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On behalf of Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans and Commissioners Thierry
Breton, KadriSimsonand Virginijus Sinkevicius. 1 would like to thankyouforyour
letterof20 July2020 addressedtothem.

In the meantime, on 14 October 2020, we have launched the Chemicals Strategy for
Sustainability (COM(2020) 667 final). The aimofthe srategy is 0betterprotect human
healthandtheenvironmentaspart ofanambitiousapproach, to tacklepollution fromall
Sourcesandmove towards a toxic-freeenvironment.

Per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) require special attention. considering the
large numberofcasesof contaminationofsoil and waterinthe EUand globally. The
‘Commissionisproposingtophaseoutthe useof PFASin the EU, apart from those:
applications where itisproventobeessentialfor societyandforwhich allemative
substances do no exist yet.

‘TheCommissionhasalso publishedaseparate staf workingdocumentonPFAS (SWD
(2020) 249 final), where we discuss regulatory and non-regulatory approaches for the
different PFASgroupsand theiruses, including fluoropolymers.

‘We acknowledge the important role that luoropolymers have in the platinum group
‘metals (PGM)catalystsofcertainelectrolysersandfuel cells.Toaddressthisissue,the
Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability proposes financial support for research and

innovationprogrammes toremediate and substitute theuseofPFAS. Furthermore,we
propose to identifyusescriticalforsocietyand allowthemonlyifsuitable aliematives
are not available.
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Asanextstep followingourchemical strategy,weexpectthatarestrictiononPEASwill
bediscussedbythe EuropeanChemicalsAgencyin 2021/2022. Followingtheopinionof
the ECHA's committees, the Commission will develop the legislative proposals for
restricting PFASunder the REACH legislation.

Throughoutthesesteps.wewillcontinueto consultwithstakeholdersand stakeholder
‘groups to ensurethatthedifferentactionsbythe Commissionarealignedwiththe broad
overarching objectivessetunderthe European GreenDeal.

Weareeagertocontinueourdialogueandwork with youontherealisation of the
‘EuropeanGreen Deal,toensurethatourambitiousobjectivesinthe Hydrogen Strategy
aregoingtobeachieved.

Yourssincerely,
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