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OSHA INSPECTION OF PEDRICKTOWN PLANT - INTERIM REPORT

On 7/14/77 OSHA Initiated a general Inspection of the Pedricktown Plant. Since
the two compllance officers conducting the Inspection are industrial hyglenists,
they intend to concentrate on health problems - specifically mentloned were VCM,
acrylonitrile, lead, cadmium, carbon black, and nolse.

fFollowing Is a summary of thelr four visits to date:

July 14,

1977

1.

2.

HFG-eJI-B WEV. ) T9 1i1eD,

Inspectors Lewis and Sowerbutts met with A.R. Webber and D.P. 0'Keefe to

dlscuss their intentions and specitlc interpretations of the VCM Standard.

A question regarding appropriate medical surveillance for employees exposed

In an emergency was raised.

This invelved a reported Incident (6/28/77)

where three employees were exposed to VCM because they falled to utllize

respirator protection.
physician on 7/15/77. .
have been contacted immediately.

thelr boss and advise us of the outcome.

We had planned to discuss this with the plant
The inspectors felt that the plant physiclan should
They said they would discuss thils with

They showed a partlcular interest in the tralning glven employees -

especially new employees.

OSHA TolkmS

Met with A.P. Moran and C.D, Eisenhart to review 100's, 101's and 102's,

Conducted walk-through of tank farm, Mass resln, Pearl/Paste, and the

Dryer building.

The only comment made during the tour involved respirators

hanging on the wall (unprotected) in the Mass resin office.

They requested the following information:

Safety procedures pertaining to VCM and Lead
Medical examination policies for VCM and Lead
Plant Iayout

Process flow diagrams for all processes
Coples of 102's

List of prcjects undertaken to reduce expotre to VCM
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July 15, 1977

1.

2.

Dlscussed training programs and showed 2 part sllde presentation, and
locally produced video tapes on VCM training and respliratory protection.

Completed walk-through of plant in Compound and Latex. They were visibly
concerned about what they saw In compound and commented on ‘the following:
. dust coated resplrators on 3rd floor desk and lockers
. water fountain on third floor
. dust Inside gloves at weigh booths
. dust in lunch room
. floor cleaning practices (dry sweep)

noise level! around mill

OsHA maid) g WAJA w‘b'segeepln g ln wgrehouse

3.
BFG:  Resuers

They requested a summary of personnel monitoring results for the VCM areas
demonstrating a reductlon, {f any, In exposures over a r 0 e,
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1.

Inspectors Lewls, Sowerbgtts, 1Pd Hess arrlv?d to conduct lead monitoring
! .

n Compound. Tw'f}f'f gtﬁ 40\0‘3@31& ot oun%

Four techniclans (2 mixing techs ard 2 weigh techs) were monitored for dust

fleadl exposure for a duratlon of 7 hours. We collected parallel samples.

When asked how the 8 hr. TWA Is determined, Sowerbutts repllied that the final
result is calcuiated based upon an 8 hour day. In our case:

/ j\.;v'.j N
X mg/m3 X 7 hour sample -

= 8 hr. TWA
8

Wipe samples were taken from the lunch room table and vending machines, the
desk on the third floor,. and taside the respirators of the monitored
employees after thelr morning and afternoon breaks. The wipe sample is a
qualitative measure of contamination.

Photographs were taken of .the monlitored employees, a dusty respirator, and
the water fountain.

fhe proposed lead standard was reviewed along with most recent blood and

"uring lead level results.
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