
F eb ru a ry  6 , 1957

D r . John G . C h esn ey  ' ■
D augh try -C hesn ey  C lin ic  fo r  T h orac ic  S u rgery
2615 B iscay.ne B ou levard  ' ■ *
M iam i 37, F lo r id a  •

D ear  D octo r  C hesney: '

I t r u s t  you w il l  not b e liev e  m e c a r e le ss  and d isco ur teo u s in having 
delayed  so long m y resp o n se  to yea r  le t te r  o f D ecemb er  2 8 . I have 
had to n eg lec t  m y co r resp on d en ce  la te ly  b ecau se  o f o th er  m ore 
im m ed ia te  dem ands upon my tim e.-

In the m a tter  o f the p o ten tia l hazards a sso c ia te d  with the inhalation  of  
b its o f  f ib e r  g la s s , T b e liev e  T can te l l  you what is  known. The in it ia l 
in v est ig a t io n  o f th is p rob lem  w as ca r r ied  out by. Leroy  G ardner a t the 
Saranac L abora to ry , who apparen tly  did not m ake any ob serva t ion s 
w ith in  in d u stry . He did in stitu te  som e an im a l exp erim en ts  in  o rd er  to 
find out what, i f  anyth ing, ' in  the way o f a rea c tio n  o f in ju ry , occu r red  
in  the r esp ir a to r y  apparatus of an im a ls fo llow in g  pro longed  inhalation  of 
an e ss e n t ia l ly  p u lver ized  p repara tion  of f ib e r  g la ss . H is exp er im en ts 
gave e sse n t ia l ly  n ega tive  r e s u l t s , and h e, a t the tim e o f  h is  death , w as 
conv inced  that no harm fu l e f fec t  w as to be ex p ec ted. U nfortunately  h is 
rep o r ts  o f h is work w ere v e ry  sk etch y , and m uch that he lea rn ed  about 
th is p rob lem  d ied  w ith  h im . Som e attem pt w as m ade la te r  by a subsequent 
d irec to r  o f the Saranac L abora tory  (Scheppers) to rep o r t on the patho log ica l 
find ings in -G ardner 's a n im a ls , ha rr.y opin ion th is w as an abor tive a ttem p t, 
and l  am  not even troub ling to g ive you the r e fe r e nc e . If you want it , I 
can look  i t  up, but th ere  a re  se v e r a l r ea so n s  why I b e liev e  it to be e s se n ­
t ia l ly  m e a n in g le ss .

Nothing e ls e ,  I b e lie v e , has been done to exp lo re  th is p rob lem , e x p e r i­
m en ta lly , The w orkm en, h ow ever , have been  under ob serva t ion  in the 
plant in w hich f ib er  g la ss is  m anufactu red , and it  app ears that no in ju r ious 
e f fe c t  o f  con seq u en ce has been  su sta in ed  by th em . I am  not p repared  to 
a ssu r e  you that th is is  s t r ic t ly  t r u e . I m e r e ly  have no in form atU  a beyond 
what I have g iven  you , ■ .

It see m s v e r y  l ik e ly  that we sh a ll have so m e f i r s t  hand in form ation  before 
lo n g . An opportun ity  has p resen ted  i t s e l f  to c a r r y  out an in v estig a tio n  o f
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the cond it ions in. a p lan t in w hich a group o f m en have been  em p loyed  fo r 
3om e y e a r s . T h is w ill c o n s is t  o f the in v est ig a t io n  o f th e env ironm en ta l 
cond it ions and the exam ination  o f the m en  and o f  the ir  r ec o r d s , includ ing 
c h est  f i lm s , fo r  som e y ea rs  back. It is  fo r  th is  r ea so n  that I know the 
background o f th is  m a tte r , th is , p lus the fa c t  that one o f m y a s s o c ia te s , 
O r. F rank  P r in c i, has had m uch ex p er ien ce  w ith ,the pu lm onary d ise a se s 
due to d u st.

As I have ind ica ted  above, I b e lie v e  that no d is e a se  p r oc e ss  has com e into 
beiir j  b eca u se  o f the m anufactu re and u se  o f  f ib e r  g la s s .  On th eoretica l 
grounds th ere  is  no good rea so n  to  b e lie v e  th e re  would b e .. H ow ever, s in ce 
th e  fa c ts  can be esta b lish ed  w ith  reason ab le  cer ta in ty  b ecau se o f the y e a rs 
that have la p sed  since th is  p rob lem  a r o se , it  should  be p o ss ib le  to es ta b lish 
the fa c ts  beyond any reason ab le  doubt. F o r  th is r easo n , i t  is  b e s t , I 
b e l ie v e , to have an open m ind .in  the m a tte r .

C ord ia lly  y o u rs ,

D r , John G , C h esn ey  -  (2) -  F eb ru a ry  6 , 1957

. R ober t A . K ehoe, M . .D.
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