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ASBESTOS CODE KEPT
DESPITE A WARNING

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Juns 6—The
Occapational Safety sad Health
Administration ordered today
8 continuation of asbestos dust
exposure limits for four more
years despite the recommenda-
tions by a sclentific panel that
they be cut by more than half.

On the basis of mounting
medical evidence of asbestos.
caused cancer in the vicinity
of plants using the material,
Secretary of Labor James D,
Hodgson had issued a tempo-
rary emergency standard of
five fibres of asbestos per cubic
centimeter of air for workers
using the substance. A 'celling
of 10 fibres per cubic cemti-
meter was set the maximum
exposure for workers in an
eight-hour day.

The so-called consensus
standard originally promulgat:
ed under the new safety and
health law set a standard’ of
12 fibres per cubic centimeter
and, double that for an eight-
h%t:ray' tting the emergen

se! 8 em
standard on gan appeal ftocn];
the Industrial' Unlon .
ment of the American Federa-
tion of Labor and Congress of
Industrial Organizations, the
Secretary named a scientific
ad committee that in-
cluded “doctors, industcial hy-
glenists and engineers to rec-
ommend a permanent standard,

This group proposed & stand-
ard of two fibres per cubic cen-
timeter of alr and a maximum
expostre limit of five {ibres fors
an elght-hour day, The Secre-
tary ruled today that the two-
fibre Himit would become effer-
tive July 1, 1878, The eight-
hour exposure. limit was to re-
main at 10 fibres,

Feproduced with pemnlagion of the copyrignt owner  Further reproduction prohibited vathout pemission



