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jullt-Up Roofing Utilizing Asbestos Feldls

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (DSHA)
of the U. S. Department of Labor published a temporary
standard for occupational exposure to asbcestos on Lecember 7,
1971 and a permanent standard on Junc 7, 1972. Shortly after
the promulgation of the permanent standard, Johns-Manville
undertook a series of studies to determine fiber releasc
during the tcar-off and application of built-up roofing
utilizing asbestos felts. The purpose of these studies was
two-fold: (1) To ascerxtain i1ifE use of asbestos felts presented
a health hazard to the roofing applicator. {2) To asccrtain
1f the same use created a significant environmental hazard
for the gencral public.

buring the course of these studics nine job sites wore
monitorced and [i1fty-two airborne samples taken. All samples
were taken and analyzed by the monitoring tqchnjquu %;OleiCd
by OSHA 1n their asbestos standard.

All monitoring results showed an extremely low level of
fiber releasce. ALl samples were well below the present
occupational exposure limit of 5 fibers per cuble centimeier
and the limit of 2 f/cc effoective July 1, 107606, In tact,
with three excoptions all samplos wore bhelow 0.0 1 /00
(see data summary attached).

The very low level of fiber release during tear-ofl and
application of burlb-up rools confirms owr beliet that the

asbestos fabers are trrmly bhound by the asphalt applied Lo



the felt during manufacturce and the asphalt used to atctach
the felt to the roof. These levels arc so low as to present
no hazard to the health of the worker, and croeate no

cnvironmental hazard to the general public.
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