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Dear Bobs

Again referring to the matter of that proposed Australian
legislation, I think you may be interested to note the letter from
Leonard Greenburg of which a copy is herewith.

It took the good Commissioner a little time to respond, but
he certainly crashed through in good style when he got arocund to it.

Sincerely,
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The City of New York

DEPARTMENT OF AIR POLIUTION CONTROL

15 Park Row
Hew York 38, He Y.

Hr. Hanfred Bowditech

Director of Health and Safety Jme 15, 1955
Lead Industries Association

120 Lexington ivenue

New York 17, Hew York

Tear Hanfred:

I am in recelpt of your lebier of May 16th enclesing a copy of a lebter from
dre. Brian Taylor, Secretary of the Broken Hill Associated Smeliers Proprietary Limited,
concerning the abtitude of the Australian Federation of Organiszations of the 3lind
with reference to the use of lead in painis.

As you know, {or some geventeen years, I was Dlrector of industrial Hyglene and
Safety Standards for the Hew fork Htate Department of Labor and for the past fifteen
years, L was and still am, a member of the Board of Directors of the dational Scciety
for the Prevention of Blindness. In both of these activities, I have been deeply ine
terested in the effects of lead on the human organism,

I am firmly of ithe belief that leade-containing paints should not be used for
those articles of furniture with which infante and young children may come in cone
tact, for there are many instances in which infants have chewed on paint.d articles
and have vecone poigocned by the ingestion of lead.s uver and above this, I see abe
solutely no reason and have no instances at hand to indicate that paints contailning
more than 5% of lead should be banned in any country.

I have never seen a case of blindness brought about by the use of lead-containe
ing paints in an adult, and in fact, the incidence of lead poisening of any kind
from palnt in this country, 1s becoming more and more of a rarity.

I would suggest that the Australian Federation of Organigavions of the 7lind ate
tempt to find actual cases of blindness brought about by tha uge of lead-containing
paints, and I would venture to predict that they will be unsble to find such cases
in their couniry, with the possible cxcepiion of scme very rare 1nstance, where otaer
fectors have nlayed a leading role,

Precautions, of course, must be exercised in those esbablishments where lead paints
may be permitted to dry and be converted over to dust. The use of webl sanding proe-
cedures in the sand papering of leaded surfaces should, of course, be enforced.

Hay I supggest that ir. Brian Taylor bring this matter to the attention of the
Australian Federation of Orpanizations of the Blind in an efford to have thelr legige
lation based on a more realistic and scientifically sound basis.

/s/ leonard Greenburg, M. D.

Leonard Greenburg, M. D.
Commissioner
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