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STATISTICAL SIUDIES OF MEDICAL RECORDS ]

There 8re two very important @eationa concerning the ptvniological
pature of esbestos that have not yet been answered by eny published investl-
gation: _

1,.. What 18 the expectation of asdestosis in vorlmm. eXxposed more
than 15-20 years to lov concentraticns of agbegtos dust? . Among the 500-0dd
vorkere who composed the subjects in the U.5. Public ﬁealth Service study, . .
there were ebtmormelly ﬁv yho had.-‘b'een' exposed for more then’ 15 years aad\
prectically none over 20 yeaxs, These facts geriously affected the c‘unclu'-_' i
sicos that could de drewn. '

2. 1s there a progression to sdvanced esbestosis after exposure ot

en 1ndividusl bas beon discontimied or has been reduced to very lov levels,
" aue to.ection of duat deposita from esrlier exposure? This question s of
very great importante to intelligent medical supervisicn of Workers in these
plants, _

It 45 virtually certsin that statistical investigntions of exlsting
reconds would throw valuable light on these questions, -

" - Home of the plants visited during this inquiry bave sufficiently
extonsive and systematio records to provide sstisfactory snsvers to these
questicns, tut the medical department of Mstropolitan Life Insurance Cempany,
under Dr, A, J. lonza, have X-raye of ammbex.- of men obtained in the early
19308 vhich could provide the nucleus of some useful informatimm, depending
o\p how many of the original group are .gmmble for re-x-ray,




