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AììAMUAMOMA!BELIEVED OMISE
Study ol Asbesto« Workers 

Shows a High incidano*
ŝ jr Harold m. schubck  Jr.

Occupational exposure to is- may be making an ex- twmciy rare form of cancer much more common, accord' tag to a report yesterday to the annual meeting of the American 
PttbUe Health Association.The cancer Is called mesothe­lioma, It effect« the inner ihting of the abdomen or of -the duet and, in either cue, it Is fatal 
In the general population it U 
extremely rare, but studies In Africa, when asbestos Is mined, and more recent studies of construction workers exposed to asbestos dust (n the New York 
City area show it to be far more common among those ex» poied occupations Uy,The ipecitIUto who gave the report expressed worry that the danger might not be entirely restricted to a limited occupa* Uon group, but that K might) 
be more general and possibly oil considerable importance. There 
is no direct evidence to sub* stas&ste this, they said, but tome of the available findings hint that this may he the ease, The rtyort was given by Dr. Irving J. SeUkoff lid  Dr. Jacob Cfcure of Mount Sinai Hospital and Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond,

director of statistical m archi tor the American Cancer So­ciety.MeiMsotbelioma j* rare In the «•not« population that it is not «pwately coded among causes of death. Yet a study four years ago in an African asbestos min« tag region found W cases, the report said.Heavy exposure to asbestos dll*l has In the past been linked with some increased risk of huig cancer, Dr. goUkoff and Dr, Hammond said at a news «wtorence before their talk, butthe mesotbeUoraa is anothermatter.The group pursued the ques­tion by studies in the United States, Quo of these was a study of deaths among members of two Hew York area lecats of a construction trade union whose* members dcaith with asbestos: Insulation, Of a total of S071 deaths occurring In .this fairly restricted group over 20 years—* J813 to 1911—10 were found to be caused by mesothelioma.The report called tide “an extraordinarily high Incidence tor & tumor generally so rare."In contrast, they eurreot hurh study by the American Cancer toddy on the effects of environ mental factors on health showed that among 31,653 deaths in the general population only three were due to mesothelioma.A further study of many case* of mesothelioma collected over a long period by. the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology showed that one-fourth of those specimens that could ba tested had evidence of the presence of, asbestos. •The worrisome feature, Dr. Hammond and Dr. SoUkoff said,) is the evidence that asbestos, once taken into the body, stays there. Thus even a single heavy' exposure oouid ooneetobty pc©.1 duee a cancer after a latent, period of 30 years or more, they•sid. iThis idea, for which they said' there is soma experimental as Well as epidemiological «vtdsace, could expand the risk frem rim- ply those occunationally exoosei to virtually anyone who might only occasionally encounter as­bestos dustThe severity of exposure nec­essary to produce such a seri­ous effect is not known, the two physicians said.
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