FROM

. Sanders

ETHYL ANTIKNOCK, LTD. fErY Safety

INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

¥

Dr. Kitzmiller - Cincinnati DATE . June 26, 1953,

Ben ¥, Penrose - Toronto SUBJECT

This will confirm our phone conversation of Tuesday,
advising you that Mr, Tank Cleaner, had comp
feeling well since cleaning & arrel, former blendlng t
0ld Canadian 0il Co,, Petrolla, Onuarlo, refinery. 3

i

We are attaching a copy of a report from our renresen

¥r, Reny Barki.

une 23,
ained of not
k, at the

|
Mr, Barki was in attendence duringz the entire uank cl
and he assures us that all possible safety precautions were o
ty men engeged in the operation.

Following our phone conversation, as instructed by you, we advised
Mr, to see his physiclan for an examination.

On June 24th, we phoned Dr. A, P, MacCallum, who is Mr,
physician in Petrolia, We informed Dr. MzcCallum that prevared bottles
with instructions were being sent to him for semnles whilch should be for-
warded to your attention, We also advised Dr. ! cCalluH to kindly forward

his report together with his statement to your office, 1

o1t arked by Dr. MacCallum that he did not believe that
Mr, physical complainis were related |to a lead toxicity.

Very truly yours,
LB s s GNLD
Ben T, Penrose,\\w,*

L¥P:iarp . ' 5%zl~ P

*Att,

AN 4™ nn
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KE

R

call Dr, Hiteoiller 1r

"ETHYL ANTIKNOCK, LTD.

44 KING STREET WEST

TORONTO 1, CANADA =
¥r, Ben F., Penrose — Toronto June 24, 1953,
¥r. Reny Barki - Toronto

lLate in May, we were notified of a tank %o be cleaned

011 Cowmpanies, Petrolia, by a new contractor, Mr,
eleaning was specifically delayed so that our represe:

Our represeatstive, r, Reny Barki, left

wative en

Dr, Sanders -
1.Y. Safety
tir, 0.8, Lawis

uat'Canadian
The tank
d sttend.

for Sarnia on June 3rd,

1952, in the early a.m. and met the contractor at the tank in Petrolia ai

1:00 p.m. on Yednesday, June 3rd,
tank and is identified by He. 76.

vlending tank and had recently contained a w=pecial blend of gzas
‘to the refinery

20 cels of 1e&d/U.S; zal. This zasoline had been shipred
at Sarania in tank cars on or sboud Augusi, 1952,

This tank had apparently been open for soms six veek

This tank was s 4,000 barrel
It had besn used for some 20

vertical Hefinery
Yeoars 2s a
oline containing

orior., At

the tims of the removal of the menhole cover, meovle in the srea had comclained.

of violent sneezing,

A% this same time, Canadian 0il versonnel had decided

to drain the water from this tank through the water draw-off, and this water

-

was left o run over the ground, We ere informed that nojone
the tank, and we received no notice of their intention to' oven

Alan HcCorkindale entered the tank at about 2:00 v.m,
He came out and notified us that there was considerablé water in
1t was decided that the easiest method of extracting water from

entry.
the tank,
the tank =nd disnoging of 1t weas %o use a gathering tank which
for zathering crude oil at the various wells.,
this water inte updergroun& crude storaze tanks which were now

d entered
the tank,

for the first

Thompaon vsed

It was then rroposed to dump

out of service.

The gathering tank was & 10 barrel steel 7rum mounted on & cart and drawn

by horses, and the pumving
1ift vurp.

Our representative wae intrizved by this overation ar
taking pictures of the pumning out operatiocn. On mroceeding w
gathering tank, he detected a strong odour of fluid and dirscte
to leave the area. He came to the conclusion thai there was c¢
fluid in the ifank and began investizsting,

The problem was discussed with Hr, Vince lorwood, He
and Hr, I
from them to disvose of the ta-k sludze and remsining water by

¥

o4

100173

facilities on this wnlti consisted of

fin
Perce Pariker, Mainitenance Supervisor, and we obtained permission

an old water

1d started

wind of the

*d all personnel
ysiderable

ery Fanager,

means of

N21035.01




“turning it (with the aid of stove oil) in a suitable location, ¥e slsc ob-
tained &t this time, 2 canister masks for use in thie Gperatiezia.

The eperation then vroceeded in this manneys

1. Apvrozimately 4 barrels of stove oil were placed 4n
. the garrying tank,

2, ¥ater was pumped out of the tank with the yumper wearing
a canister maslk,

3. The contents of the garrying tank were dumped into &
previously dug »it at the site of burning.

4, During the transportation of the water and stove |oil, ~
.canister's magks wers worn by 211 versons likely|to be :
exposed to fluld vapours,

5. At the end of every‘ day, ten barrels of stove 0il were
dumped in the pit and the pit zet afire,

This procedure was carried ont on the afterncon, Wedn asda.ff,. Juna
3rd, part of Thursday, June 4th, (rain bampered our operations that day)
and in the morning of June the 5th, ‘

At spproximately 10130 a.m., our representative entergd the tank
and tock a quarter gample of ths atmosphere in the tank, This \gave him a
reading completely off the scmle. He aiso noticed that there a8 considerable
sludze in the bottom of the tank and that this sludze appesred ¢t
dyed and concentrated with lead, He also noticed that the side
were coated heavily with a white deposit to about 2/3 of the helgl
tank, This is assumed to be lead salts from the highly leaded casoline
that the tank had contalned,

At this point, ouy representstive called his Toronts office for
further advice and divection in this matler, He talked to Mr, O, B, Lewis
and explained that he was seriously concerned with the hazards involved
in cleaninz this tank and asked for advice. He was instructed by Mr. 0, B,
Lewis of Toronts that it would be preferable if the sludgze was removed,
tramportsﬁ sud burned using full precautions for lead vapours, As our
representative had aprroached the problem along the seme line af attack, he
felt justified in proceeding and completing ths job,

A noon Fridey, Juns the 5th, 311 tank cleaning operations were.
suspended until the morning of Weénesd.ay, June the 10th, 1953, This was done
for 2 reasons: ‘

1, Other commitments,

2, To glve us a chance of obgerving the health of th%aee men who
had been performing this tank cleaning over the weekend,

RE 0017305




‘ It should be noted that up to this time, men had beer
‘tank on only three cccasions and' then for very short periods o
During all outsiﬁe operations, at all eriticsl times, men wers)
"ﬂasks.

On Monday, Juae 8, 1953, A called our
informed ¥r, 0, B, Lewis that he had vainsg in tne pit of hisg s
wee not feeling well. ‘?e did not complain of lack of slaep or|
¥r, O, B, Lewie did not feel that his aonéition was serious an
the matter to walt for our rez;resen’aative who was to ecntact H:
on Wednesdey,

t

Qur representative returned to this tenik clesning on/

June the 10%h, 1953, at aporoximately 8:30 a.m. He telked to D
[ ﬁan HeCorkindsle and discussed their vhysical co
both of the Alan MeCorkindale claimed ha was feeéling well,
I complained of & vain in the vit of his stomach, T:ie
headaccd, no diszy spells, he slept well aad ate well., It wa
tive's ovinion that his complaint was not ag a result of lsad
and we bro ed with tl:m tank cleaning, For the vhole day of
and the mor - of June the 11th, the following vrocedure was

¥elorkindale

tsed out to Alan
5 Arnold Thommso:

211on drums,
canlgter mask,
2. The slu&gé wag transported on & wooden skid %o i

At the end of each day, ten barrels of siove oil
in the pit, and we set fire to the pit,

3.

At the end of the tank cleaning, the wooden sirid and
were burned or sxposed to fire,

entered the tank and removed buck

n ingide the
£ time, .

wearing caplster

office and

omach snd
other symptoms,
alloved

Wedne sday,

ouyr representa~
ntoxieation,
June the 10th,

wegaring an air iine ‘hbse mask and Alan “’c»cf‘{lﬂdgﬂ.e a

e nib,

were dumnped

‘the drums

The pit was then covered over by a hulldozer with the operator

wearing g ecanigter mask

The end of the tank cleaning, our representative ente

and took & lead in air test, The reazding was off the scale.

-I% was hig recommendation that ss this tank was exped
stove o0il service, it be continued to be considered as a 1

into
for safely vrurposes until at least the next tank cleaning when
might be reviewed,

This was discoussed with both Vince ¥orwood and Perce
agreement wes reached on this subjiect.
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red the tanlk

ted to go
ended tank
the =itusticn

Payler and -




\

A\}

|

. |

In the p.m. of Friday, June the 12th; 1953, our reprgsentative
contacted QUNNNNNENNNIR, iiscuss his conditien. Again b
complained of a pain in the vpit of his stomach and a slight h adachs, but

nathinfr ‘else,

. On Tueegday, June 23rd, 1993, we received a belmhm? call from
Arnold Thompsen, He was complaining of the pain in the pit of his stomach.

He also said he had a dull headache at the back of the head, He folt rare
tieularly sigk m:ag the evenings and felt like ?et’cuing. bl actua.lly hadn'tt,
He has been gl eping zood and his apretite appears to e zood though he says
he does not v lish his food as much as he nems:lly does,.

It is our renresentgt*ve s opinion that these sympioms conld be caused
by butterflys in his gﬁomch eince every mecautmn aypeared to have heen
taken to eliminzte the 19&6. hazard as much #s possible,

In view of the fact that our renpresentztive is an Engincer and not

2 gualified medical nractionsr, thig rezorﬁ is submitted. for a| more compstent
deciglion,

?ery/ Jpuly yours,

/
Jea

Reny arki .




