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The Amcricau Flint Glass Workers
Union organized on July 1, 1878 in the
city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania is now
in ity 99th year of cxistenee. It ix recog-
nized not vnly as one of the oldest, but
one of the most respeeted trade unions
within the labor movement of the world.
Approximately 00 Delegutes, represent.
ing 190 Jocul univns have assesnbled here
in Hollywood, Florids in the 91at Inter- .
national Convention. E

Through 1959, the Union mot annually.
Conventions heid in thoe carly years, and through the 1020's had
little resemblance to present counvention arrangements. The
organization for more than forty ycars was comprized of an
excloxively male membership of skilled glossworkers and mold
makers. There were no womon among the membership, The
number ol Delegutes in tho Conveation varied from the 31 men
.who wero in attendance at the first Convention to 133 Delegates
that were in the 1930 Convention held in Wildwood, New Jersey. 2 /4
In thoso carly dsys, Conventions wero held during the summer = *_J '
months; usually in. tho month of July when the gloss furnaces '
were down for ropuir. Couvention wewkions wero usually held in b i .
tho auditorium of a local high school and the delegates found 7. -~ 73 )
room sccommodations with the residents of the town where the &5 5~
Convention was held. Large hotels, motels and meoting com- =7 X
plexes now uvailuble did not cxist in those days. The major o~
botels that did cxist in these early days that could accommodate -7
large groups were located in major cities. Rates were wsually o
such that they could not be afforded by plant workers who made ~ -/
up tho delegation. The reecords and library of the Interastional =
Union are full of meworabilin of "those bygone days

It is always difficult to satisfy everyone concerning tho site

of a Union Convention. Back in thoso dayx, however, Conven- (e
tions were held in such cties as Steubonville, Ohio; Evanaville,

Indiangs; Sandusky, Ohiv; Cumberland, Maryland; Egg Harbor, ¢}

Now Jersey; Murion, Indiuna; Cambridge and Tiffin, Ohio, und  f—

other small towns that were then tho center of major glass pro- (=
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duetion faeilitios. With the passage of tho Wagner Act, under
President Franklin D. Roosovelt, an entire new ern of unionism
burst on the American scene. Workers for the first time obtained v
the full right of franchise to select by secret ballot 3 collective
bargaining agent of their own choosing, and managers and plant
owners were lorbidden by law from taking action against work-.
crs which bad long prevented them from joining Unions without
harussment und fear. The ycarning for a voice in their working
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glass industry. Where in the past the summer months have hoen
times of enrtailment we may find that our plants will he bnsy
preparing arders for winter: as gas may be availahle in the sum.
mer months that will not he available in the eolder months when
millions of homes must be heated by gas in addition 1o mecting
the necessition of fndustry,

The Carfer administration hos o comprehensive program
hefore Congress an the entire enerey question. There is wide
debate voneerning all aspeets of the jssue, but while the dehate
vatges the prablom will eonfinne amd i answers are not Tonnd §
will he the ghise workers and others who fabor in the nation's
factories wha swill lave their livelihoods affeeted as a result of
plant shutdowns, Awswers must he found 1o this eomplex
proflem,

Health Problem at Port Allegany

We attempt to keep the membership abreast of the major
aetivities of the Internantional Union throngh the trade eirenlar,
{1 is impossible and sometimes inodvisable 1o reproduse in the
trade eivenlnr everything thot franspires, We bolieve, hawever,
that our membership should know of the tremendons amount of
work we have heen daoing over the pac Tew years 1o he helpful
te onrr membership cmployed in the Port Allegany, Pennsyivanin
plant ol the Pittalueeh Corning Corpoention,

In 1961 Pittabureh Corninge introdueed into the Port Alle.
gany plant a numnfacturing operation that required the wee of
nmosite ashestos, The produet manutuetured of this material was
used for insnbtion aed sold under the trade mame *Uinihestos™
Bowas manafactured i the plant from 1963 unti! 1972 when it
wias stopyed,

It was diseontinuad as n resoly, of revelations eoming omt of
other plats whorve achestos was used 1o the afieet that achestos
was i serious health hazard cobjecting those exposed 1o 11 to
mesotheltomsa feaneer of the lintne of the Junes or abdomen) and
in addition eaneer of the solon and reetum, Over a perind of
time i1 was estimateod that more than SO0 workers affiliated with
onr Loeal 101 were expased ta the danger, The sympioms of
the iHness doopot show up bnediately, it hegin to appear f'ram
fiftoen to fwenty years alter exposure, 11 has been estimated that
approximately ane third of those oxpnsed die of ashestos related
diseases,

We are sure thad many have seen on felevision or read in
Thee press of instanees in reeent times whore workers have heen
exposed unknowingly to varians eanceer causing agents and chemi.
eals waed i industrial processes thronehont the nation.

We were fiest alerted o the Port Allecany sitnntion by Dr,
W. M. Jdebnson who was previonsty affiiinted with the United
States Department of Health, Later we eontacted Drs. Trving
Nelikofl and Ldwin Holstein aflfilisted with the Monnt Sinad
Nehool of Medivine of the Clity Univeesity of New York, These
twa dactors and partienlarly D Seliloodl are recornized as world
authorities on diseases eansed by ashestos and other exposures
to toxie ehemieals and materinls,
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In conjunction with the International Union the docetors have
drawn up a program to he put in place in Port Allegany in the
near future that would monitor the health of all those exposcd
s thut remediul trcatment might be instituted at the earliest
state that a mahgnnncy raight occur, or an indication be given
that infection is beginning. This program would cost in exeesy
of $J00,000 & ycar to implement. We are awaiting the reply of
the company. We are hopeful that we will receive u favorable
anywer, but if we do not we do not intend to allow the mutter
to rest. We believe it is the responuibility of the company, under
whose dircetion and within whose premises the men were
to do everything possible to preserve their health in the yc.nru
ahead . We arc ecertain that we can suve muny lives by curly
deteetion,

We also included in conjunction with the program un edu.
cationu] eampuign urging those who smoke to discontinue their
use of tobaceo. losearch hus detnonstrated thut those whu use
tobacco and also been exposed to asbestos have u greater risk of
contracting mesothelioma than non-smokers,

Contract Negotiations for 1877
The last major contracts of the American Flint Glass Work-
ers Union were of three years duration and werc negotiated in
the second half of 1974 and the first half of 1975. All of these
major controcts are cxpiring in the months ahend.

These contracts are applicable to mold mokers employed in
the glass container and commereial mold industry, which cover
approximately 4,000 journeymen mold makers and appremtices,
in addition to sutomstie machine plant eontracts with companies
sach ax the [ibbey Glass Division of Owens-Illinois, Anchor
Hoeking Corporation, Federal Glass Company, Brockway Glass
Company, Jeannette Corporstion, and Indiana Glass must be
agreed upon. Two contracts must also be negotiated with the
Kimble Dividon of Owens-Illinois locoated at Vineland, New Jer-
sey and Warsaw, Indiana. About 10,000 members of our union
are employed in these automatie machine plaat factories pro-
ducing pressed and blown glass tableware, baking ware, and
other glass producta.

Contracts will aiwo be cxpiring applicable to more than
11,000 or moroe workers employed in twaenty-four plants through-
out the United States and Canuda of the Corning Glass Works.
The negotiations with Corning usually begin with tho lead con-
tract being consnmmated in Corning, New York following which
cach of the braneh plant contracts are negotiated. With twenty-
four plants involved contract talks usually begin carly in Novem.
ber and eontinue until all eontracts are negotiated in the twenty-
four plants. Usually negotiations with Corning do not end until
the month of June. This, of course, is & tremendous task and
requires the full attention of tho International President.

On several oecasions local unions have requested that I
should head their particular contract negotiations. It is just
imposaible for me to do so. The major pattern of glass industry
settlements usually emerges from the contract negotiations con-
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