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UNION
CARBIDE

May 30, 1974

Dr. Raymond T. Moore
Associate Directer, NIOSH
3-50 Parkliown Building
34600 Fishers Lone
Rockville, Marylond 20852

Subject: Comment on Proposed Rule Making 30 CR Pert 71,

as published in Federal Register (37FR23645)
November 7, 1972

Dear Dr. Moore:

The proposed heelth standards for surface coal mines, as st forth in the above-ceptioned
Notics, establish special roles concerning ashestes. n eur view, the proposed asbestos
standords are yanscessary and will leed to confusion becouss they are inconsistent with
established standards for indueiry, as published by the Department of Labor pursuant to the
Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) and by Department of Interier pursuent to the
Federal Metal end Non=Metallic Mine Sofety Act.

While not extersively engaged in cosl mining, Unlon Carbide doss mine and proces
asbestas. It Is eur undersiending that the pressnce of asbestes in cesl mines Is minimal

and has not been feund te comtitule @ special hazard. Censequently, 1t dess net ssem
reasoncble to have more stvingent rules where there is no hazard than for sltustions In which
some significant hazard hes been recognized; such as the Indusiriel plants for which the

OSHA reguliatiens were designed er fer asbestos mines and mitls under MESA jurisdiction.

Specifically, we cbject to that portion of proposed Section 71.202 which goss beyend
ACGIH recommendations to previde that the eight=heur time welighted average (TWA) con-
centration to which miners are exposed shall not exceed two fibers per cubic eontimeter of
alr. On July 7, 1972, following extensive heerings which are a matter of public record,
the Department of Labor, under Section 1910.93(a) of the OSHA stendard, set the Hime
weighted average limit ot five fibers par cc, offective July 2, 1972 through June 30, 1976.
Not until July 1, 1976 is the standard reduced to twe flbers per cc.
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Wa further note that under the Heolth and Sefety Stendards ~ Metal and Nea-Metellic
Ogpen Pit Mines, & mandatory air quelity stendard of flve flbars par oc hes eles been
adopled. It is incongruous thot @ five fiber stianderd has been judged eccepiable for epen
pit asbestos minss where cerfaln recognized hazards exist but a two fber stenderd is pre-
posed for arface cosl mines where there is no demonstrable haxard from cirbouwrne asbestos
fibers. Both opesstions are, of course, under MESA jurisdiction. Additional evidence as
to the bread accepience of the five fiber standard by government laduiric! hyglenists mey
hMlnthMWmanHuMl’, 3974
(OPNAVINST 6240.1).

In the interim (1.0. vatil July 1, 1978), it s our contention that o uniferm standerd shewld
be epplied for oll workers te aveid confusion, to fecllitete interpretation, and te eid od-
minisiration. We, therefore, urge thet o consistent stendard of five fibers per cublc centl-
meter of air on an elgh? howr time welghted everage basis be adopied for surfoce ceal mines
at this time. This material ls svbmitted for inclusion in the record of the hearings te be
held by NIOSH on June 5, 1974, and fer consideretien by the Chalrman in his fect-fiading
deltberations on the subject.
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Very wuly yours,

James W. Rawlings

JWRAWCT fes.

cc: Mesars. R, F. X. Fusore
G. K. Grasber
R. H. Mevansss
r. Jd. Mm’
J. L. Myers
E. A. Mersail
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