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DI'Q 00 Jc B‘yeh
Adla House
58 Torminus Str
Zast London .
South Af.’r!.ol.

Daar Doator Smyth:

T havo roooivod a otmnuni- -
cation from London. 1nroruing me of your appointment -
a3 medical consultant of the Aasoclated Ethyl Company
Ltd. in East London, an appointmane whieh I horevlth
approve. R

- X ahall attampc to aend you
separately & series of artiiles which are of importance
in connection with your work, and I should appreciate it
very much 1f you would comaunicate w th me on receipt of
this letter, and also on receipt of the booklets, so that
I shall know whethar or noh oithar. or both of them, havo
roached you.

Even under the present dis~
turbed conditions, I try to maintain contact with our
medical representatives, and to keep acquainted with what
is going on. Accordingly I should be very grateful to
you 1f you would write to me, telling me as much of the .
character of the work as may seem useful, and raising
any questiona which may ocour to. 'you 1.n eonnoction with
this work.

Brierly let me sa:y that if
the mixing plnnt haa been properly built and is prcporly
operated, and 1f the workmen oonduct themselves in accor~-
dance with the ragulsﬁiona, ‘no dLfrioulties of any type
should be experienced. ' Generally speaking, I regard the
medical work as an additional aafegusrd and as an insuranoce
against the development of carelessneas, which I think would
otherwise be inevitabls. However there 1a one hazard con-
nected with the handling of leaded gamoline whioch should be
menti oned specifically. I refer here to the oleaning of
tanks which have been used for the storage of leaded gasollne.
On the last page of the book of regulat ions, you will find
specific inatructions. 1:3 oonnection with this work. In some
countries there might be a tendenoy to regard these instruc-
tiona as unduly r»igid. I can assure you that they are not,
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and that if they are not carried out in detail, there
are likely to be serious cases of 1llness, . We have had
quite a number of cases of poisoning from this sowrce
in this country with a number of fatalities, and the
{llness which develops, 88 you will see in one of the -
articles which I am-sending you, 18 of the type which
none of us like to see. We have s tudied this problem
“"with a great deal of care, and perhaps I should point
out briefly what seems to occur. Under the condltlons
of storsge of leaded gasoline in tanks, there is a
3light decomposition of tetraethyl lead in the formation
of organioc lead compounds in the aludge at the bottom of
the tank, which seem to be capable of reforming small
quantities of tetraethyl lead. The quantities involved
in the sludge are very small, and in our Sgparience with
a number of thess tanks, they rarely make,more than onse
tenth of a per cent of the material lying in the water at
the bottom cof the tank. Usually the concentration is
considsrably under ocne~tenth of a per cant. On the
other hand these materials are volatile, and when the
sludge i3 handled without due precaution against in-
halation and skin contact, men may develop acute tetra-
ethyl lead poisoning, It 1s necessary, thsrefors, that
every precaution againat skin contact and espsclally
inhalation, be taken. The regula tions which we have
devised for this purpose have demonstrated thelr adsquacy,
end 1f they are followed, the dangers of this work are
not 2opreclable.

Please accept my thanks in
sdvance for the courtesy of an oc¢casl onal communicstion,
for an acknowledgment of this letter and the receipt of
the booklets which I am sending you.

Sincerely youﬁs,

RAK3is | Robert A.~Kehos, W.D.
QLea %a '{’MJ




