
May 30, 1974

Aswcioto D hector, NIOSH ,
3-50 ftosklawn Building 
5600 Flstwvs Lam 
Rotkvtlkf Maryfawd 20852

Sub|>cti Comment on froyond tulo Making 30 OV Nrt 71, 
os published In Fsdml Koglstor (37F823645) 
Nowonsbor 7, 1972

Door Or. Moor*:

Thn mMMd health standards for irfass oool mlnos. as nt forth In tho above—oaoHonod 
Notice, establish social wlot concerning asbestos. In our view, tho proposed asbestos
iTonoorai on vvMQMV)r m wvii mm m oonMran omrnv iiMjr m inoMifiww wvvvi
citablMiid t^Bndoftii fw m pubfltlNN£ by lh§ Deportment of labor pursuant to tho
OccupoHonol Sofoty ond Hoofth Act (OSHA) and by Department of Intorlor punuant to tho 
Fodoral Motal ond Non-Metallic Ml no Sofoty Act.

White net extensively engaged In coat Mining, Union Carbide done mine ond process 
asbestos. It Is our understanding that the prosenoo of asbestos In cool mlnos Is otlnlonl 
onQ noi nor oootv tooivq «o romnrM o ^oooi roboos hsOM^vvfifijfp i« qmi ho imhi 
roaoonablo to have owe stringent rules whore there Is no ho—d than far situations In which 
some significant ha—d has boon reeogwhoft such as tho Industrial plants for which tho 
OSHA regulations wore designed or for asbestos adnos and adtls under MESA jurisdiction.

Specifically, wo object to then portion of proposed Section 71.202 which geos beyond 
ACGIH rocoaunondotlons to provide that the eight-hour How weighted ovorags (TWA) con­
centration to which miners are exposed dwll not exceed two flbors por cubic centimeter of 
air. On July 7, 1972, following ex tensive hoorlngi whicR”sra o matter of public record, 
the Department of Labor, under SecHon 1910.93(e) of tho OSHA standard, sot tho Haw 
walghwd ovorogo limit at fhw flbors par ee, offfeaHvo July 2, 1972 through Juno 30, 1976. 
Not unHl July 1, 1976 Is tho standard roduood to two flbon por ec.
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U/. » it.„» ■- - tL.^ U-----««j- -- -» - »- _ U-t-l - * — U-.-lh-vTi rurrnvr now vim uncm vvw nponi ono ww]r wim 9 iww wo rwnvoniRc 
O^m Fit Mines, a wondatary air qeaiity rlondord of flue fibers par cc has aha baaa 
adopted. It Is Incongruous iht a flue fiber standard has baan judfeed aacaptebla far span 
pit abasias adnea whore eartala recognized hazards atest bat a too fiber standard Is pro- 
pasad for aarfaca ooai -lass ahaaa lhara Is no daaaonatrabla hazard froat aithauma asbestos 
fibers. Both sparaHons ora, of course, under MESA futisdleHae. Additional evidence as 
to tha broad acceptance of tha flvs flbar atendard by geuoraowat laduatrial hygienists way 
ha found in tha Dspartwenl af Nary mgalatlena an aabaatas prosarlpalad an April 9, 1974 
(OFNAVINST 6260.1).

In tha Intarlai (l.a. until July I, 1976), It Is our contention that a anHom itandted should 
ba appllad far alt authors to avoid cenhdos, to fad If late Interpretedan, and to aid od- 
ednlstrotlan. Wi, tharofere, urpa that« consistent standard of IWb fibers par coble cenH- 
swter of dr on an eight hour Haw weighted average basis be adapted far surface cool wines 
at this Hew. This waterid b sabedtted far Induaton In the record of the hearings te be 
held by NIOSH on Jana 5, 1974, and far oonddaraHen by tha Chalwaan In his foct-fla&ng 
deHboratfcno on the subject.
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