Cities Lag in Treatment Plants

. Great Lakes Still Have Problems

By MABGOB HORNBLOWER
The Washington Post

the “death” of Lake Erie, andﬂnhke
bm:mtnnlsymhl environ-
ental destruction, sparking the fled-
glngecologymwenmt.
The lake, a 12,000-year-oid inland sea,
suf!ned fmm a pfsmtnle aging

i vironmen| called “eutrophication” which

:w tal threatuedlommumtoaswm
B ustries Cities around the lake, such as Cleve-

o banae m:s;‘ u;?m bave land, Detroit and ztlﬁalu. were puunng
and sewage wastes into the sewage
lakes, en:gemu pmblemspr:r'.;am Fish its walers. Phosphorous, ve
are poisoned by mercury, pesticides, nutrient cuunYined in food, househol
PCB’s and other d and fertilizers, stimulates

, & possible
ing agent. Some beaches are closed
because of sewage bacteria. -

“In five years, we've come a long
way toward cleaning up the Great
uzu.”udhvirmnmdmucﬁnn
Agency Administrator Russell E. Train
after 3 four-day irip arouad the lakes.

“Tremendous resources are being
brought to bear, and there are real suc-
,cn.tslonu But it is a very mixed pic-
ture. You can’t cure the ills of 100
years overnight."”

TEN YEARS AGO, NEWSPAPER
| beadlines across the country decried
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underwater plant growth ‘— which in
turn depletes oxygen necessary for fish

to survive.

Tod the dead, oxygen-depleied
area ‘hmoewveudﬂpercultof
the lake bottom has begun 1o recede.
However, Lake Ontario also is suffer-
mgfmm euthrophication, and has not
improved since 1967.

Last week, Train
awmacl:ha;hﬂul "Evmu'eg
our sewage lreatment on line,
we're tbeydntevens
quate te reduction,” he said. -

year.
Asatnbutehniustnu efforts,
Train dooned a ha mmcwmm

aanm santo Co.’s phospbates Flln‘dl_l

n—plang atment the dis-
Republic’s largest steel mill until re-
cently discharged oil, iron, zinc,

I, ammonia and cyanide in 70
millien gallons of water a day. A few
years ago, the Cuyahoga River, which
lempties into Lake Erie, became so
dirty {rom steel and chemical compa-

for water treatment facilities and fests

show its discharges are cleaper than
the river water it takes in.

WHILE MOST OF THE 480 INDUS-
trial discharges along the Great Lakes
have , often reluctantly,  to
comply with the water pollution control
laws, 17 plants, including four owned
by U.S. Steel, are fighting EPA in

Rq)ubuc Steel and Armeo, owners of
in Silver Bay, Minn.,
are locked n cnmbat with the federal
¢ the s potlu-
tion of Lake Supenor Reserve has dis-
charged 67,000 tons of taconite tailings
daily for 21 years, contaminating the
drinking water of Duluth with asbestos
fibers, a possible carcinogen (ca-ur-/
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