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Dear yy ] A~
In racem / g interest in
the subie gard to the
nature a » Since you
are one o . S, we feel
you shoul. lon on this
fﬁ? subiect,
The Occupatics stration (OSHa) §
carrently has . ard which pre- rH
scribes that er no more than i g
2 ashestos filhers por cubro centimeteY of alr for-an g
8~hour time-weighted average, and to no more than 10 y
asbastos fibexs per cubic centimeter at any time, 1Tn %

October, 1575, OSEA proposed to lower the §~hour time-
weighted limit e 0.5 asbestos fiberq Per cc, and s
ashestos fibers per co. for any period not exceeding 15
minutes. Very racently it has been reported that the
¥ationzl Ihstitute for Occupational Safety and Health has : |
‘recommended 2 respective permitted exposure levals be

limited evén further - to 0.1 ashestos fibers and 0.5

asbestos fibelrs per cec.

In its' October, 1975 proposal, OSHA defines ashestos to |

include chrysotile, amosite, trocidelita, tremotite, '

- anthophyllite and actinolite, and avery product containing i

any of these minerals. OSHA alse defines an ashestos {

fiber as a particulate form of any of these minerals i

which is longer than § micrometers, and has « maximum g
diameter of 5 micrometers and a length to width ratie af

at least 3 to 1. . : ) ‘
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Teze 734LCL

The reason for the proposed revision of khe standexd for
Sccupational exposure ko asbestos is thar asbestos, in
its sevecral comnercial forms, has been asszociated with
tha preduction o< net only asbestosis byt a4 varisty of
cancers and nplignancies. Bocause o0f the many unknown
factors, ineinding the variabllity-of individual
tesponse to chrcinogens and the absence of data to
establish a sgfe level, 0SHA has concludaed that employee
8Xposure must be reduced’ as low as ig feasible, osya
Broposses to hpld hearings on tha entire subject, but
until those hearings and subsequent deliberations take
place there will continue to he considerablea uncertainty,

Nevertheless it ig prudent for Your workexrs, while using
any tale which might ¢ontain ashestog fibers, to avoigd
creating dust to #pe extent possible, Monjtoring
procedures .should be employed to determine dust concen-~
trations under working conditions, Where appropriate,
dust control equiprnent or gse of respiraters should also
be considerad, and worker training PYogzans implemented .
You will no,ddubt wish to review the varicus provisions
of the CsHA standard for Geoupational eiposure to ashestosg
(29 Code of Federa: Regqulations 1816.1081) and the pro-
posed amendments which dppeaged in the October 9, 1375
issue of {he Federal Register,

Bince we have no control over the conditions of use of
tale products in yovr plant, it is not possible for ne
to indicate the airborha fibex concentratiens which
could possibly result from your use of talc, However,
we can provide informatien on the asbestiforn mineral
content of the talcs we supply, .

Pfizer researcdh has devaloped the rost accurate and
Fensitive metisd availanle today of aralyzing for
asbestos and asbestiform mirerals in talg, - This nmethod,
based on gtep scanning x-ray diffraction, alactron
diffraction, and transwission slectron microscopy,
permits identificaticn of true chrysotile asbestos at
levels of 0,5% ang fibrous amphiboles, such as tremolite,
at levels as low as 0.1% in the talc. No other idantifi-
cation methods in -usa today, including optical microscopy
and scanning alectron microscopy, are as sensitive ang

as direce,
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Pfizer routipely monitors its' tale proeduction neing this
sensitive methedology. Based on many months of evaluatiagn,
we ‘can state that: .

The California CP tales which you purchasa
rormally contain between 1% and 5% tctal
tremolite with 2 fiker corntent of less

than 0.1% by weight (%he practical detection
limit of the aralytical method) .

We believe that it is in your bast interests and ocurs that
information on this subject be broughkt to vour attaention,
Ve trust you will find this letter usefzl, and that you
will follow the OSHA hearings and other developments as
they occur. We will continze +o monitor these hearings
and try to keep you aware of signifisant developments.

If you havae any questions, piease Ao not hesitate to
contact us. .

Very truly yours,

ﬂﬁ / ,r/-—,
Ny f.
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