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The T&@lowing are my notes on the Asbestos Information issociation (AIA) meeting
held Bmtember 16, 1981 in the Alexandria, VA Holiday I==. The AIA is a trade
essocimion of asbestos raw mzterial producers, asbestes product mamufacturers,
etc., madouartered in Arlaington, VA with ties to a siz-iar International Associ.
ATA hifBe zn Industry-Governmment Conference anmually to Sring their members and
otheTesr to date on developments in health, regulatis:, ete.

Federfagencies were the biggest group represented (p=czably becsuse of close-
ness feVashington D.C.). Alsc attending were people Z=om the automotive supplaer
compates - Bendix, CertainTeed, Rodgers, Armstrong, E. T, Porter and Borg-Warmer.
0oly ¥ end GM of the euto mamfacturers were represzzied. GM's representative
wes WL, Erebs, who holds = job similer to our Larry Zoslynski,

A1 thespeskers were excellent, even though a couple zZrertised stars sent stand-
ins. B pe, the most interesting points made were thes::

Thomasly Hopkins, Cffice of Management and Budget (342, - Lead off the meeting
with &eview of President Reagan's plans for regulaticc reform. ‘
. Saldfninstry spernds billicns tc comply with regulsi:zns and Reagan
waly the unnecessary pert identified end made avail:sSle for productivity
ipwgerents instead. So, under Presidential order, IMB has taken on
2 mglatory review funciion paralleling their tudgs: functicn,

. Theegsn philoscphy is: Consider new regulation cziy if market forces
chty fail, Then ask why and tailor 2 solution t: zae problem. Often
texincion is "consumer information™ rether then re=mlation. If
rofetion is necessary, make it performance rather iza23 viz specafic
Sxfgr. OMB/Agency arciiration goes to V. P. Bush, lew regulations will
?-her necessarily fevor engineering compliance z7zr persunal protective
Sries,

. JE=nds that regulai:ons defiming specific equipzzzt end control methods
Smitn wmsh out the sz2ll, imnovative manufactorer tesaunsze of the capital
2=z tc comply.

885483

FRODUCED BY FORD



MEMG TO FILE
Pagz Twe
October 5, 1981

@3B is likewise reviewing need for existing regulatizrs. Particuiarly
mentioned was the OSHA generie cancer policy.

Accomplishments to date are 1/3 fever pages in the Federal Register ang
1/2 of the rules in progress dropped. (Note that Recgan quoted the 1/3
figure om TV 9/2%/81.)

Monrce Herris, Johns-Manwille V.P. - Telked of Progress :n Eealth.

Says thet J.M.‘'has reduced dust level ta 1 fiber pver cc in mining opers-
tions mnd has stopped sll mamsfecturs of friable preducis.

. Holds EPA and OSHA threats of regulstion respomsibls for J.M.'s decline
1a business...like 50% in the last few years.

Frenk J. Frodyms, OSEA - Talked about what OSHA is dozrg to implement President
Reagan's directaves.

0SHA will change 1ts adversarial role to & cooperative approach with
private industry to ragulation wriving (sounded slis=le like theory 2 om
a governmeni-industry scale).

"ust " features of futnrs OSHA regulztiorms are;

- Zide effect svaluations - documented.

- Cost/benefit basis for regulation - to the exient permitied by law.

~ Eveiuate alternatives - perscmal proteciive devices may be OF if

provide same level of protection as would engineer-ng scolutions.

Het bepefit fao sociaty.

Regulatery flexibility - specisl tresiment for smell business, e.g.,
stretek out of deadlines.

Performance prefarrad over design.

Recognition of recent Supreme Court rulings (Benzenme, cotton dust and lead).

OSHA pelicy for future reguletions will be: -

- Scientifie evidence must show substantial rigk, e=d procf that the
stendard will reduce risk substenmtirally - Ref. Supreme Jourt ruling
ot Benzene,

- Ordered compliance must be feasible as = whole (mezning some mami-
facturers might find it impossible te comply, but zs an industry,
feasible). Raf: Supreme Court tuling om Cotton Dust.

- Ordared compli=nce must be lsast costly altermativs.

In answer to guestion, what is happeming on proposed reduction in asbestos
exposure level to 1 or 0.5 fiber/cc., Frodyme enswer=4: nothing {the proposal
stands). But the regulation writing procedure is bacs to ggquare one, i.e.,

documenting the risk. BSame status applies to 10 ar 17 oither substances and
pay take 2 years befare pew regulations are resdy.
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John B, Ritch - TSCA Indusiry Acsistamce Office, EPA - Izlked mbout whst EF: is
doing to implement Reagan's Flan,

Ritch reperted thet the ANPR of October 79/December 7% {Under TSCA) which pro-
posed banning certain uses of esbestos 13 obsolete. In reconsideration, EPA
finds increasing controversy about the risk from bree repair, demolitien, eic.,
end thinks a broadsr scientific study is needed, e.g., fiber size and smoking.
S0, & new ANFR seems werranted. However, the next steps - possible crass-~
egency task force; new rules on how to meazsure cost, mavw guestionnsire ideas,

ere weiting to be reviewed with naw agency heads, (whsz confirmations ere complete).

Al

Answering a guestion about future regulations on esbestos in waste water, Riteh
ansvered that tests with animels show no bazerd froz -ngestion of zsbestes.

Paul Eotan, Retired V.P. for Heelth, Sefety and Envirceoant of Johps-Menville - lead
of penel on<update of asbestos and heelthn.

Kotin read a dreft of his retirement address {o the J.-M. President listing his
suggesiions for research te find the truth of "plursl response®™ to asbestos as
a way to end the legal conmtroversy (law suits are argied on bias end conjecture
today, he said). His tone wes slightly criticel of J.- M. Management in that he
gsaid nons of his reseesrch ideas would take more than 20 mos. and could have
been started years ago.

- Clinical history pathology - what does exposure meen ic the workers in the
industry.

~ Biological chapges due to asbestos - do they predict cancer.

~ What 15 the asbestss exposure to the gemeral public ~ tpe background level.

- Study cigerettes and esbestos - czn asbestos cause czncer alone,

~ Does asbestos in water produce G.I. tract cancer.

- Cen purely ashestos-ceused cancer be diagnesed.

Williem Weiss, Professor of Medicine, Hehnemann Mediesl College — Talked asbout some
of bhis recent research, mostly snalyses of medical studies.

He concludes from his owz and others studies, that &2 to $0% of lung cancer in
the asbestos irndustry is preventable by simpily net smolking.

As to why the reletionship, 1t mey have something to do with smokers retaining
asbestos in the lunmgs looger. Iz an experipent in veirch non-smokers end smokers
breathed a magnetic dust allowing the residue 1n lumg o be messured after
periods of time, nok-smokars purgsd nearly all dust zfter 12 mos. Swokers
retained a significant emount,

Hens Weill, Prefessor of Medicine, Tulape University - Zzoke about whether we can
live with the asbestos risk.

Public policy has to start by quantifying the risk i= s dose/rsspomse plot.
Scientists plotting hisisrical data come to conflzetizg cozelusions beecasse of
uncerteinty of intercrsting older mzssuremenis., Wezll finds that his most
relisble dzta tell hiz that it's prmcertain with 93% 2:zfidence that there 15 2
threshold - but doesn't sxclude the existance of a thresheld does at whish rask
is no greater then gezerz] populataon.
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Because of decreasing exposure in the last 15 to 20 years, ashestos caused
pleural plagques are blending into the Doise backzroani of cigarette and other
environmentally caused disease,

Finding nev evidence that fiber type 15 a factor in =asotheliom= end that this
disease might elso be caused by othsr minerals (reference to some village in
Turkey where mesothelioma cecurs commonly, and whers a2 asbestes could be
fourd).

Gary J. Nash ~ Industry, Trade and Cormerce, Governme=: sf Canada - Opened a Fre-
sentation on Canada's feelinp on the future of asbestes.

Nash apmouneced that 2 world sumpos:um on asbestos, za:zlth zad society wzll be

neld May 1982 in Montreal. Purpose will be to brizz <o regulaters from all parts
of the world, “he latest evidence on what is/is not = safe lavel of exposure.
Syzposium will touch on substitutes, economics, ete, Attendsnce will be

lim=ted teo only 600 wxth 150 seats for industry. 4Li-endees to this AIA conference
wzll receive notices of the meeting.

Jecques Dummigan - Instatute for Research and Developmezt on Ashestes (TRDA),
University of Sherbrooke, Quebec - Tzlked of Cansdian hezlth reseerch.

He believes the future of the asbestos industry depends on proviemg to the
general public that asbestos is es safe as he belisves it to be which is:
exposure to a workplace conceptration of 2 fibers/cc equals 1 cigarstte/day.
He believes that labor 13 now seiisfied with safetiy cantrols.

He is comvinced that hazard of raw asbestos no longer exdsts, after "locking
up" the fibers in a mixture as in asbestos cement (&4/C). He quoted from a
study 1n which asbestos filled thermoplesstic wes machined and the dust anslyzed,
Zers to very smell amounts of unmodifisd asbestos fiber were detected in the
dust. (Further work might show brzke wear materizl not cencer causing).

He seys researchers are finding that trestmsnt by =illing or phospbating
*paeafies™ the biologrcal effects. Treated esbestos shows 2 unique spectrograptic
signature,

Tanial Perlstein, President - Quebec Naticnalized Ashestos Imdustry.

The Quebac governmeni created its own asgbestos indusiry 3 years ago, has in-
vested $50 m:liion, now empleys 1200 people end has opened a new friction
materials plsnt to memitecture brake pads. They ere betting tkat future will
show no excessive risk in mining or use and will take up the production lost
by U.S. suppliers,

Sz1d that asbestos products are today effectively cuilewed by regulation in
Denmari, Sweden and Caroeny, He believes this to b= partly ecomomic sinece their

reguiators are vague cn evaidence of a problem =nd tnsse countriss have nmo
coamercial asbestos., =sccordingly, he intends to prose bis product low,
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His company is deoing a lot of work on phosphating of asbestos fiber for tex~
tile and paper. Says it's cheap and 2237 o do by ge=a impregnation. To
verify its worih, he has a biological test to compere relative toxicity of
modified asbesios and zsbestos substitutes ageinst tpe rew product.

Other speakers were:

D. Elliett Wilbur, Jr., V.P., Arthur D. Little, Inc. 2nd an expert on the
construction business., He pointed ocut that comstruciion is the biggest user
of asbestos products particularly A/C pipe arnd ahse:, wnich are excellent
products s & business and as a desirable material. He berated the mami-
facturers for not making these products more attractive as they are losing out
%o less durable steel and plastiz.

Senator Jobn K. Chefes, Republican from HRhode Islensd, He says that Congress
will voté on & Olean Air Act probably early mext year. It's in the hearing
stage now, Whatever zt iz, he favers Faderal funding for a mexdimum of 55%
for waste trestments, etc. vs. curreat 75%. Mors local participation assures
fewer frills. He said that members of Corngress can only act when people cite
specific problems, not generalitnes.

Representative Eugene Johnsion, North Carolina. He explained, very enthusi-
astically, Heagen's plen to maks more capitel availsble to increase private
sector productivity and growth and to stop the sperd/tex/spend/tax habit of

Congress by cutting texes first. Seys nothing worries Congress more than
having tc fund new programs in the face of & deficit, unless its to reise

taxes.
gﬂr‘/‘-——'
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