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Vaters of the US Tour, Summit County, UT

Juby 18, 2017
B30 ~ 18:45 am
tinerary

8:30 am Dapart Utah State Capitol Parking Lot

B:20 am Arrive Bitner Ranch {(Site 1}

Froperty history and current ranching operations

Biner Ranch is ong of the oidest ranches in Surmmil Sounty, founded by Milton O Bitner in the iste
18005, The original ranch included 22,000 acres and the Kimball Hotel, which served as the first siop
east of Sall Lake City o the Lincoln Highway, Brian K. Bitngr currently runs a ranching operation on
the properly that inchudes 7,000 sheep, 25 horses, The family also works the land for alfaifa, The
family has deep rools o the iand and has used the property o sach generations of Rids how o work,

East Canvon Creek

East Canyon Oreek, part of the Weber River system, is a jurisdictionsl waler impaired for low
dissolved oxygen. Downstream of Bitner Ranch, the East Canvon Water Reclamstion Facility treals
municipa! wastewster o some of the highest levels in Liah, Hs dischargs to East Canyon Creek
represants the majorily of the fow In the oresk during the summer and was instrumental in the
recovery of East Canyon Reservolr,

Riparian restoration project on East Canvon Creek

in 2010, a stream restoration project was insialled on Bitner Ranch and adioining properiy 1o reduce
stream bank erosion and improve riparian habiiat and waler quality in East Canvon Creek. The
profect included fencing, plantings, stream bank sisbilization, hardenad orossings and walsring aress
for vestook. The project was funded with g combination of federal and siate funds and permitied
undear a Mationwide 404 permit,

am% - Banks before project 20440 - During construction 2017 - After project

Open pond and meadow wetland tributary to East Canvon Creek {(Bite 2}
A jurisdictiona]l watland connacted through a small ributary 1o East Canyon Craeek,

3:40 am Papart Bitner Ranch

Travel past Swaner Nature Preserve {(Bite 3)
The Swaner Preserve is a 1,200 scre nature presarve that was created through private donations of
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land from the Swaner family and other land owners in the area. In 2001, a Federal Wetland Resanve
Program easement was established 1o protedt 533 gores of oritical wetlland habital on the east side of
the preserve,

Silver Cresk ributary 1o Weber Biver (SHe 4}

Sitver Crask originates with water flowing out of old mine tunnels in FPark City. The Siiver Cresk
YWater Reclamation Facility s permilied {o discharge treated municipal wastewaler o a smafl tribulary
1o Bibver Creek, tribulary 1o Weber River, The facility is currently being upgraded {0 address ssues of
growth and to address water guality concermns downstream. Weber River is impounded In several
reservelrs that provide rvigation water, drinking water, and recreagtional and fishing opportunities
before flowing nio the Great Sait Lake,

Bitver Creek Village Development (Bite §)
Aguatio resources on this property were assessed by the USACE to determine whether a 404 permit
would be needed as part of g planned subdivision.

YWelland A USACE determined that Wetland A was not jurisdictional under the Rapanos Guidslines
due to g fack of significant nexus with the downstream Traditiona! Navigable Water, Under the 2015
Clean Waler Rule, this welland would again require a significant nesus analysis because it is within
4,000 feet of the ordinary high water mark of Silver Creek and would Bkely remain g non-lurisdictional
wetland,

YWelland B The UBACE determined that Wetland B was jurisdictional through a significant nexus
analysis due to a surface hydrologio connection. Under the 2015 Clean Water Rule, this wetlland
woulkl again require g significant nexus analysis because s within 4,000 feel of the ordinary high
water mark of Siiver Creel and would remain g junsdictional wetland,

Drainage ©) This ephemeral stream was previously determined to be ursdictional through 2
significant nexus analysis due {0 3 surface hhdrologic connection. s unclear how this drainage
woulkl be evaluated under the 2015 Clean Waler Rule because s surface hydrologic connaction with
Silver Creel lacks 3 continuous ordinary high water mark and bed and bank,

HEOD am Arrive gt Ditch on BiEtner Banch property (Site 8)
This ditch indercepts water that otherwise flowed 1o & tributary to BEast Canvon Ureelk. Begause the
ditch delivers perennial flow o East Canvon Creek, & would likely be considered risdictional under
current rules and the 2015 Clean Water Rule, However, the USACE has not made 8 formal
determination on the sigtus of this ditch.

1010 am Arrive af Wetland Mitligation Site {(8i#e T
Welland and stream resioration al this site provided miligation for the removal of wetlands in Echo
Canyon as part of an expansion of 80, The project included the removal of two stream orossings
and associated Tl as well a5 the restoration of wetland acreage and creation of expanded meanders
in the stream.

tigation pholo

102018 amn Depart for Uah State Capito! Bullding
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