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CHAPTER 34

SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Symbols for Heat, Thermodynamics and Hydraulics; Abbreviations;
Drafting Room Practice.

IN this chapter there will be found the symbols for drawings adopted by 
the A. S. H. V. E. in its Code of Minimum Requirements for the 
Heating and Ventilation of Buildings as well as A. 5. A.1 tentative 

standard symbols and abbreviations for scientific and engineering terms, 
also some recommended standards for drafting room practice.

The following distinction between symbols and abbreviations is made: 
A symbol is a letter or sign used in a formula as a substitute for any 
numerical value. A shortened expression for a name or a unit is an 
abbreviation and not a symbol.

SYMBOLS FOR HEATING AND VENTILATING DRAWINGS2
1. The objects of this standard set of symbols are to insure the correct interpretation 

of drawings and to conserve drafting room time by establishing simple and unmistakable 
symbols for the component parts of the heating and ventilating systems. In preparing 
the list of symbols an effort has been made to follow existing practice in so tar as possible 
but the list cannot be expected to match exactly the existing practice of every drafting 
room.

2. Simplicity, ease of execution and unmistakable identification were carefully' con­
sidered in selecting the symbols. Uncommon fittings and appliances such as vacuiftn 
pumps, separators, etc., have purposely been omitted in order to produce a list which 
can be easily remembered. It is assumed that when the scale of the drawing permits, 
the valves and fittings will be drawn to scale and a conventional representation is then 
unnecessary.

3. High pressure steam supply pipe ..............— ■

4. Low pressure steam supply pipe —■-----------------

5. Hot water pipe—flow ------- ■  ------

6. Return pipe—steam or water

7. Air vent line

'The compilation of these standards is undef the supervision of the American Standards Association. 
and the sponsor organizations include: American Associationfpr the Advancement of Science; American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers; American Society of Civil Engineers; Society for the Promotion of Engineering 
Education, and American ^Society of Mechanical Engineers.

'From A. S. H. V.' E. Code op Minimum Requirements for the Heating and Ventilation op 
Buildings.
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