
io NIBRESOTA POLLUTION CORIO, AGHICYHr 2 Division of Solid taste :? Enforcenent. Section .
Status of Tavestigative Sty eluting to
Industrial Waste Du in C-ldile, Mitneoota

. October 28, 190

ISSUE sma
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's TrdusLrial md Hazardous WasteExforcemnt Section in Ue DIVISION of Solid Vnste (Low) has bow condurtingan investigation of mn iuxkned up Site located in the south § of Sent fut18, Township 29 North, Range 21 West in Oukdulo, Hirrcsota, The inetonbegan in Fay of 1975, towover, not until recently dic the invests ion fovealthat there are to separate Cisposal areas located ir close prone: if Lo. onemother. The Investigation also revealed that both cites had alowed fedeping as well 5 tie burying of ndstri.d chemical wtos. A meting wsheld on Cctober 13, 1980, th all knows partica associated with tha Gunsrp site wd the Agency's SESE UpaaLerd Lk on tho Agraey's prem Hestation

1. beoiground:
bay22,1975 - DILL Hemsings, an Onkdule restdent, fsued a complaint wout

the Oukinle dup Site and that a reddisiyellow leadate was surociog on
areas of the dip.
dine 19,1978 - The HPGA's Division of Water Guallty refers the Guicale
dep site snvestigation over to the Division of Solid Haste.
Jue 21, 1978 = Two Agency staff investigated what oppeared to ba an
rudonedruniotpal dum. The investigation report noted that thers were
ee plles of plistic puckaging material which they Shouht nay have come
from 31.
uly 7, 1978 + The Agency sent a letter to the Odkdale city administrator
advising him of the presence of the Oukdale dnp ad FoqueAEIng inforticn

: fren she city regarding the site.
July 17, 1978 - The Oakdale city administrator responsed “o the Agency's

: letter but provided Listle information
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OctobeP~f~ ~, 1980 

!S%~ STATI<H]’INT 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s ]nd~’stp.ial :aqd H,~z,m~dous 
Zufo]~ement Sectio~ i~ J~e D]vislon oF So]i.d W~:~te (DSW) has been cot JuctinS 
e~q InvestJs;~tio[] of ~ ;Ibm~do~e~] d~p slte ].oca~ed in the sout, h ~,6 of 
18, Towr]ship 29 NoPth, ]{<~zze 21 West in ()~J<da]e, Minrx:;sota. The 
beSmn in Ma.y oi:" 1978 howovep, no% untJ.l r’ucentiy d:id the irlves[;i~iatior~ reve~ 
t~]at thepe ~-’e two sep~&~re disposa! @pe&q "located im close prox~rn] <y tc one 
aqother. The investigation also PeveRled tha~; both s[tes ]]~J allowed the 
c]~np~ng as well ~s tl~e b~[’yflx-g of :ind<~st~’~ ~I cnem](x~L wasucs. A m0<cl:inS was 
l~eld on Cctobep IS, 1980, with &~l known ~ aP<n.es aA~soc]ated with the DM<da£< 

gat~ o~. 

I. B~cl<grou~nd : 

May,..:.9°, 1978 - Bill Helmd ngs, ~n O&k@d.e --..-..-,-I-~ . _ ~(..~.1~.1~. iss,ed a complaint ~Joout. 

the OaR(a],:’ dump sri.ue and t;l~at a Pod(lish-.~f!low 

;-~re~s of the Ch~p. 

June 19,-19’78 - The ~>CA’s Division of Wal.,ur 0u~_(Lity refez,s the O~<daie 

dt~mp site ]_nvostization over to the D!visioK ::,f .,o]zd*~    " Waste, 

June 21, 1978 - Two Agency staff inve~tigat0d wh~-~t appeaped to be ~ 

abaumloned~rlt~]./:;ip"al atmp. The :LnvestJgatio~ report no~sed that theme were 

mmny ~iles of plattic packagznS mat~pial which they shought may have come 
from ’3M. 

July 7, 1978 - The Agency sent a letser ro the 0akdale city a(gnin:i.scsa<:of 

adviszng h,Jm of the presence of the Oakd~l( chnp ~,~d r’(~qliest]ng ird’or-mat:~on 

fr, om the city reg~mding the szce. 

July_l[]_.,_~._97_~ - The O~<da]~ c].uy aC~T, lnlstrator responsed ~o the 

le%tem but provided i.i 3t].e infoEmation 

.j 
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TT anh 12, 1979 = The Anenay contested BELL Hemi: (colin) to inform
fim that the Agoncy would be taking a “stand by" approneh concerning the

> Ousdate site pending developnent of te site.
Hay 74, 1973 ~ An Agency Staff memocr is spain avsimed to the Oakdale cup
afte to investigate the cite me mike recommendations.
Jie 28. 1979 - Minnesota Mining md Manufacturing (34) recponse by letter
to Agency's request. concerning Their imvolvenont with the Oakdale dap site.
1 acknowledged their use of the site but only for disposal of tape, hurdened
resin ond niscellaeous scrap.
Septinter 4, 1979 ~ A mber of the DSH Bifbrvumenl Section’ sLaft conducted
a field investigation of the Oakdale dump Site a a part of mn ahindoncd dup
survey of the retropoliten area.
April 28, 1980 ~ other Field iovestigtion wis pecfomed atthe, O kdl dap
site to iwestigate the possibility that the dirp site my have acoopted chemi:
wien. It was detemmired that a fore detailed {vestigation was in oner.
Nay 13, 1950 = The Minnesota Department. bE Trrportation suited to ti
Agency 2 report of the coil borings that sere dug prior to the construction of

~ State Highway 212. Tre repost indicated that borings were not: done in the
vicinity of the dum due to the potential hard involved.
une 5, 1980 - 3 a5 wel: AS ore OF the present property owners as contacted
by lester to request more precise information concerning pst disp Tt the
Oicdale dup site.
June 9, 980 - The present; property owner responded to the Agency loiter of
Inquiry. Me skated that the property in question ws purchased in 1661 md
that the cup site ws ready abmndoned. His future ples for the oi te
included possible comercial development.
July 11, 1900 - 3 responds 0 letter of inquiry md confims that indutrial
ervmieal wists (heptane, toluene, mathyl-otayl ketone sel fcctonc) me Hiss
at the Cukdale dum. also provided information as Lo the history of tn
disposal site wd possible contact porns.
Aust 6, 1580 + The Agency requests information by letter from a past

: property ower and operator of the disposal site concerning site disposal
$ practices during the 1950s.
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24, 1979 - ~an Agency staff mcmoer is ag~fin a.ns~ £Ned t~.~ the Oakdale :k~mp 

~:o znvcsc:t;gato ’:he g:i.te ~-:~d m~<(÷ reco~T~flendat]ons. 

Jt~e 28, 1979 - Mt~-leso<a Mining ~nd Manufactumin£ (3H) ~’esponse by letter 

~o Agency’s requesr concePning the£r 2rWolvement w.[th the Oakda£e du:~p site. 

SH aclatowledged their" use of the site but only £or d[r:’,poss£] of’ tape, im~’derled 

resin and misoell~’~eous scrap. 

a field investigation of the O~(dale (IL~np s:i.te ~; a part of ~:m abandoned dump 

SLucvey of the metropolitan 

April < 3, - ,\not"~c~" f’i(;ld ~nvesi. igation w:~:{ 

s~e so :.nvestigRce th~ possibility that the dump ozt~ may have acccpt6.d chem,., 

WaSLUS. t.t Was det.e~’[r’,i~<~d tlnat a rm)ru dot.ailed invus[.igation 

~, ].S, !980 -- ’.Die 

Age~k:y a r’epoi~t of the 

State Highway 212. ’]]tno popoPt ind.1cated that bor].nSs wore nob (lone in the 

v~cini [:v of hhe dL, np due to the pot~}nt.ial h~,ards i.nvo]vcd. 

.JHne 5, 1.980 - 3M as wel: as one or the present ppopept~ owr]eps ’/ ~’ ~ a,_, conttacced 

b’~ ’lector to requesu more prec~ se informat~ on concer’rTing pas: dispo,u:d, s.t the 

O~<dale dL~np site. 

June 9, 1980 - The present property o%~zcP mespondcd to the Agency letter 

that: Ll~e dump site we~s already ab~P~doned. His FutuRe p].t:~-[s for’ 

:included :)ossible co:~ner’cit:i devel c, pmr~ng. 

,]__ul.~Y 11, 1980 - 3M responds co lettem of Lnquiz~y ,~o confiz~ns that 

chemical wastte (hepcsne. toluene, methyl-or;by] k~rtor~e and nce’ton~:~ 

at one O~.J<dale dunp. 3H also provided knlRorrnntio~ as to the his~o%, of ti~e 

disposal s] t,e ~..u]d .possible concacz persons. 

Auguss 6, 1980 - The Agency requests in:t’ormation <y letter fpom a ,b&~< 

propel-by owrler a-did operator of the di.N)osnl sJ. cc concos]Jng 8.i to disposal 

prnctkces d~ring the 1950s. 
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TT 7 pumst 13, 39% - ho post property owner and site operator!respondect to
/ fency"a requests and Indicated that he had contrasted with several comentes

Zi? Go Boul tasty waste to the Ookdale dary, however, the majority of wste ws
® Gerorated by M. He also indicated that St. Paul Terminal dhrchone Comyry

(rows own ss Space Center Transport, ine.) wed the site for disposi for
approximately cro month WH] they acquired Thetf own ite in Woodbury,
Miesesota. .
August 39, 1000 - A leLter of Inquiry wnt out to officials of Spice Conter
Trensport, Inc. requesting Infomation shout the companys imvolienent ith
he Oante da.
Soptorbos: 12, 1900 + A peperal counsel ur Sie Genter, 1nc. responded to
the Agency letter of request and tdicated that St. Paul Terminal VarchnaseCompany did use the Oakdale dup for waste dicposal for approxinately ore year
$1960. The letter aleo went on to state that the only purty for which fe
company aid dtsposal veri ves M Gomory.
Senterber 26,1060 = A letter was sent out to one of the property cunsrs
requesting that he propose a grow water mentoring progrim for the discos
site @d unit Lt to the Agency by Cetober 31, 1980. A copy of the letter _Sent ite the property ouner was also addreccd to 3 along with a cover Lotterwhich indicated thet the Agency's request to the property owner. does rotsolve 2 fron any responsibility relating to the dudlale dup site.
Geteper1, 1900 An interview was condixted with a fomer employes of theCukdale ump Operator who worked at the site during te 1950s. The loge01d Of pst disposal practices that occurod at the site which fnoluod theburying of S5-gation Gums of chemical wastes that originated from i
Qotaber1,1980 ~ B11 Herming (the oriptin comiaimnt) again conloctedAgency Sar to discuss the Oude dum «ite ad proved sreaddisionalinformation concerning the dum site.
stober 3, 1860 ~The Mirnesoua Geological Survey wos contacted to obtaininfomation concerning the wells that have bean logged near tho Oudale dapsite.
Cetober 6, 1980 - A renber of the Agency's LACE met with a WashingtonCounty official and a fomer 3 employee sho sorked for Hi for 21 years. The3 employee aloo has Lived near the Gakdale dump site for the pass 10 sons. 0 was molec in the Couaerizng of the wnste that. wnt to the <n
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~.~sE. 13, ~98C - l’~e p~~ pPopeP~y owncP and site operaton~ responded co 

Agency’s PeqL~es~s ~d indicated that he had 

t;o haul bJ]t~iF worsge go t[]L~ 08kdale dump, how{~veP, tlK~ majority o~" wa!’,ge w~..is 

generated by 3M. He ~{[so indicated th~3t .~t,. Paul 

(n:~,. known ~.~ :,pace C~:.~nteP ’l’Pa~spoPg, .1.I10. tlged tl~e ~i. tc :[’of dJ. spos~d. FoF 

approximately one nomt:h t.~til they acqui Pcd 

Minnesota. 

Auzust__      ..,.~a 1L980 - A letter of. inquiry wc’nt o~n: t,o o-I?fic-ia]s of                                                                                 ~p,:,.<.<~ .... Center 

Tr<.,nspo~:, Inc. requesting info~T~lal:Jol~ [ff)oL1[ the company’s invo].vcmcr~t w1 t:h 

Se[~temher 25, 2980 - A l.etbeP was seng ot.,~ to one o[ En,~ pPop(;z’t:/ 

requesting that he propose ~s gro~d wace~ monitorin~ progrc~m for the 

site and 5ubmig it to !:he agency by ~t:obeP 31, 1980. A copy O~ the 

sent ~cc the [gPO~)ePEy owl~eP was ~so addrc~scd to 3M a-l.or~g wl t:h a cover 

which ~ndic~:ced that; the Agency’s Peques~ to T;he pPopePl:y o~er does [not 

~solve 3~ from e~y responsibility rclating to the O~<dale d~p site. 

OC~oocr i. 1.980 - An inteEv:Lew was conducted wiZh a fozm[eP employee of the 

Oakdale d~ap opePatoF who worked at the site dLlm~,~ <~~e 1950s    [’?m erii)~ovce 

told DE past disposal practices J:h&t occup~(j aL gbe Slte ~J.ch ir4:21~]dod the 

bt~ryil/Z Or 55-S{lllO~h CPGns of ohemJcPll was ges thst opi~Jnrtted EPOITI 3H. 

:[nfor~nation concePnj ~¢ the du~np site. 

October 3, 1980 - The M:i.r~esoca Geologica! SLzZ~vey was co~]bactec~ to ob’:cd.n 

infoz~.aation concernzng the wells that have been lo ,~ed g~,. n~ ~r the C)akds] e d~ ~mp 
site 

October 6, 1980 - A nember of the A[~ency’s st~:E[’.g: mec vCLt]-, a Washingcon 

Country of:[~ic:i.a! {:~<] a fo~~cr, 3M employee who worked -[’oz-, £’4 fop 21 y~az,s. The 

3M employee also has lived ne~~ the O~<d~ , dL~p site fo~-" [:he pas~: 40 years ’<-/ 

~d was invoiv~d in ::he "on!:ai.nerizJng of tY}~.~ wmst:e Lhr~t ’,;<~H to 1:h,,. ,.,...-,POre 
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deme ei oT eeFI . ~~

- - dump. The 3M employee wis Lhe first Lo reveal thal Were Were tes separate

Gispmsal sites located fn clase prOXITILY 10 one ther (confirmaon of this
Ar report was obtaired during te site inspection). SW wets also were disposed

of at this site.
oft 0, 2900 - titer snopes So ediake© wel) sien so 4 wi
taken, 0 thie private residential ils we seeped. (Sgles 1 in
custody of Hiswssotia Heaitn Cepartannt.)
tober 0, 19% wee slitional water sueples wre Caen fro prvi
restdential wells just south of Oakdale Amp. {Samples mow fn custody of
Hisoweota tet depart.)
Ontetir 9:10, 1900 - Local WOOF constr fen ens a Lspecton vieork an the Higher 217 preet. Testor nocd lst severing merons:Sgillon dims contatning 140d wate, flo enticed on intonation
CPF Along Wiggmey Tihinoramy wd oven over ir
Ootoher 10. 198) « io x rete Sertiiical fmt een from te GrosHater Section in the Division of Vater Quily concurming th potentiss- SPORE wir problem Hat my ccen 5 te TAL of emicnt wt petadisposi of at the Guile hap sac.
Getter 13, 1980 - A meeting vas held wich all leven partes smote 1nUg Qukiole dnp site, insluding reprezcnuLives of local goverment, mejoriste generators, transporters xd private md ou. fre meetingFold to oot in motion ation tak will be osetia] on evaluating dtcorrecting problorss Lt my exist Al to Guede dr site,
Coober 21, 1000 = A makin of the Astxcy SLAF met with mebers of the OrkdateCity Coun to wpdate them on the Asciwy Investigation conserning the CuteAmp ite. The Onkdale counsel was cco Informed of the future formeion orBho Lasik Force wie vali be rospenaiot in cota ishing pukdstives oe te wagonS011, curries ond preasd water stusy for the Ckinle dur afte,
I. Dsewssion:

#8 the present tine, the SHaft of the Mirmevota Pollution Control Agency(FOR) tus 70 Tinition of the scope of the problem that extets co g recneoF the Orkilale rp site. There 15 1 wkkrtatnty a5 to how the sentones orLA the subject disposal site have clenyed wilh Lime. here fore, tie Agency staff
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(~tol.)e- ]3, lgt~>0 - A it:re:c( {.H~ wa~ held w_i.<li a.l. 1. 

Lhg O<fl<d;~Ae dt~tp ~:i_te, includin~ ~eps’cscr~t<fl.._Lves of 

i$. Di,’sc us~ z oft : 

A% the ,_x’cuent tlme, the sta_ff of" the Minnesota P<~].lution Centro_ Ager~cy 

(MPCA) l~<-.m{ no deffJnit;tL)n of" the scope of" tllc problcq7 tllnt exists 

of the O;Jcdale dtm]p site. i’heDe 7~s ar~ ur~cer’t~in<;y rIs to how the cor~-[:ci~ts 

I~lad~. Av~il~hle hv Z[~/I fnr In.~n~.e.tinn ~nd (?.nnvinn ~.~ I?.nnfid~.nti~l Infnrmatinn’ 

1242.0004 
3MA02604703 



ggg rr rnin
Fr - -
HI
PE 55 in the prossss of establishing guidelines for a gajor sell, surface wl
E round water study for te Ockdale daw site. Tn Ue meeting of (tober 13,

Jw, $4 we generat’ aye by AL fiwolved press wt te rie
; cersiry ond that a task foren wuld be sot TD 1 work oul the prod aires

ridelines of the study. The participation of mst of the potentially
responsible parties in tis camiEtce Ss, howevry In ution 1 (hic Cine,

“The Agency will be sending out a formu request to all concemed parties
askin them to provide. Srdividkals Shit 1 bo Sbl6 10 provid tocnmed
assistance in prowaint the gros miter ately.

Dring the tine of the srl toe Aga" Imestinion ill contin
a the pry WiLL be asking to Surther SckniEy the waster Us wee
dtsponed of at. the sito

The Atsomey Generals SASS LATE be rosearehin the [este of LivALity
ring tho Ei te task force vorks out the curklitions for the soi ndaround water study. This type of svscarch by the Attomey Generaife <a°F
15 necessary beseise tho weste gerceator never men, operated on diructly
hated to the Onkdale site and present pioparty cers id not een the prpert
at ke time ioposad tok pice.

+The Minnosota Department of Public lialth is now developing & well iter =ping program sich will Snciucs sping. vd eyeing both mtclpal adresidential ils survoursting the sbect diomosal site. fe nfo on
that 11 be Obtained from this wing progr will Ald Agency SEA 1
determining the magnitude of the potential problem that the Oakdale disposalsite porerates. The Kimsota Health Peprrtmnt £3 A150 takingsepenn ATityFohal related pretions that my wie in Ge mascip witon apythe rest of the Oridale dp fie.

~
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~.%~idel:tnes of tte stud.,. ’lhe pt~tic_[pat-it~n el" most c~ th<: poter4,i.u:].,< 

~-~d the A~ency w]l_L be aF, kJng SM to :ffurU;cF id-, TtiCv the wsstes 

disposed of" at the s] 

~The Minnesota Dep~’tment of ]h~b]i.c liea]th is now d6~velopin8 a well w=~ter, " 

s&~nplJ.ng ])so&%p~ which wlt]], inch}de s ~%(k]r]~[ and a]:{]V:;:inq both rrtr’ic 

res:i.denti~ weils sur-round.inS the s~bjec d-isposa_l site, The infcnua 

that wt!l be obt:a~ned Yrom this s~~p]., n;~., ,A~, -,,-, 8,~ ,~r..- will aid Azency strd’£ :.., 

site generaues. ’N-]o Hi~-~osots }lea].-I,h i),mt):tr,Lmq)n-,: Ls <£kso l-:~<ing z’espormJbil$Ly 

the mesult of the 0~dale dump si-L~ 
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