RAGNAR J. NESS, M. D.
334 METROPOLITAN BUILDING
DENVER, COLORADO

KEarch 11, 1941

Dr. Willard lackle
5940 Winton R4.
Cineinnati, Ohio

Dear Bill:

Thanks for the letter. I was very happy to
hear from youv. It looks like Cincinnati has been in
the spotlisht the past few days with airplane crashes
and janitors refusing to turn on the heat. I lost no
time in looking over the list of casualties in the
airplane accldent and was pleased to find your name

missing.

You probably are anxious to know how,

is progressing, and I must say right now thet his
convalescence since leaving the hospital has been
ureventful. At this time he has no compleints to
speak of. de has gained over ten pounds in weigcht in
the past week with a good return of his appetite and
strength. He has had no trouble in sleeping since
comine home. A few days ago he went to Idaho Springs,
where he took some hot mineral baths together with
drinkince a lot of so-called "radium water”. The day
following he felt well but had a return of the
metallic taste to ruite a marked deoree. Do you think
there is any connection?

Just yesterday I presented his case to the
students . at the school, and we had a very interesting
clinic on lead poisoning. Cummings also presented a
mild case that he had picked up from a similar plant
operating in Englewood, Colorado. His exposure was
throuch cutaneous absorption and had about 0.7%6 liss
Pb/Liter of Urine.
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I expect to present this case to the local

HMedical Society sometime next month. What do you think
abtout me writine it in the form of a paper including
the other men that were exposed? ¥ith the data that
you have, about all I would have to do is copy it and
get ecredit for an article, unless you had planned on
doing the same thing yourself. Any susgestions that
vou micht have will certainly be appreciated.

- specimen is, most lizely, in your

hands b now and I am anxiously awaitine to hear what
vou Tind ris level to be at this time. I hope that
the container was satisfactory; if not, advise me
what type of btottle I should use for collection of
futuvre samrles. Ilow about a blood specimen?

™he other boys have not put in an appearance
since you left, but I have heard from Loehr that they
are more or less symptomless. DBrice was in the other
day and advised me that he was making some alterations
in the 0ld plant with the thought that he wovld reopen
for operations as soon as ne could zet some iaea as to
how stiff the code would be. ZIrom what I can gather
the local attorneys for the Ethyl Corroration are on
his trail.

I have been hoping to inherit some new lead
difficulties in order to -et you out here again so that
we could renew onr fricndship with 0ld Judee licKenna.
Ruth is gairing steadily every day and it wont be long
before she is her normal self.

Awaiting to hear from you soon, I am

yours,

@Y . D
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