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■ J .M .  B O W L B Y .V I C E  P R E S ID E N T
K .  C .  B R O W N E L L . ,  V IC E P R E S ID E N T  

« J . A .  M A R T I N O ,  V IC E  P R E S ID E N T  
R O B E R T  L I N D L E Y  Z I E Q F C L D ,

S E C R E T A R Y -T R E A S U R E R

M A N F R E D  B O W D I T C H  

D IR E C T O R  O F  H EA L T H  AND SA FE T Y

Ju n e  1 6 , 1955

R o b e rt A . Kehoe, M. D ., D i r e c to r
K e t te r in g  L a b o ra to ry  o f  A p p l ied  P h y s io lo g y
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C in c in n a t i
C o l le g e  o f  M ed ic in e
Eden Avenue
C in c in n a t i  1 9 , Ohio

D ear Bob:

A gain  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  m a t te r  o f  t h a t  p ro p o se d  A u s tr a l ia n  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I  t h in k  you may b e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  n o te  th e  l e t t e r  from  
L eo n ard  G reenbu rg  o f  w h ich  a  copy  i s  h e re w i th .

I t  to o k  th e  good C om m issioner a  l i t t l e  t im e  to  re spo n d , b u t  
he  c e r t a i n l y  c ra s h e d  th ro u g h  i n  good s t y l e  when he  g o t  a ro u n d  t o  i t .

S in c e r e ly ,

MB: MM
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C O P I

The C i t y  o f  Mew York 

DEPARTMENT OF AIR FOLLSTIDB CONTROL

13' P a rk  Row 
Hew Y ork 3 8 , H . I *

M r. M anfred  B ow d itch
D i r e c to r  o f  H e a l th  an d  S a f e ty  June 1 3 , 1935
L ead  I n d u s t r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  
ii20 L e x in g to n  Avenue 
Hew York 1 7 , Hew York

D ear M anfred :

I  am i n  r e c e i p t  o f  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  May l o t h  e n c lo s ing  a copy  o f  a  l e t t e r  from  
H r . B r ia n  T a y lo r ,  S e c r e ta r y  o f  t h e  B roken H i l l  A s s oc ia te d  S m e lte rs  P r o p r ie ta r y  L im ite d , 
c o n c e rn in g  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  A u s t r a l ia n  F e d e ra t ion  o f  O rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  th e  B l in d  
w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  l e a d  i n  p a i n t s .

As you know , f o r  some s e v e n te e n  y e a r s ,  I  was D i r e c to r  o f  I n d u s t r i a l  H ygiene an d  
S a f e ty  S ta n d a rd s  f o r  th e  Hew York S ta te  D epartm ent o f  L abor an d  f o r  th e  p a s t  f i f t e e n  
y e a r s ,  I  was an d  s t i l l  am, a  member o f  th e  B oard  o f D i r e c to r s  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c ie ty  
f o r  t h e  P re v e n t io n  o f  B l in d n e s s .  In  b o th  o f  t h e s e  ac t i v i t i e s ,  I  have  b e e n  d e e p ly  i n ­
t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  l e a d  on  th e  human o rgan ism *

I  am f i r m l y  o f  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  le a d - c o n ta in in g  p a in ts  sh o u ld  nou b e  u sed  f o r  
th o s e  a r t i c l e s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  w i th  w h ich  i n f a n t s  and  young c h i l d r e n  may come i n  con­
t a c t ,  fox" t h e r e  a re  many i n s ta n c e s  i n  w h ich  i n f a n ts  h av e  chewed on p a in t j d  a r t i c l e s  
and have become p o iso n e d  by  t h e  i n g e s t io n  o f  l e a d ,  e v e r  a n a  above t h i s ,  I  s e e  ab­
s o l u t e l y  no re a s o n  and  have no in s ta n c e s  a t  hand  t o i n d i c a te  t h a t  p a in t s  c o n ta in in g  
more th a n  b% o f  l e a d  s h o u ld  b e  b an n ed  i n  a n y  c o u n tr y .

I  h av e  n e v e r  se e n  a e a s e  o f  b l in d n e s s  b ro u g h t  a b o u t by t h e  u s e  o f  l e a d - c o n ta in ­
in g  p a in t s  i n  a n  a d u l t ,  an d  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  in c id e n c e  o f  l e a d  p o iso n in g  o f  an y  k in d  
from  p a in t  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  i s  becom ing m ore and  m ore o f  a  r a r i t y .

I  w ou ld  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  A u s t r a l ia n  F e d e ra t io n  o f  Org a n iz a t io n s  o f  th e  B l in d  a t ­
tem p t t o  f i n d  a c tu a l  c a s e s  o f  b l in d n e s s  b ro u g h t  a b ou t b y  t h e  u s e  o f  l e a d - c o n ta in in g  
p a i n t s ,  and  I  w ould  v e n tu re  t o  p r e d i c t  th a t-  th e y  wi l l  b e  u n a b le  t o  f i n d  su ch  c a s e s  
i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  w i th  th e  p o s s ib le  e x c e p t io n  o f  some v e ry  r a r e  in s ta n c e ,  w here o th e r  
f a c t o r s  have p la y e d  a  le a d in g  r o l e .  ■

P r e c a u t io n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m ust b e  e x e rc is e d  i n  th o s e  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  w here l e a d  p a in t s  
may b e  p e r m i t te d  to  d ry  an d  b e  c o n v e r te d  o v e r  t o  d us t .  The u s e  o f  w e t sa n d in g  p ro ­
c e d u re s  i n  th e  san d  p a p e r in g  o f  le a d e d  s u r f a c e s  s h ou ld ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  b e  e n fo rc e d .

May I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  Mr. B r ia n  T a y lo r  b r in g  t h i s  m a t te r  to  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  
A u s t r a l ia n  F e d e ra t io n  o f  O rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  t h e  B l in d i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  nave t h e i r  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n  b a s e d  on  a  m ore r e a l i s t i c  an d  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y sound b a s i s .

/ s /  L eo n ard  G reeribu rg , M. D.

L eo n ard  G reen b u rg , M. D.
C o m m i s s i o n e r
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