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AKARKGARGINOHA!
BELIBVED ON RISK

Study of Ashestos Workers
Shows a High Incidanoe

By HARGLD M., SOHIIKOK Jr,

| -

Occupational exposure to as-
butumybcmxkingucx-
tremely rave form of cancor
much more comman, sccord-
ing to & report yasterday to tho
annuz| meoting of the
Public Hoalth Association,

The cancer iy called mesothe-
llome, It affects the taner Hning
umum«dtnm
and, in either case, it iz fatal
In the general population it i
extremely rare, but studies
Africg, where ashestos fs mined,
and more recent studles of
construction workers exposed to
asbestos dust in the New York
City ares show 1t to be fax
more commoi smong thote ex-

tion group, but that it might,

be moce general and possidly of

considerable fmportance. There

is no direot avidence to sub-

stantiate this, U‘& sld, W]
val

of the & e findings
hint that this may bs the case,

Tha report way given bg.gl;,

director of statistionl regeareh
for the American Cancer So-

esothelioma is g0 vare in the
genern] popiiation that (t (s nnt
SOpar:; coded among causes
of death, Yot & study four years
280 in kn African ashestos min.
Ing region found 33 cases, the
roport said.

Heavy oxposure to asbestos
dust has in the pasl boen linked
with some fucreased risk of
'&"‘mm:m”:;u ot » nows

2 & hews
oconference hafore thelr but
gw m:motbdm is t:g‘o'mr

atior,

The gro
tion by studles ix the United
States. Ono of these was & study
of deaths among members of
two New York ares locals of a
construction trade union whossl
members doalth with asbestos
insulation, Of o total of 307
deaths occwrring In .this fairly
mtﬂcteilssrou over 20 years—
1043 to 196110 were found to
be causcd by mesothelioma,

‘The report called this *an
extraordinarily high Incidence
for a tumor penerally so rare”
In contrast, they current hugh
study by the Ameriean Cancer|
HKocicty on the effeets of environ
mental factory on ealtk ghowed
that v;rlnoag m‘&z de;t‘?; m

encr on
\xvorc dtwptgpmcuhcuoam

A further study of many cases
of nesothelloma collectod over
a long poriod by, the Armad|
Forces Institute of Pathology

od that ona-fourth of thou‘
specimens that could be tested’
had ovidence of the presence of
ashoestox, '

The worrisame foature, Dr.
Hamwond and Dr, Solikolt sald,
is the evidence that ubelta.‘
once takon tto the , WEys;
there. Thus n‘:en a single heavy
eXposure could coneeiva
duoce hm

'
¢

nid, .

This Idea, for which sald

i 32 SpLbemm it
well an
could c::uu the risk from sim-
ply those accunationally exoosed
to virtuall ons who might

oe encounter as.
o8 duat,

The severity of expesure nec-
esary lo prodiuce such a seri-
ous eoflect {x not known, the
two physiclans sald,
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