Aupzust 21, 1240,

Personal and Confidential

Yr. Harry ¥. Kaley,
Dear Harrys

The following is a swmmary of the informetion avallable in
altimore, pertelning to the cleaning of a leaded gasoline storage tank at
the Tidewater Torminal, Curtis Bay, Meryland. This information wes obtained
following a telephons call on Tuesday morning, August 13, from the privetes
rhysician of one of the men engaged in the tank cleaning work and covers
the situation as we know it up to the present date.

Tork started st the Terminal in question aboubt the first of
July, involving pipe line changes and the cleening of a fusl oil storage
ank, the work being done under the immediate supervision of i, Z. W,
Jorsey of the Engineering Department of Tidewater's Eastern Division, with
offices in New York City. It was later decided to clean lsaded gasoline
storaze tank #T-1, a tank of 80,000 bbl. capacity. Sometime prior to the
start of the work on tank 77«1, HMr. Assistant Chief Engineer
of Tidewster's Emstern Division, and in authority over ir. Dorsey, came to
Baltinore to supervise the work. The tank was pumped out Saturdsy night,
fupgust 3, . reported to have worked 2l1 night. The tank was
entored Sunday, August 4, with eirlipe nesks,and some "heavy stuff" was re-
moved., Complete informetion is not availeble on the nemes or the nmuber of
men in the tank on this date. It is thought that a man by the name of HoQuay,
e helper to Mr. Dorsey, was in the tank on that .date. Fossibly lr. Dorsey
can clarify this point.

The tenk was steamed for nine hours onr Honday, August 5§, and
allowed to cool and air through Tuesday, August 6. There 1s no definite
information indiceting that anyone was in the tank from Sunday until Viednesday
morning. Iir. Dorsey left Baltimore "about Tuesday" for 2 tenk cleaning job
in Renseleer, lew York, telting with him, it is reported, his helper,

Ur. HeQuay.

On Wednesday morning, August 7, the cleaning was started, the
workers wearing airline masks and boots, but some at lsast without gloves.
On Thursday, August 8, the work continued, some of the workers working part
of the time. at least, without masks. One worker, Curtis Hermen, not using
a nask, refused to continue work in the tenk at 10:00 A.ill. Thursdey muorning.
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Packing of masks {or shipment to Mr. Dorsey in Renselaer was reported to
have started ab noon on Thursday. However, spparently there was some
question on the advigebility of working without mesks, for there were
comments indicabing that the wmasks were then unpacked, or st least the
packing was delayed until later in the day. Some masks were used during
the afternoon. I{ is not known at this time whether or not all the workers
ir the tank during the afterncon used msasks.

The masks wore shipped sometime late Thursdey to Remselaer, and
the work continued Yriday without this equipmsnt. It seems well established
that the zctual removal of sludge had not been canpleted when the masks
were shipped. Part of Fridsy, August 9, was dovoted to sweeping a rusty
zsiaterial from the bottom of the tank. Considerable water seems to heve bsen

used throughout the cleaning procees. In addition to“ one
other man is said to have noted same illness during the work on inursday or
Tridey snd did not contlinue work, at least inside the tank. During the
period Wednesday, Thursdey and Friday, a total of nine men had entered the

tenk, and their names are as follows:

ir. elt i1l when he was bathing Friday evening,
ca:nplaining of the gasoline fumes in the shower room. He returned to work
Saturday morning, finding that some of his crew, at leest, were at the
plant, but reporting illness. He celled or had someone else call Dr. Rubine,
one of the Doctors handling compensation cases for the Lwuabermen's Mubual.
A Dr. Wilkerson is seaid to head the group of Ioctors handling compensation
cases for thet insurance compsny,

obtained three more emplagaes,mv
mi ‘and finighed the cleaning of ank caturaey
ng. 1016 Work

s said to have consisted of clesning the rusty meterial
from a small area adjegsent to the manhead. This is reported to have
required two or three hours, with the impression that the usual schedule of
fifteen minutes in the tenk and forty-five minutes outside the tank was
being meinteined. One of the men, adviged that he had been
in the tank only ebout fiffeen minutes, and t prior to the time the
tank was closed. Mr. wes exemined by Dr. Rubine after the work
was finlshed, apperently about noon, and was told to go home and go to bed,
and thet he would be all right Monday morning.
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Tew details are available on the happenings beuwesn Saturday
noon, August 10, and Tuesday morning, August 13. I'ive mon in addition to
r. R ere knom to be 111, and their names ars es follows:

A. ©. Soboleski was reported to have been talten %o the hospital sometime
londay, Ausust 12,

Tuesday morming, August 13, we receive o from Dr. James
¢, Hrwell, orivate physician for many years to #r, . Telephons

conversabions followed hetween our Baltimore Office and Dr. Hachle in
Cincinnati. I called on lHr. 8. P Wise, Sunerintendent of the Tidewater

Terminal in Saltimore, and on ?ﬁr.‘ obtaining informstion on
the tank cleaning. Ifr. Witter wes ranbling and somewhet confused in his con-

versation, but most of his comments were relevent. !Mr. Wise advised that
the five other men 111 were under the cars of a vhysicisn. Dr. Idradin sr-
rived lats Tuesday night.

— diled early “odnesdey morning, Auvzust 1l4. Ve
definitely lesrmed, for the first time, t habt nmors than six men had been in

the tank, and the nwnes, addresses and some direct or indirect informetion
wag obtained on each.

reported some
wno were in ths tank

arl

ilIness.
Sgburday morn

3

epparently noted no i1l effec 8 .

YR -
n to the hospitw shursday, aAugust 14

was taken To the hospital on Ffridey, August 16.

Ine

et XY }

Tidewster engaged workmer for covering the sludge pits and
areas whore liquid had overflowed. These men were completely equipped with
special clothes, rubber gloves, boots end canister masks. The pits were
covered Thursdey efternoon and Friday, Ausust 15 and 16, but because of the
large area over which liquid wes said to have flowed, the turning of that
ground was not completed until Monday afternoon, August 19. All of this

work was supervised by members of the Baltimore Division.

- Dr. Schradin left Baltimore I'ridey night, and no effort will be
unde to include in this letter a resume of his many calls and conferences
during his three days in Baltimore. Dr. Schradin may have some information
on the procedures used during the tank cleaning, in addltion to that con-
tained in this report.
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Reports tha’c— and - were oritically 111
sontinued over the wesk end, but Tuesday it was learned through iir. 8. P.

#ise that both men had shown improvement, esvecially . Their
reports continue to be favoreble today. end
were relessed I{rom the hospitel Saturday, s one of Them, & rd

returning for treatment over the week end. ﬁxere is little 8pecific infor-
on on the other men in the hospital, who were not as seriously ill as
and - sxoept that their condition seems to be satisfaectory.

The Baltimore American, Sunday, August 18, published informa=~
tion on the accident. This paper hes been forwerded to lr. O, B. lLewle.
Yo news ltem was noted in the other Baltimore pspers.

¥r. R, E, Benner, Chief Engineer of %the Eastern Division of
Tidewater, arrived in Baltimore on Wednesdey, August 14, and Dr. Schradin,
“r. Cronin and I talked with him Wednesdey evening., bir, Cronin and I
corbirued our discussion with Mr. Bonner when Ir. Schradin left for & call
t the hospitel. As Mr. EBenner is listed ss the "suthority man", we feel
that you will be especially interested in s brief resume of our discussion.

r. Denner commented at some length on his Ssfety rules end
regulations, eppearently wishing to estsblish the thoroughness of his depart-
ment in this respect. He also commented at some length on the ability of
Ir. is Assistant, indieating that he felt M m:nust have been
aff'e0 y the fumes, intense hest, etc., prlor to the hat the masks
were removed; otherwiss, he would not have permitited this violation of their
Safety practice., We did not discoursze iir. Benner's thought that m’r._
weas not in complete possession of his mentel faculties at the time he per=-
aitted the removal of the masks and the shipment of the equipment from
Baltimore. This possibllity wes pointed out to ¥r., Denner as enothsr reason
for his accepting the assistance of the Safety Ingineers of the Ethyl
Gasoline Corporation in tank cleaning supervision work. He heartily agreed,
end when notification plans were discussed, he advised that he would
astablish a dual notificstion system vmereby a mexber of his office staff
end the Enginser in cherge of the work would both notify the Ethyl Gasoline
Corporetion, advising him in turn that the notifications had been given;
further, that he would, on his chart pertaining to tank cleaning work,
sgtablish e column for checklng to see that these notifications were handled.
Prior to this time, when Dr. Schradin was participating in the discuassion,
the latter asled ir. Benner if hs made a practice of notifying the Ethyl
Gssoline Corporation of hias plans to clean leaded gruoline tanks, MNr. Bemner
edvised that sometimes he did and somstimes he did net. This comment, with
those of later in the evening, left me with the impression thet kir. Benner
had not in the past felt that the assistance of the Ethyl Gasoline Corpore-
tion was that which he should have but rather thet which he could have if he
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chose. It wass no epologetic comment or tone when he advised that some-
times he did and sometimes he did not notify the Ethyl Gasoline Corvora-
tion. le gave no impression of having previously telt that he considered
it advisable or necessary to arrange for the asslstence of an Ethyl
Safety Engineer in the cleaning of 211 leaded gesoline tanks. At one
point he inquired if there were any charge for the services of ons of

our fafety Ungineers, stating thet he hed never received sny bill when
one had been present on his tank cleaning work. Mr. Benner, throughout
the conversation, seemed to express a very favorable attitude towsrd the
Ethyl Gesoline Corporation.

During the evening ¥r. Benner steted that he had tank cleaning
notification cards on hand end that & representative of' the Fthyl Gasoline
Corporation had called on him in the pest. 1In fact, he used the term
"called regulerliy.”

In svite of the calls made on Jir, Denner, it seems obvious that
he did rnot consider the notification of the Ethyl Gasolins Corporstion of
tenk cleaning vlans a8 & "must." #ithout any such direct statements on
hig part, I sainsd the impression thet his previous attitude had been that
the services of an Ethyl Safety Lngineser were available if he wanted them,
and I am inclined to belleve that he honestly looked at the mabtbter as one
of being “his choice."” It is obdbvious that he had confidencs in his Safety
rules end regulations and in his Enginesrs in charge of the tank cleaning
work. Host men in such a position neaturally have that feeling of confidence.
It is also obvious thet a representative of another company, the kthyl
Gasoline Corporation, faces a difficult problem in ixplanting in the minds
of susch men that notification is & "must." A representative or a Safety
Enginear may be successful in convineing most Authority Men, or even a very
high percentsze of them, thet notification should be & "must,” but the
cshances of establishing it as such in the minds of the nscessary 100% of
the men they contact seem questiocnable.

Althouzh through the reguests of the members of our organixation
directly to this group we may be successful in a high percentage of the
cases, I believe that to clesrly establish the notification &s a "must,"
specific orders from those to whom they are responsible are recuired, if
ve ere to obtain complete coopsration from all Authority ien. You,no doubt,
have given considerstion to thia, and I hope to haye en ovrportunity at the
coming Divisior Heeting for a discusslion with you on this point.

|

Yours very truly,

FC e
il

“YCDh:R « O, Daes.
j
/

¢C: Dr. R. A. Koehoe. /
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