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Hr. Jo G Martin #2 S0P

was to have them discontinue flooding this area with wa
severcl hours, causing the fluid to float dom 2 4
continuing this, T next had them bury the ditch and drain w1t; four
unloaded some fifteen to twenty truck leads of fuller's earth which W
un::ra erea surrounding the Ethyl blendiag plent. We continued +

and signs of Ethyl Tluild had been complzately buried, I
found, to my surprise, that there wss no I
Thet lwﬂ*lc_o4or thera wes, wos finid chish
drun. After removing =11 drums, pipe connec®

L ]

ded with kerosene five tinmes, snd mors dirt added
connections, ete. have been hauled to a vacsnt pisee of 2
a ‘second time. Picturs #3 was taken from the top of 2 t nk car und shows
nditions of the drums immedigte 1, ter the fira. This part of the plat-
g but 1‘“1117 drums and still there was no odor or oay siga of Ethyl fluid.
hat this is true, due to the fact that I was the first man %o inspsct
s was the first man to ap“ro&ca the area its2lf, aftasr the first was
; wiwring exactly
T

c
tare #4 is nothing more than a view of two Ethyl drums sh
siorring how clean they were inside. The drum on the right

jo

[o)

o]
C*‘c!-O [y )]

z{°

these drums ar
extinguished. P
~het happene:

contelins som

-

Summing up ths eatire Situations T would like &t this time to offer a few
sugzgestions, as well as comuenis, from a personal viewpoint.

In the first nlace, o circulating pump in an I should have a

1200 ft. suction line for this reason: a line 1200 £t long na Blréllf has an wnusually largs
=mount of gasoline vzpor or will have as soon as the ﬁﬂqd is gtartsd. The osuan T om rzferring
to is an electric driven ceatrifical pump, with a capaciiy of 1,000 zellons per wminute. There
is a possibility that the sxplosion could have been av01ded had we been =bls 3o flood the
platform with a sprinkler system; which should have had a tendency o keep our drums cool
long enoughi for “hs fire to have beea pub out. I firmly believe that ecct 2Ty 2asS0-
line 5lzat, including toank car installations, should be sguipped with the most efficient
sprinkler system possible, =nd if pessible, a valve at 2 safe distence from the plzat where
in case of necessity, if a fire has steried, this valve could e opaned without iavolwving

- + - -
any grast donger.

Personul*d, I believe steam pumps are muchh mors satisfactory in every ruspecb
surely there could not be enough difference between the steam znd electricity for us o
tzke any chance whatsoever of heving this heppen again. I would rec omaend that all Ethyl
Gasoline plants use steam pumps only, if it is a2t all possible. IT not, the pumps should
be isolated to some degrse which will possibly avoid a racurrsance of this kind.

I sincerely hope the above report covers this accident enough in detail, so
that we mey be sble to aveid a similar accldent. I have ziven you this r2port to the besit
of my knowledge and T handled the situation to the best of my ability

. _ =
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