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INC,
ESCAMBIA PLANT
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM
To: Howard Watson Daote: 12 March 1975
Copies:

From: Dale H. Francke J. T. Barx

Ra B.-Jones
Re: Visitor Information Sheet E. A. Primeau

for PVC Plant Admittance

Attached is a copy of the proposed information sheet
which will be given to visitors at the Escambia PVC Plant.
Plans are to include this sheet in our unit operating
procedure, which is being typed.

Please comment on the attached form. If it is not
satisfactory, please supply me with an acceptable form
which we can use for our procedures manual.

LA G e

Dale H. Francke
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NOTICE TC ALL VISITORS

You are entering an area that may contain vinyl chloride (vcCl).
It is a sweet smelling gas that will deaden your sense of smell
after breathing it a few times., If you smell this, immediately
leave the area, since continued breathing of the fumes will cause
unconsciousness.

You have been issued an air mask which will be required in the
event area levels of VCl become higher than the OSHA permissable
level. All operations and procedures are designed to stay below
these levels, but in the event the alarm system does indiate a
high level you will be required to use the air mask or leava the
area immediately. Follow the procedure below in using the air
mask:

HOW TO USE THE AIR MASK:
Putting on the Facepiece:

1., Attach filter body to belt using belt clip.
2. Make sure all head straps are fully extended.
3. Using both hands - Grasp together one temple strap and one
cheek strap in each hand.
4. Place the chin into position in the facepiece. (See Figure 1.)
5. Draw the head straps over the head, be sure they all lay flat
against the head.
6. Simultaneously draw up and back - both CHEEK (bottom) straps.
(See Figure 2.)
7. Simultaneocusly draw-up and back - both TEMPLE (middle) straps.
8. Place palm of either hand on the junction point where the
straps join, push DOWN toward the back of the neck. This
exerts a pull on the TOP strap or straps lifting the face-
piece into proper position.
9. Repeat steps 6 and 7, taking up any slack or looseness.
10. Adjust TOP strap or straps ONLY if necessary to securely hold
the facepiece comfortably and safely in position.

OSHA regulations require that you be instructed that Vinyl
Chloride is a cancer-suspect agent.

March 12, 1975
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INC,

' ESCAMBIA PLANT
INTEROFFICE MEM__ORANDUM

___}To: PR oneg Date: 19 March 1975

Coples:
From: D. H. Francke J. T. Barr

Re: PVC Programs Related
to VCl Exposure Wy O
Weekly Report

1. Work on completing the PVC Operating Procedures—isii ..
continuing. The manual should be ready for printing
within the next two weeks.

2. Installation of the Data Processing Unit is continu-~
ing. Initial results are being received. Some small
changes are being made to make the system completely
operational by 1 April 1975.

3. The CEA for the new chemical cleaning system is being
reviewed before completion and issuance.

4. The CEA for the OSHA related projects was approved
and work is progressing toward installation of the
projects.

5. Stripping conditions of 180° F for 30 minutes have been
successful in maintaining residual VCl levels below
100 ppm in PVC 1230. A procedure of delayed temperature
increase during stripping was started on PVC 1230 just
prior to switching to PVC 1225, 1Initial results looked
godd and the procedure will continue when PVC 1230 is

ma&e again.
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D. H. Francke
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ngs more n.a year since the ﬁrst
news broke concerning the link be-
tween vinyl chloride and cancer of the
liver. Since January of last year it has
become evident that vinyl chloride
mong¢mer and polymer manufacturing
and processing lndustnes have en-
tered a new era.

The Federal go\ernment has set strict
limits on the amount of vinyl chloride that
workers can be exposed to at plants, and
these regulations have recently been
upheld in Federal court. Moréover, indus-
try has, in spite of its protests of hardship.
already begun to comply with the new safe-
ty standards for YCM.

Last week a leading expert on. environ-
mental diseases assessed with considerable
satisfaction the events of the last fourteen
months and concluded that **vinyl chloride
is a real success story.”” The man making
this pronouncement-was Dr. Irving J. Seli-
koff, of Mount .Sinai School of Medicine,
New York, and he made it at r panel dis-
cussion on occupational carcinogens that
was part of a week-long eonference on this
subject held in' New York by the New York
Academy of Sciences. |ic 2

The essential element in the mccus
story, as Dr. Selikolf relates if, is s
the speed at which_government moved
adopt rigorous safely standards on work-
place exposure to VCM once the héalth haz-

ard was recognized and, perhaps more ify-
portant, the spee&_nt whieh jsome segmemg

Stude. i

with these-
The exposure standnrd: on VC

weighted average over an eight-hour day, a
five-hundred-fold reduction from the for-
mer safety standard and a fifty-fold reduc-
tion from the temporary emergency. stun-
dard now in effect. The OSHA. standard has
been-stayed pending.an appealjo’ the US
Court of Appeals by the Boem—o(
Industry, which claims rd i:
technologicauy zud _econ ¥ -unfeasi-
PRV

Dr Selikoff would appear,_not-to share
the SPI views: he is more imgiressed by the
example of the polymerization-plants in the
US that have sét out to meet the standard,
including several that he visited:where the
VCM level had been cut:to two.ppm six
months ago. Dr. Selikoff also eitéd a major
maker (unnamed, but believed to'be Robin- |
tech) of PVC pipéfor having reduced VCN '
ambient air levels at its plants to the TWA |

equivalent of 0.5 ppni v i L 23

| Dr. Anders Erglund, a Swedish*

SWEDISH EXPERIENCE ™

Dr. Selikoff’'s examples of the pro
that can and has been made in

heéalth hazards at vinyl plants ‘in

were matched by those brought forw.

health official. Dr. Englund explained thag
although considerable opposition hid' byert
voiced against tough new VCM standardsin
Sweden, the operators of Sweden's™:
VCM plants (Kemanord AB) Ead been
to reduce VCM levels at its 60,000-fon-pes,
year PVC plant at Sunsvall to 1.5 ppm wheﬁ 5
forced to it and that VCM levels at etbu
vinyl processing plants in Sweden ha& h
cut to 0.5 ppm.
" Dr. Selikoff cites the progress mmﬁ
. date at vinyl plants as evidence that thc
¢ stringent OSHA regulations on VCM™are.
| feasible without economic hardship and he ,
continues to urge regulations requlrlnrno,'
exposure of workers to human eareinum; :
—a zero Hmit. This is a practical matter.
“We ask for zero', says Dr. Selikoff, Che. §
cause to get 1 ppm, you have to deslxn’ior .

zero. He S engi B!
Luked to aoers Are

e &

they design will bl;

levels mmnai ieakage Ty
WETle ~vinyT CHISF#e~ts undoubtedly

been the most controversial toxic chemicaly

over the past year, it was by no means the .
focus of last week’s New York Academy o

by’
Occupetional-Safety, & Health. Mministra- :
tion requiresn ambient air level of one part -
of VCM per million parts-of air as a time- |

Sciences conference. Other carcinogens
and ctrcinogenic environments were dis-
S

cugsed.

these plnu and tlnt‘tun
brain and:lung caneereaths
: song'employed at varions pla
R v the plant; the evidence mew

chloridé>ay the- causdl SFens

lignant -neoplanmi®™
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OfVCM Rules Dé‘nie‘

The US Cireuit Court of Appe
the second distriet in New Yorlfas
denied a petition by Society of
Plastics Industyy and others for a
of the viny} chloride standards sched
uled to go into effect April 1. .

The SPI petition hed asked that the Oc-
cupbticna! Safety & Health Administra-
tion’s VCM standards be delayed pending a

decigion by the Supreme Court as to wheth--

er or not it would heer an appeal.

The order was signed by Tom Clark, for-

mer Justice of the Supreme Court; Freder-
ick Van Peit Bryan, retired judge, and Jus-
tice: K‘ewE T. Duffy, Southern District of
New’ York--zll-of whom were *‘sitting by

destgnation’ in the case.
"The April 1 date for implementation of
‘t.h&*ltmdﬁﬁ:l; was set by the judges at the
d of Decerber when they denied a peti-

tmn ‘of SPT and others for a Jud.tclal review

oﬂlﬁ'%’VCM standards; - <= oo

ervers believe it’s poastble the indu&
tr! p may now approach one of-th
prenré Court ‘justices with a request for
sta¥ whilé-waiting to see if the high court
wi z“:t?!'é' appe-l

e e e ant R
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VCM Work Standard

F)N‘ i ;*b,-—-——- oy - - .
‘Appedled to High Court
: iety of the Plastics Industry will
pétition the US Supreme Court to re-
.view the recent US Court of Appeals
*. dekision upholding the Occupational
" Sdtety. & Health Administration stan-
s.dard on vinyl chloride monomer
. (CMR, 2/10/15, pg. 3.

« -8PI began the appeal process last week
+-by fiking a motion asking the US Court of
- Appeals for the Seecond Circuit to stay its
ruling of January 31. This decision upheid
~the OSHA standard but gave sixty days
(until April 1, 1975} lor compliance.
. The motion for & stay would set aside
" this ruling pending application to the Su-
preme Court for a writ of certiorari. Contin-
. uance of the temporary OSHA standard.
i witleh currently limits worker exposure to
“wiy parts per million of VCM, is also
_';iiht pending final case disposition by the
preme Court. The emergency temporary
tandard has been in effect during the ear-
“liar ltigation. .
Petitioners have statsd that the applica-
.tiou—for a writ of certiorari will be filed
within twenty days and that they will make
: Ygvary effort to expedite” the new proceed.
vings before the Supreme Court. e
* Cértiorarl will be sought on the grounds

.the Court of Appeals for the Second
renit erred in . its interpretation of the

ay -

prfanent. vinyl chloride standard whikh
Ppromulgated October 4, 1974, and
entabllshed an exposure level of I
milion.~ « © | R
rther argued that, contrary to
nabling legislation, “‘the standard
e VCM-PVC industry to a tech-
y and economically infeasible
* qdq_" N . =
ling to SPI, aven OSHA Adminis-

.of the standard and based the

BT L VARV N

judgement,” rather than factual
- AT

<VCM-PVC industry is makin
Bt to réduce worker exposure lev‘-'
iids that this work will cantinue re-
: p petition. to the Supreme
2N L T S
_ he says, the decision to ask the
it Tor; & writ of certiorart is based
c"t,.ﬁlt the appellate court
) ¥ required: the VCM-PVC indus.
Sgvelop “infearible enginearing con-
(U work practices in an attempt teo
aunknowable practicable exposure
. el f.
eause OSHA's variance procedures
Alse deemed by the Industry as “inap-

ald bé encountered in attempting t -
‘dunh'o‘ standard, My, Har‘d,:ng‘.:y‘;o&l,

the “Suprame Count
resoive the linal status of the l‘::n-

14

5 tantial evidence'' rula fo uphoid the

Hon, pf the 1-ppm exposura level on.

arding, Jr., president of SPI,

" to rectify the problems which .
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PLASTIC MATERIALS

PVC— Az PVC makers prepare to carry
their anti-OSHA case to the Supreme Court
(see news story, pg. 3), some industry
sources are say{ng that, next to the capital
expenditures involved in making manufac-
turing operationa safe, their biggest worry
is a deterioration in resin quality due to tox-
jcity-related process changes.

Says one marketer for a large producer:
“I'm more concerned about losing some
end.uses because of deteriorating quality
than anything else. Some spplications may
be processed out of the market.”

The process changes involved are those
related to reducing amounts of residual
VCM in finished resin. There is heavy pres-
sure from fabricators that such residue be
eliminated so that they will be spared the
expense of protecting exployees from VCM
exposure,

A source at another major producer
says: ““We might all just have to accept
lower quality resin than we've been recus-

.tomed to for the last five years or so.” The

reason, he says, is that reduction of VCM
residue requires the application of more
heat during drying processes. “When too
much heat is applied, ultimate heat stabili-
ty is affected.” he says. 'I don't see how
that deterioration can be avoided."

However, a spokesman for Goodrich, the
largest PVC producer, said that company is
“making progress in eliminating residuai
VCM" and added that ‘'we foresee no dimi-
nution of resin guality.”” -
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