& CC I‘h‘- C. W. BOnd.

EruyL CORPORATION

MANUFAGTURING AND TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT

J.H. SCHAEFER, PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY
GENERAL MANAGER. - TO*CHRYSLER BUILDING.
4086 LEXINGTON AVE,NEW YORK CITY

December 29, 1942

Dr. R. A. Kehoe

College of Medicine
University of Cincinnati
Eden & Bethesda Avenues
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

I appreciate very much your letter of -
December 22 regarding the report that I sent you
under cover of my letter of December 15.

We awailt your further comments after
you have had an opportunity to develop this subject.

Very truly youfé,

|
J. H. Schaefer

KE 0001014



-

December 22, 1942

Mr . John Schaefer,
Ethyl Corpcoration,
Chrysler Bullding,
New Ycrk City.

Dear Johni:

I have your letter of December 15, together with copy of ‘
Mr. Bond's memorandum. To some degree, I share your opinlons
and those of Mr. Bond, concerning studies of this kind. As.
2 matter of fact, it 1s extremely difflcult to devise any
methods whereby preclse information can be obtained in a
study of thls type. I have no direct knowledge of the manner
in vhich thls work was done, and I was not consulted about

it vhen it was started. Thils 1s not surprising, since al-
most any doctor in charge of such & group of men might be
expected to make some observations of this type, if he was
quite certain that i1t could be done without any risk to the
men, and Darticularly, 1f he was sure that thelr morale would
be somevhat improved thereby. The problem of the common cold
is one of the most difficult ones to deal with in industry

or anymhere else, and the willingness of the management and
physiclans to make & study of such a problem is something
which 1s likely to be appreclated by the men. I ilmagine that
the cost of this series of observations was negligible. In
fact, T imagine that the vitamins were contributed for the
purpose. In any case, I know that du Pont 1s uslng certain
vitamins more or less routinely and that these are being pur-

‘chased at very lov cost. In all probability, Dr. Gehrman and

Dr. Foulger are responsible for these measures, and 1f 1t is
their cp.niqn that they are generally beneflicial, we should
have to have very good reasons before undertaking to oppose
their recommendations. I shall look into this entire matter
on my next visit to Wilmington, when I shall see both Dr.
Gehrman and Dr. Foulger. I shall also discuss the mattexr
with Dr. Evans, at the Dye works plant;and Dr. Sanford, at
the Baton Rauge plant, and vill raport to you anything of
consequence that develcps. :

Incidentally, and for your own information I should be very.
greatly surprised if ve were to find subsequently that the

vitamins have & specific usefulness 1ln preventing or curing.
common colds, except in the case of persons with definite .
vitamin deficlenciles,
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J.H.SCHAEFER,

GENERAL MANAGER.

CC Mr. C. W. Bond

ETayL CORPORATION

MANUFACTURING AND TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY
TO:>-CHRYSLER BUILDING
405 LEXINGTON AVE,NEW YOR“ cITY

December 15, 1942

Dr. R. A. Kehoe

College of Medicine
University of Cincinnati
Eden & Bethesda Avenues
Cinecinnsti, Ohio

Deer Dr. Kehoe:

I am enclosing herewith copy of a memor-
andum of December 4 received from Mr, C. W. Bond
concerning the results of the vitamin study made at
the Baton Rouge Plant.

, I rather agree with Mr. Bond's opinion
that the system used in conducting the tests is not
very trustworthy to produce accurate data.

Among other things, I wonder on what
authority such tests are undertaken. Of course, you
know Ethyl foots all the bills for anything in this
nature and we had never been contacted as to the ad-
visability of such an undertaking. I thought perhsaps

‘you might have-had some knowledge cf this: If not,

you may care to do something about it.

Very truly yours,

(

) 6 Schaefer
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Decamber 4, 1942

A}

Yemorandum to:

¥re. J. 4. Schaefler

. In acegordance with your memorandum of December 1
I am attaching hereto copy of a report oripgimating in the du
Pont hospital concerning the rosults of the vitemin therepy
study conducted from Janwary 1, 1942 - ¥ay 1, 1942,

You will note that the results of thisg test are
very inconclusive and it is =y personal opinion that the sys-
tem used in conducting the test did not permit accumulation
of too accurats data. I am sorry for the delay in forwarding
this report to you tut it required some time to locate a couy,

C. ¥, BOHD

C¥iRses
nel .

RPr
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YESULTS OF VITAMIN STURY

about Janusry 1, 1942, 3 program was atarted and carried
on until Hay 1, 1942, to study the effects of multigle,vitaminé
on tho incidence and duration of colds, The Organic Chemlcals
Lepartment and REthyl Corporation cmployess cooperated in this
atudy. 470 employees roturned their guestionaires at the end of
the period, the groups consisting of 2855 who had received multiple
vitamin capsules, mamuflactuwred by a reputable pharmaceutical
conpany, and the romalning 235 who received no speclal wedleation,

The results were, as Jollows:

Group & - those taklng vitamins

Croun B - those not stalkding vitamins
!

A B
iverage colds por person 1.28 \1.07
avorage days duration of ocach

cold v G487 7.83
Total numbor days lost due to

golda TS 89.5
Tobtal number "loat time" cases i3 17
Severity (based on days lost

 per c8s8B8,) 4,05 5.26

fregueoncy per cent of colda

{based on number of loat

time cases compared with

total in group) - 04310 0,380
Frequency per éent‘other

conditions than colds 0.8635 0,970
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Paje 2
Vitamin 3 tudy

& would appear {rom this particular study that vitamins
nave little offect on the incildence, duration or severity of
colda. There are soveral lactors which may, however, have Iin-

fluenced owr results, .
1. This atudy was not begun untll January, which
is during a usual peak cold perlod in this
- commmunity, thereby not permitting any time for

bullding up a possible reaserve.

1o

« In the group taking vitamina were a number
who had marked susceptibility to colda,

It wag noted on the guostionalres that the group taking

vitaming Telt better, subjoctively, than the other group,
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