-

“GGCUPATIONAL IR

«in various industriss—including

10 GAHCER SOUGHT

Those Exposed to C_)He}mnica:[s
at Work to Be Studied -

By JANE E. CRODY

How many of the myriad
chemicals and particles tof:
which raod:n man is ¢ nfing
aily expos=C may c:'use ¢ en-
hacze the .pree th of n:ran
cancey? To:tiy to ansv  this

questin®, “he AT
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sive stt 1y £ workees whe arc
occupationally exposcd to sus-
pected hazardous substances.
The study, announced yester-
day at a news confercnce held
in conjunction with the cancer
society’s annual meeting here,
will involve a thoraugh analvsis
of the dea.x rcenrds of hune
dreds of thousands of workers

asbestos workers, typographers,
printing tradesmen and c¢hemi-
cal war'ers '
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) Leknaie.s & i physeal
j azards at highsr concentra-
Lion, niore tegulztly and more
murnately than most people,”
Dr. Ivving 1. Selikoff, one of
the study dircetors, told the
news conference, “Uitimately,”
he added, “we want {o apply
the findings in werkers {o the
gencral population, which may
also be at risk.” N
" Fiberglass Workers in Study
Dr. Sclikoff, who is director
of the Environmental Sci:pcc_s
st Sinai,
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cancer in sume aninzl studics.
“If we find that fiber-glass
workers have an unusually
high incidence of cancer, then
we would begin to worry about
the general public who may be
contirzzlly exnasad {n §nvisible
particies in fiber-giuss 1nal get
into the air from air-condition-
ing systems,” the doctor said.
Albert E. Hutchinson, prasi-
dent of the International Asso-,
ciation of leat and Frost Ine
sulators and Asbestos Workers,
explained that in most new
high-rise  buildings ‘anr-con.dio
tioning ducts are lined with
fiber-glase, parlicts ¢f vl
then got into the v inhile ! by
people who live in the b ilding.
Alesander J. Rohan, presi
dent of the International Printe
jng Pressmen and Agsnstants’
Union of North Amecrica, told
“the conference that a cursory

laok at the death records of.
his union. -members indxcatedl

an unusually higl incidence of

cmphysema, 7 i
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- Catbon Black Inhaled
Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond, vice
president for epidemiology and
statistics at the cancer society
and co-ordinator of the occupa-
tional study, said that press-
men inhzle mists of carbon
black, 2 clazz relative of lamp
biack, whielt is knocwan to
be carcinogenic (cancer-pro-
ducing).’ .
Members of New  York
Typographical Unien No, 6,
. headed by Bertram A. Fowers,
will also be invelved in the
study. Men who sel tyvpe are
. occupationally exposed {o hot
metal fuincs and filings, which
may contribute to the deveiop-

11ent of lung cancer, Dr. lizm-
.ond said.
The cocperating uniond were
‘.;elccicd. in part, Tor the cxecl-
2tnt healle tecwnds ey nave
maintained on their mombors
through the yeats, D §
said. Mr. Powess's union has
deuth recerds going baek to
18660, tie pressrian's urion has
records siree 1904 and the as-
bestos workers® union bus roe-
ords dating buck 1o ts
inceplion in 15912,
Dr. Seclikoff said thut in
Y. . cmplovers will
participate in the studies,
Dr. Hlamuiund estimated the
=7 CCT sotiety’s contribution to
. study-——which has indeter-

about Sl-million a year.

In a speech last night at the
society’s annual dinner, Elliot L.
Richardson, Secretary of Health,
Tcucation and Welfare, said

stitute was developing a “Na-
tional Cancer Plan" under
which the §100-million in addi-
tional "cancer funds approvedf
by Congress would be allocated.
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