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Keasbey & Mattison & Certain—teed

I am afraid that in reply to your request I can only go on
ion since we do not retain file ma terial

over a large number of years and since we sold K & M in 1962
there is very 1little on file directly concerning that company.
However the general technical background at X & M was very
similar to that applying both at Newalls and TAC since K & M
made substantial quantities of asbestos cement and, for the
same length of time as Newalls, they made 85% magnesia
insulation, the diatomaceous modifications of that product and

finally calcium silicate insulation.

ad discussions with personnel at K & M

as they visited us and as I visited them and there is no doubt

in my mind that their technical people were well aware of the
asbestos health risk at any rate so far as asbestosis itself

was concerned. Up till 1962, although some work had been done
on the connection between exposure to asbestos and the occurrence
of mesothelioma, this connection was not extensively publicised
even amongst the technical people either in K & M or at Newalls.

From time to time Ih

when K & M was sold the remaining thermal insulation activity
there, which was calcium silicate manufacture, was disposed of
separately to Nicolet Industries. Therefore there was no
particular reason why the Certain-teed people should be familiar
with the asbestos hazard insofar as thermal insulation was
concerned. Of course they were well experienced in the
manufacture and use of AC products and I would be surprised to
find that they did not know something of the asbestoslis hazard

at any rate prior to 1962.

In August 1973 I visited Certain-teed sbecifically in connection

with their investigation of an offer made to them by the
Calsilite Corporation to selL_tq_Certain—teed their process for
making asbestos-free calcium silicate and the plant which had
until then been used to make the asbestos—-containing product.
At that time I am in no doubt that the officials concerned at
Certain-teed were aware of the need to be making an asbestos~
free.rather than an asbestos—containing product and that it was
the medical hazard of exposure to asbestos which created this

I do not know in what detail they were fam

need.
ible physiological results of exposure.

hazard and the poss

My memory of the general environmental conditions applying at

the Ambler, Pa. factory of K & M was that they were similar to
those applying in Newalls at that time, particularly in the areas
in which asbestos—containing insulation wvas being machined.
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