatives of .
©7e 7 the sand and glass.and the refractories industries. ERepresen-.
e v b tatives of -these industries conferred with ¥r, E., R. Weldlein,
01 Director of ‘the - Institute, and after advising him of the pature .
3 <. .of their problem, of its vide-spraad character and mmerous )
.t L < menacing aspects, suggested’ the need.of. scme form of -concerted
27200+ - action 'on the-pert of those industries presently or potentially
- e oo involveds - Tounderstand . that ir, - Po- ¥. Sherwood, Yice—?resident
sl T T of Qwens~-I1linols Glass Coapamy and Kr. Foger Eltchins, Presi-
o N .dcnt of ithe Amsrican -Refractorides Institute, were-the pe*sons
g S Twho: -presected the situstion to-the Melion Institute. Xr. - -
< f *: ¥eldlein, -on behalf of the Institute, -agreed Lo caoperate to -
e - the extent of. calling the mesting: and -having _the representatives
"“ rETe “spa:d a day in Pittsburgh 23 the guests of the Institute.’ There
i ~ . was soee preliminary discussion as to the possidility of usﬂ.ng
TR " the Hellon Inst{tute s & clearing house for informetion .and -
‘-i-.:'i___ " . . Tesearch upon aspects of the problem common to &ll indusirles"
TR j‘..' but. definite- cmitmnts wers postponed until af.‘ter the hold.!.ng

- ortheneeting R T I
IR Aninpresainlistofupertsspeciﬁiizingupon T
nrious aspects or the dust problen attanded the meeting .and
| ‘ '--LC:>218
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0 deldvered addresses, .Asong these were Hr. 4, C. Eirth, a -~

ooy lawyer associated with Willlams, Everszen and Eorgan, Toledo,
Ohio, attorneys for Owens-I1llinols Glass Company; Dr. Eugene P,

’ - Pendergrass of the X-ray Laboratory, University Hospital, Phila-
™ -delphia; Dre A« Jo Lanza, Asgsistant Nedical Director of the -

" Netropolitan Life Insurance Company; Ir. R. R. Sayers, Xedical .
Officer in Charge of U, S. Public Health Eervice; Professor.

3 . Philip A. Drinker of the School of Public Health, Earvard Uni-
T - versity; Mr. F. Robertson Jones, General ¥ansger, Lssociat..on
bt ‘of Casualty and Surety Executives; and Kr. Donsld E,

N Assistant Director, Sa:nnac Laboratory for smdy o:t' Tuberculosis.
RSN he addresses delivered by. ‘these’ spccialists, together
- tith t.he open discussion that followed them, revealed, among other
L things, the very aenacing character of .the problem, its complex -
“nature, the uncertainties attending most of its aspects and the .-
: mcessity ot soue - rarn orunited action by the amicted indnstries
It was rncognized that so-e aspects of the problem
- gare peeulia.r to special industries but it was equally evident
‘that.other aspects were common to all. - For example, only tro -
farm(nr dust, namely, free silica and asbestos, are delinitely
~known to. produce disabling fibrosis of the lung. - Even in the .
.- c8%0.0f these dusts the problems resaiting therefrom are quite -
-." ‘different since the fibrosis resulting Yroz silica is of & much
<. moperserious -character than that resulting fronm asbestos in that
AP .'the-former predisposes to tuberculosis and is =much more likely to
c#%-. 0 <7 have a fatal termiration, On the other-band (and.ihis 1llustrates
oo one-of the most serious aspects of the problem- that is common to
Ul all dust producing indnstries) the fact that no other dust is
. Xnown to produce ‘disability ‘has not prevented eatirely groundlecss
Lo -'_; " clainms sggregating millions and even hundreds of millions of .
e T . dollars being brought agunst ipdustries which have no =ilica or
B - ashestos dust hazard. For example, Dr. Lanza pointed out thzat -

..'.;_ . '.: -

. ! monshad-emnintained that gypsum dust wag barmful and ywet,
. .nevertheless, the gypsum industry hed suits pending .-.gainst it
) ”-.eov_g;'ingdaintdnexmsotfournnlioadollars.-g- .

2 Tl Iiappemd-ﬂxatnmugﬂnprnblasmtom
_ Mmethcnuannr - ,

_ (1) !henemeeofaxhﬂamocmaﬁglavmain '
LLg s Twn 0 combination with unserupulous doctors. - The
ey ol uncertainties storounding disgnosis of any

C et e or ‘the wvarious forms of pueumonoconiosis are . -
St R Vs meny -that & .question of fact is presented
R E --;"’ ‘4n' every-case,:. .Expert testimony can be pro-
o -duced:by both plaintiff and defendant apd it

S e is-for the jury to decide whose experts are
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L 2 or eliainate awards if proof -could be adduced

e '_ extanded:-
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'-correct in their mterpretations. In malkdng - -
. thils decisian, the Jury 1s not likely to fa'ror - -
- the opinicn of the experts produced by the ’

IR (2)' The desirabuity ar uaking various dust L
.- .-, - diseases compenssble under properly drawn
-+ - 'workment's .compensation laws, . One of the -
‘o . speakers stated that ®the strongest bulwark
-0 7 against fuoture disaster for industry is the :
Y.z . ensctment of properly dramm occupational - Pl
ST LA B disease legislation®, Buch legislation mld
vl {e) eldminate. the jury and-ezpawer a Bedical ‘
UL T | Board to- pass upon the existence of the .
Lo L disease and the extent of the diuhility,
oo P (b)) elixinate the shyster lawyer and the
:',--,..%-'.'.i:qmckdoctursimermmldbemicﬂy -
7. 1idmited by the law; and (c) permit the can-ect- -
Toiul dng of initdsl- nistakas 4n the making of o
o LT avards by providing for heavings to reduce:

-

e

=% " that the claiment was not disabled or that'
R '."’ -the extent- of h:!.s diubmty had been ave:--
T ~ S estinated. .~;..;;".";‘_'...:;. = S
(3) Probleas ot mti..atian, dust collecti.ng and
i _ﬂmmuon, and respiratory derices. .

: (4) The cstablishing of ‘standards (a) for dust-

o " counting. end particle aize determination, ' )

c -0 ULt () for the taking of X-rays for disgmostic

e TR Y RS uge,uwnd (@) Lor the interpretation of the ]
y nrki:gs on the ﬁ.z.ns .50 yrocucad. -

. 'A% the clnse of the ‘Aacussion e ¥r. Inrtz, che-
. Presﬁent or Anerican Refractories Corporation, made a motion

. that Np. ¥41lism P. Yant, Chairman of the mesting appcint a

. pominating emitteovhomldmnimtsagrmofixﬂiﬁdnals
‘t0 serva as a comnlttee for the formniation of ways and seans

7 to bring about effective cooperation of some character detween

. the warious industries for meeting and combating those phases

" af the dust problem common to &ll. ' This .motion was carried -

" and a Fomineting Cosmittee appointed which retired anmd upon

RS returning presented to..the meetinZ the names of seven individuals

to act as such Committee. - No other nemes having been placed
.  4n no=ination, the following were electsd to act asg the comittee
" apd repart back to the wvarious industries and groups represented
atthemtingortovhomthe invitationhadbeenorigimlly
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t!nt I ﬁ.ad been gsent to the meeting solely as. an.chserver md
- _had no authority fron. Johns-ianville Corporation to accept - .
. mepbership on the Comnittee and certainly none. trmtheubestos

] .A. ’ . < . ) a0, i : . -
Vandiver Brorn represe::t..ng Asbestos, Cork and Kon-l(etallic

" Pr. B. D. Saklatva_la reresenting Chemical Abrasives, L‘Lloys
. - and !on— m metal

_ ~._E. Q. Jones represanting ‘?‘onndries S R GRE I

-*

f._‘ A. W. shemad representing Glass Sa.nd, Ground Sand a.nd Glass
- mdcctm.-e SRS

- . . Lo :
- T x

‘:-Ag J. Gmtholts represa:.ting Iron, Stecl ux!' Ores 7-. {"ﬂﬁ |

~,‘_‘

Y upkmdtotheothermmofthecomittee

Industry 23 . a-whole. - I was urged, -however, to.meet with the -

.- .. Comaittee apd agreed t0 do s0 on the condition that I might - .
" - withdraw if-gpproval of my serving in that ‘capacity should not °
2.7 be fortheoming. I pointed out that members -0f the Asbestos - -
- --Industry did not care to be zssoclated in the uninds of the public
. or of employees with those industries whose problem was dilicosis
. and .that for this reascn I felt-there might be-some opposition to
- _ta'v‘ing* a.represantative of the Asbestos Industry warking with

them, ~-I.41d.4nd1cate, however, that I reilized mumerous aspects
of our problem were the same uzd that if coaperation could be
worked cut without an undus amcunt of publicity, Jahns-lznville
Corporation xnd parha.ps the Asbestos Ipdustry-has e whole, 'ould
in all likelihood be willing to. cooperzted Itusthe cxzinion
of the Cormittee that this oondition mld

1nsnpmble di:ricnlty. i ie

. !r. Boger Bitahins,' President of m:-ican Re.*‘ractcr

" tes Inztimte, was made Chairmen of the Cozmittee which held a

neeting Tuesday evening after the close of the Symposimm. .Mr.
Eitehing was designa‘oed to meet with ¥r. Weidlein of the Mellon

- .. Institute and ask him ¢o0 make a .proposzl in definite and concrete
. .--form as --t0 the mamner in which the ¥ellon Institute might be
.~. sble-to assist the various industries for a fee of $25,000. .

“’ When this proposal has been received and approved by the members

of the Committee, it will de submitted to the warious industries

with the recommendation that. 1t .be accepted and that the warious

indnstries or individual corporations agree to stand good for 2
proportionate amount. ct ‘the Tes not 1n mesa of a deﬁ.niue .
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.".,;ﬁ L7 R0 Y pitnared that the proposal which womld be made-
by tho Hallon mstitnta *aculd inz:lnde, a:nong othera, the rollav-

RIREEORN (a} m ccupﬂ.i.x o.t a conprahensin bibliog-aphy £
N RS =7 vof all books, treatlses and publications deal.- x
S ”w-ing with any: aspeet of the dnst problu, and .
RN S tho eva.lnation tbaraor. ~-:I:»_ o ‘e ;
- sy (b) Ibc&eo-pmng,_ dIgesting ‘and coz»elatz:g of
T s s data apd information froa various. snbscribing

(c) Ihs draftizg of. Ap;n-ovad 'mrkmm's coupensat.on
ela e legislnt!.on ecnring pneuanonoconiosiz- e it

et le sy - .. ...\ et
P o P < R,

R S (d) The digesting of tha laws of the varicus states
Co -;; o -_._ whieh zight affect the operations of industrie:
e L prs:entnx z dnst hamﬂ- SEul ) .

Laoos ot (e) The. ontl!ning ot prnblm‘rsquiring resmch =
ot AR, .+, OF -the. establishment of fixed standards and |,

e e { the prevention of dnplicauon or errort: and SR
expcnse al:mg these lims el .'_~ N T

-

‘ i -~

TNl .

:mc inbarest vrith 'mich ..he di.sazsaions wors: folloved
and the enthnsiasa which grested tha proposal Zor unified. er'ort
lead me to believe that the necessasy support will be fcund
ror w-a sort or progru along the aoan lines- -\-__: -
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