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D ear  D octo r  B r ie g e r :

I h ave  been  m o r e  th an  n e g lige n t , it  w ou ld  se e m , w ith ou t  an y su ch  
in ten t ion , in  ack n ow led gin g o r  com m en t in g on  th e m an u sc r ip t  an d 
o th e r  i t e m s of in fo r m at io n  on  th e e xp o su r e  w h ich  you  an d  you r  
a sso c ia t e s  h ave h ad  w ith  V e r se n a t e . C e r t a in ly  I am  g r a t e fu l  fo r  
th e op por tu n it y  o f se e in g t h is m a t e r ia l .  I t  i s  m o r e th an  in t e r e st in g . 
Cer tain , a sp e c t s o f th e m a t t e r  a r e  open  to q u est ion in  m y  m in d , bu t  
y ou r  con t r ib u t ion  to th e fa c t s o f th e m a t t e r  a r e  m uch  m o r e  s ig n i ­
fican t  t lian  an y o t h e r s t h at  h ave  co m e  to m y  at ten tion . I do n ot  
q u est ion  th e d a t a  p r e se n t e d , an d  I th in k  t h at  t h ey  ough t  to  be 
p u b lish e d . One t ilin g th at  b o t h e r s m e  abou t  th e situ a t io n  i s  the 
sp e e d  w ith  w h ich  th e - lead in  th e b lood  an d u r in e  re ach  ap p ar e n t ly  
n o r m a l , even  su b - n o r m a l le v e ls {e .g .  C a se  E ) . C o n sid e r in g  th e 
q u an t it ie s o f le ad  t h at  a r e  av a i la b le  u su a l ly , in  ca se s  o f le ad  
p o iso n in g, an d th e len gth  o f t im e  r e q u ir e d  n o r m a l ly to e l im in a t e  
t h e se  q u an t i t ie s, th e t im e  se e m s e x c e ssiv e ly  sh o r t . I h ave  n ot  m ad e 
an y ca lc u la t io n s to  th row  l igh t  on  t h is p o in t , bu t  I w ou ld  e xp e c t , in  
m an y  in st an ces, t h at  t h e se  le v e ls w ou ld  sh ift  b ack  v ir t u a l ly  to  th e 
in i t ia l  h igh  v a lu e s, a ft e r  th e c e ssa t io n  o f t h e r a p y. Th e c o m p a r iso n  
h e r e  betw een  th e e f fe c t s o f t h is t h e r ap y  an d t h at  of BAL. sh ou ld  be 
en ligh ten in g in d eed , an d  I sh a l l  be v e r y  m u ch  in t e re st e d  in  t h is 
a sp e c t  o f th e su b je c t . C e r t a in ly  th e t im e  fa c t o r s ar e  d i ffe r e n t , and 
I su sp e c t  t h at  th e e n t ir e  p r o c e ss is  d iffe r e n t .

I am  a lso  in t e r e st e d  in  th e ap p ar e n t  c l in ic a l  b e n e fi t s ach iev ed  by  tire 
ap p l ica t io n  o f t h is t h e r ap y . I am  n ot  w h olly  con v inced  by  th e e ffe c t  
in d u ced  in  th e c a se  o f th e b lin d  ch ild , sin ce  r a t h er  b iz a r r e  c l in ic a l  
b e h av io r , i . e .  su d d e n n e ss o f d r a m a t ic  ch an ge , am on g ch i ld r e n , in  
r e la t io n  to t h is d i s e a s e ,  o c c u r s n ot  too in fr eq u en tly . H o w ev e r , th e 

ou t look  i s  fav o r ab le , an d th e t h e r ap y  sh ou ld  c e r t a in ly  be em p lo y ed . 
T im e  w il l t e l l  th e st o r y  a s ad equ ate  n u m b e r s o f p a tie n t s a r e  t r e a t e d . 
Th e fa c t  t h at  tw o o f th e t h r e e  ch ild r e n  d id  n ot  sh ow  m u ch  in  w ay of 
p e r m an e n t  b e n e fi t , in  t h at  th e se q u e la e  w e r e  se r io us,  i s  n ot  
a lt o ge t h e r  u n exp ected  in  an y  t ype o f t h e r ap y .
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One o f m y  a sso c ia t e s  (D r . Ja m e s P . H u gh es) who r e a d th ere T ap e r s 
h as m ad e  p e n c i le d  n o t at ion s a t  v a r io u s p o in t s in  the m an u sc r ip t . I 
d id  n ot  a sk  h im  to do t h is, bu t  i t  w as don e fo r  m y  b e n e fi t , an d  I h ave 
n ot  e l im in a t e d  an y  o£ t h e se  n o t a t io n s, kn ow in g t h at  t h ey  w e r e  m ad e  in  
e n t ir e  good  fa it h  an d b e l ie v in g t h at  th ey  m igh t  be u se fu l  to  th e au t h o r s. 
O b v io u sly , I do n ot  a ssu m e , fo r  m y se l f  o r  fo r  ou r  st a f f ,e d i t o r ia l  
p r i v i le g e s, an d t h e r e fo r e  I t r u st  t h at  n e it h e r  you  n o r  th e au t h o r s w ill 
o b je c t  to  t h e se  n o t a t io n s.

I h ave u se d  y ou r  m a n u sc r ip t s to  in fo r m  c e r t a in  o f my  c o l le a g u e s in  
th e p e d ia t r ic  se r v i c e s  o f th e C h i ld r e n 's H o sp i t a l  an d th e C in c in n at i 
G e n e r a l H o sp i t a l , in  o r d e r  to  e n co u r age  th em  to em ploy  t h is t h e r a ­
p eu t ic  agen t , d e sp it e  so m e  u n fo r t u n ate  e xp e r ie n ce  with  it  in  tw o in st an ce  
so m e  t im e  ago . Th e se a so n  i s  ap p r o ach in g w h en  we can  e xp e c t  to se e  
so m e c a se s ,  an d .1 h ope v e r y  m u ch  th at  we sh a l l  be ab le  to  t e s t  th e 
e f f ic a c y  o f th e agen t  an d so  to add  to th e st o r e  o f ev id e n ce .

In cid en t  o i ly , in  n ot in g t h at  th e ch ild  f i r s t  d e sc rib e d  b e cam e  co m a t o se  
d u r in g th e seco n d  p e r io d  o f t h e r ap y , I can n ot  fa i l  to c a l l  at t en t ion  to 
th e fa c t  th at  a  ch ild  t r e a t e d  h e r e  w ith  th e V e r se n at e  fa i le d  to  r e c o v e r  
a ft e r  d eve lop in g so m e  c o m p a r ab le  sit u a t io n . W as t h is a  r e a c t io n  to 
th e t h e r ap e u t ic  age n t ? I t  i s  d ifficu lt  to avo id  t h at  co n c lu sio n  at  p r e se n t .

I r e t u r n  th e m a n u sc r ip t , sin ce  I su sp e c t  th at  you  wish  m e to do so , 
alth ou gh  you  d id  n ot  sa y  so . I f you  in ten ded  m e to k eep  th em  fo r  th e 
p r e se n t , I ' l l  be g lad  to h ave th em  b ack , alon g w ith an y o th er  .in form at ion  
now  a v a i la b le .

P le a se  ac ce p t  m y  th an k s fo r  you r  c o u r t e sy .

Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,

R o b e r t  A . Keh o e , M . D.
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