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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Good Mas, Good Reformer,
Is Now Unfairly a Target

In regard to your article “Stephan
Schmidheiny: Billionaire Swiss Activist
Faces His. Own Past on Environment
(Dec. 9):

I met Stephan Sthmidheiny 15 years
ago. 1 didn't look him vp; he knocked on
my door. He had read my book “The
Other Path,” a chalienge to Peru's Shin-
ing Path terrorist movement, and wanted
to know how he could help. | was hard at
work trying to bring Peru's poot Inip the
legal system by providing them with
such essential tools for development as
property and other human rights. I was
also trying to extricate Perv ¢oca farm-
ers from the world's drug wars by driv-
ing a lepal wedge hetween them and the
traffickers and terrorists.

Stephan helped me strategize solu-
tions and organize forams to spread the
word 2bott our ideas, He funded my orga-
nization's work. He even pul together the
ficst group of European muitinationals to
support the Peruvian government in im- |
plementing a coca substitution program
(which Peru's president did not fotlow up
on, unforlunately). Those were tough
times: the Shining Path shot at us and
bombed our headquarters, killing some
and maiming others. The drug cartels
threatened us continually. The only busi-
nessman in the entire world who came to
our aid was Stephan Schmidheiny.

Eventually, we contributed signifi-
. cantly to reducing coca production in
Peru by more than half; unlike in other
countries, our farmers did not become
- the army for terrorists or drug lords. All
glong Stephan knew that by becoming
ot friend he was making some deadly
enemics. But he never let those risks get
in the way of his original commitment to
help those in peril.

1 don't know much about the ashegtos
jgsue. What I do know & lot about is
Stephan Sehmidheiny and the compas-
sionate man I have worked with for years
15 missing from your article. As your re-
porter confirmed, he was surely way
ghead of his peers in Europe in closing
down ashestos operations and developing
safe substitutes wherever possible. That
is the movally responsible businessman I
know.

Stephan’s main problem is that he is
an Introvert who moves in a4 wotlf of
extroverts. If he had allowed even a
small light to be shined on his past phil-
anthropic work—as I often urged, in
vein—he would not be such an easy tar-
get today. He has done & lot of good and
faken too little credit for It It would be
most unjust if the new and spontaneous
glohal order of International accountabil-
ity now under way were to punish some-
one who has fought for reform while ve-
warding those who did nothing.
~ Heswando de Soto

Lima, Peru
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