Anzust 28th, 1946

Mr. F. 0. Cese, Assistant to the Président
Anaconde Cc:prer sining Compeny
Room. 1860 - £5. Brosdway
Kew York 4, Nevr York .
SUBTICT: Visit of the the-pzc:m
Raprescnthtives

Dear Mr. Cose: . : : !l

On Tuesday, Aueust 27th, the folloing T rTedentatives of the
Eagle-Picher Compeny visited the pl-mt et Zast "nicego.\

Mr. Paul Familton, Mansger of the Zinc Oxids nenﬂrtmex:t\t\g{illsboro
Illinois; Mr. T, Clearman, Yenager or Xhe 1gna, Kansas Lw4d Smelting
Plant and ¥r. H. F. Lambart, ‘famge the 1‘)&0 Ti1lifiis Plant. These
gentlemen were principally 1nteres ed in see} the plsent, inapecting
its condition and the equinmant wﬁié{\ it cyri ins. They did mnt
request any cost information or any™ \prsi fipures with refersnce to
the value of the plant. 1Te spent the e\ T2 day with then.

. ! / gr— ~
Zine Oxide Nersriment, s h '

Yr, Femilton fds very m% \intar‘eéted in our Zinc Dxide Depart-
ment. He snamed varti u{lr—.rly int2rdsted in the packing equipment and
the fact that we had alnew St. Ragig Pecker that had not been used.

They heve besn dawlopihé this typy ¢ packer for their use at Hills-
boro ‘and they ider 1b\zery audp” superior to ths mogul-tyrs of packer
which wa uses @ Of cou:rse‘are/z{ch in eccord ?'ith tha oglnion of

Mr, Eamilt

l surfle Fuglacas very much surprised ir, Hamilton, if our
judgrent o 1q roactign’ 1s correet, With the furneees in a shutdown
condition, was abl /ﬁo see the atructural details which rezdily gave
kim sn unders anI{Ewof how they should be operated. He did not seem
too confident about bhis knowledge of the serap zinc business, which is
understandeble, because his raw matericl at Hillsboro has lsrgsly been
ore. We pointed out to him that the Muffls Furnaces, ss he sew them,

_bed: produced sll -grades of zinc oxide from Acicular Oxide v lig? Oxide
from various forms of scrap.

@

He was alsc intercsted in how we removed the residus from
the furnace and the final disposition of the residus metsl after the
zine content had been reduced to a minimum,
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They edmittsd that Eagle-Picher had no% been able to make
much headwey in selling their zine oxide to thes rubber trade. e
pointed out to them that our Muffle Furnace development had: produced
a satisfactory oxide for the rubber trade since its original opsretion,

‘end that the staff at East c iieago was familier with the reuuirﬂments

«

American Block

of the Tubbsr trade. They were also improssed with the Paint’
Labarntory equiprent and the completeness of- oux racilities ‘for test
purpoaes, a8 w9ll &4 the cerdmic 1aboretory test equipmen&.

The Fregch Furnaee and the American Block ofjeoursse we
explained to tnem wars, in our minds, obsolete equipm
témporary use if deaired.

They did not ssem too familiar with. the.opqla‘ian and.
advantages of & fmono; éil system for the. purposes—for which we uge it.
They did however sde a chance for improvement in our bé&hbuse for
hendlingthe zinc oxide from the hoppers to the mouorail by the
ingertion of ‘a large screw or rg- ~arrapfedfient® of the bagsasc that screw
conveyars would deliver tha materiq} $f6m a gr§up of hoppers to one

central point. v <\ 1’

N\
Vagle-?icher {8 ndt 1ntereétedzin any of our csrborundum
retorts or carborundum that we have ou haﬁd. They stoarertly hava
developed quite an efficient rotary\furna & for produeing zinc oxide.
They also use a rotary fiipfiace for rihesti >some of their oxides,
They were interested in we reheat 4 some of our French Furnace
Oxjdes in past years. |

Mr..el""\an was\iht TEgted in the possidility or .tearing out
bck Furnaces and substitutinz & rotary furnace. He
wondered if/We had suff 1ent co0oling capacity in our Anerican Rlock
iile one of #hpir rotary furnaces.

: : g\use of thie/asbestos bag im our American Block rathor
interestad t‘:QZ:::gggh(phey knew that the American Zinc hed usnd them
for some time. €-Picher has appsarently had difficulty in getting
cotton bags and their temperature for their baghouses at Hillsdoro
often reach 350°r Mr. Hamilton indicated thet he liked the wool bag
oxcept for its very high ‘dost. The wool bag of course does give him

2 little more protection at higher temperatures but it is a very.
questionable economy. We indicated that the asbestos bag might help
bim in his situation.
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Maite Lead Plent

All of the repressntatives were very much interested in the
technical phases of the Sperry Process, particularly in ths esll room and
the cell operations. Hdr, Clearman, who has charge of the: operation of
the Yead sulphate plant of Tacle-Picher, smiled when we told him how we
had produced lead sulnhate from basic carbonste pulp. . ¥r, Clearman did
indicate that 1f 1t wers left to him'he would leave ths Sperry gell Room
intact bocnu 12, it 1s too valuable as 8 cell room %o tear ut. and to

Picher‘rroces £ h nece jary ch

They vere very favorg

. LN
The foore Filtef,< f inte:
reference as to why we #ifptad the Map:
use it. Te sxplained o jd;easods andl It
the Moore Filter what ¢ dﬁies would re
make the filter bacxets\t
all of the filt;rfnp.don=

white lesd as. barrelled

sjétuch interested im ocur Noisture Tester for
n

Th¥g\also 11ked very much the White Lead Flant Yarehouse with
the crepe and hethod.-of pressing the bags and. storing them.

They indicated that in their opinion the skid loading and
delivery of the pigments is going to become B very izpportent method of
hendling plements. e indicated that we felt much the ssme as they did
and realized that many people were developing new ideas that might make
skid handling very much more attractive.
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Lead Refinsry

The prineipel interest vwas in the Lead Refinery Building end
‘related facilities for the treatment of battery plates end seccndary
lead, ‘They. ingpected the removal of the brick work from the residue
furnece and the condition of the residue furnace water-jacketed pan,
It:dis nbvicus that the pan is of little value. Te explaiped-to them
that the buckstays end other equipment would be put saide and could . be
used for recensiruction of a furpace if 4t wore desirable.

Vie also discussed the rotary furnace development, the removal
of the bripgk lining from this fumaca ‘to racover the éilver valuesg, and
a ¢omparigon of the rotary furnace ¥s.blast furhace £o1] treatient. of
battery plates.  %hile inspecting the blest furnace W3,| Clesrnen was
particular;y interssted abauy rj.fq;-e,;le‘u‘who d had blast furnace
experianc S ¢ explainua to him the 'situetion  ag. é agrreauy Jiven

Hr. Hallo s on the telephona. \ \
Personnel ‘ //‘ \\

The above covers the visit- t)u-ough }le plant. In addition
to this 1n(‘u::mst1cm. I should ¢onfirm my brief ‘conversation with you
today: relative to the telephone call‘ar Mz, Hallows while thege gentle-
men visited the plant. Mr. Hallows ‘tele;; ned to find out hos many of

our: staff members were still om’ the na‘yro;’l at Enst Chicero. I
briefly gave him the answers to. hla quesuons about ths tollowinp
employees: N

J. T, cle(rk \\ T. A. Yayhew

T. Klime ) ¥, ¥arT™lhurg

T, Halto \ J. Rinn

W. Portes \ // Stanley Dudek
..Jﬁfockd& : L. R.. Cutler
s, Toney - T™anl Calhoun
J. Knox 3. B. PFosay
e j nghire Paul Martens
E. Stdlte Walter Mack
F. f'eeﬁer Charles Mainland

: also inguired as to the possibility of hourly
employees returninu if 7egle-Picher should buy the plant. I told Him
that as far es I knew the Psrsonnsl Departmsnt felt thst e numbar of
our key hourly employees would be willing to return if the plant were
taken over by some congern that would use essentially the same .
equipment as at present, : However, I indicated that:.e number of our
employees had left and:some of them nrobablv have better jobs and would
be reluctant to return.
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Ye made it & point to show these men sround to cur genersl
plant facilities, storeroom, machine shop, change houses, offices,
ete. They indicated that the plent was gcertainly well maintained and
the office and builldings kept surprisingly clean. '

I trust this information may be helpful and of interest to
you. .

Very truly yours,

G=T/bm
ce: ¥r.F,Leist
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