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Tme Secrziaryts Reoort follows:
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The fcl;cwi:g surmzrizes briefly the acitivitiss

of the Lead Industricsz Assoclaticn since the last mzeting:

(1) ¥ational Induastrial Racovery Act - Althoush this impor-
tant industrizl legisliatisn 2zs not yet beern enacted into
law, a2t the time of writinz, we have begun th:s accurmlation

—v

of some of the information which will Le necessary in order

to use %the =~rovicicrns of tnis Act. A zuestionnaire has beex

distributed to our ::;1“_, smel
cue=ting leodor datz vor-:s wages pald and tk
ployment in thae 1na:sury tcday compar 1

ting and refining wemcers, re-
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Compearec with other trade associatiosns, the Le=
Industries Association wepresents, 1o scme branches, ax
usually high proportiocon oI nrocuction., In »rimary lead
smelting and refining the l“dds 7 is 1000 Z@preuented,
mining we have a representation clocse to GOﬂ, in the lead
oisments industry sur representzticn is cloze to 1205, a
remarkx wnich aonlizs equally to lezd pipe, sheet, and same
cf the lezd allcys., In other words, the Lead Indastries
Associaticon is the naturel medium for th=:ze lezd manufac-
turing interests tc use under tac dDrovisizn oI the ztiosnal
Industrial Recovery Act,

AL

(2) Stztistics - An imvwortant chan.e in ks z:thod of repori-
ing our Fig L:ozd Salzg staticstice was maie lay lst, withous
interraption cf the cservice, 2nd en additiosn - Tnfill=d QOrders-
incliuded in th: sabualaticon,

(3) Teriff - An inf.rmal meeting of the Ixecutive Committee
and some memvers wit: heedgusriers i TUew Torz vwas held on
Yoy (th to discuss 2 tarsatened move on ot opart -l the Wazeh-
ingtorn Admindistrsvice U0 disturs exicsting t=riif ccredule
enc the —rostect of the Lead schedules vzin; wrde Ine of the
bargsining items in invernationsl trotde arrarnsemente advoca-
tec by tze Admirnistraeticn., Ur. Cellahan oi Tallace, Idzho,
cepresenting the lorthern Idanc leszc iiners, attended. It
wag informally zgreed that the Lead Indusiries Aswocittiza
wio the zmetursl fzct finding agency Irowm which to oTizin the
Zate mecssezry 0 deleond the intszrest of lead in Weshingion
gaouid zny tariff emsrgency arise. Accordingly, fhe Secre-
ZeTry nas aireadr uegun to procurs cdatz on e :mletive costs
of labor in tze Unizted States comnerss witli costs in Australis,
Burnma, Germanry, Spain and ciacr ~esl Zzoducing couniriss, o
uze wits cther data saowuld a <ariii emergency arise.

A vizit to Washington by the Zscr:tary znd a talk
with some of thnose »resumably comnetznt s soeak, ssens to
indicate that 1 a tariif bill is ozcsed th2 Senate will
exercise its right to ratify anv recirrocal treaty arrange-

se

ments. Just now tariff legislation ems cdestined to be

postponed indefiritely.

(4) Plumbing Regulations - Acting bv authority of the Bo rad,
our intensive drive to obtain 2 modilicatisn of the zluwnmcing
codes so0 that lead would Treceive equitabls concideraticn, i
making steady progress and meeting with an excellent re
tion. I am attacking an account oI develomm-nts 1in the State
of New Jersey which culminated in the vcasszge cf one of the
strongest endorsements in fevor of lesd I have ever seen, by
the New Jereey Stzte Master Plumbers Associztion. ow that
the ice kas been broken I thirk our progress will e even
faster.
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neve discovered that tkere 1s a surprising amount of leacd
ir. tea sawples teken from lead lined casks, runring any-
where Ircm 10 to 15 milligrems per lb. I believe the sinp-
plest adiustment would ve for the shippers of tea to use 2
cheap »aper inrer liner.

lvgieng - Zven though our knowledge of lead -oison=-
creased enormcusly over the last tea ye:Ts, chiefly
e work of Drs. Aub, Feirhall, Sayers, Kehoe an

rdent workers in lead, -uch remains to te done and it
.ck of xnowledge of the effect of small amounts of lead
in the human system today which prevents us from taking an in-
te¢’lizent stand on some of the practical problems which face
2t uze or lead products such as leed arsenate, tea lead and

During my visit to Hervard, Professor Fairhall and

I ned¢ a long diecussion on this surject. Dr. Fairzzll Fecls
thkat it would oe nighly decsirzble to make an intensive study
52 tnis ¢ueztion of normal lead, thet is the zucunt of lezdé
wnicn orazcticelly every humazn being has in his system. This
is & preotlen winlcen is receiving ucors e2nd noro attenticn, ST o—
Zegesor Feirhell tells ms that e will Te gled t7 give his en-
tire cervices free for z yeor i e would 1iZz: {0 tackls this
interesting »rovblem ané wile flnancia 1y suvpvort a program of
recearcn, A co-y oI Professor Fairhallls letter, estimatirg
the_cost oI the prograr is attachzd.

It nay ve that my position, wiich nlaccee me close
t5 2ttackxs on lezc fror zll sources, forces me unculy to en-
;h351ze ton: cucestion of the general nealtn hazazd of lead, out
it does seem to me that it is of funcemental importance to the
lead industries and that we should always be in the for:iront
so far as mecdical knowledge of lead is concerned. Only with
zccurate znowledze of leac are we abls to combat many of the
unwerrent=sd attacxs on lead and I hovne that the Zozrd will see
<he wisdom of contiiulng and even Increzsin sur zedlczl re-

In this connecticn, I would like to »oint out that
Dr. Aub's fund expires on July lst. He told me that frankly
ne haes heeitated in mekxing any further appeal to us in view
of the terribly depressed cstate of the lead industries for
the pest iwc years, an attitude which 1 told nim I thought
the Boerd would greatly appreciate.

Respectfully submitted,

D7 C ot

Secretary.
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The Treasurer's Report followe:

TREASURER'Z -ZZCAT

casn on Hand and In Zana, Jcenuonoy I, lill. 310,124,444
leceints

Mewitershin Contritutions, 1932 . 354.00

Yembership Contributiosns, 1833 213,221.50 $1:,775.350

Less 1535 Contributicns Previously Paid 124,00
312,151,530

Lezec Contrivuations Cutstaiding 3058.75
14,342,753
Interest £7.21
200k 3zles 12.00
Total Heceirtts $14,-31.¢
TO0TAL 387,04¢.4C

sisbursenents

Forniture o Fixtures $31.13
Salecries 5,30c.C0
ANt < Light 885,27
CIZice Zxpen:ze Mli:zcellanecus 30,23
Traveilng Zxnpences 515.:c3
Televonone x Telegraph 155.70
Books «= Subscriptions 123.C4
Priniing 2,450.3€
¥ailing 1,01:z.1¢
Illustretion €zZ.CC
Advarces 50.0C
Total Disburgenments 13,S€2.24
Ces> or Hend end in Bark, June 1, .£33 13,084.16

p=i- AR

. TCTAL $27,04€.40
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The ¥ztional Incdustrial Recovery Act wes fully gis-

cuscecd by the Board, with itis beeriag on {th: menif

21ld indus-

tries rsprecented in the Lead In ries Association after
wailecn 2 motion wes duly made, seconded and carried

THAT the Secretary ve reguested tc mzke an appoint-
ment with the official in Weshingtcn res-onsible for the ad-
ministrztion of the lationzl Industrial Rscover: Act so

$ o

=25 it related to the lead industries, for the purcose of dis-

cussing a program which the Lead Industries Association might

2ézsnt.

[a s DA 2 - - v - - - < L ) T

T..¢ 3ecrstary reeld a comurunicoticn Ioom o Ur. W. =,
- FarS [ R -~ £ Tl ~ sy = - Pad o~ ;m
Sascety, Clalrmern of Sub-Commlttee Lo, 1 of 2-2 of the A.Z.T7.L,

At =z rzcent meeting of Sub-Com.ittee No. 1
£ Coumittee B-2, American Society for Testing later-
ials, =zt wiich the specificaticn for Piz Lead wee under
cneider-tion, ths matter of SS.SE% purs lead was under
¢iscussicon and the chalrmen was instructed to write to
el

> e
inguire if tze demand for lead 2f this cuality
is suficient tc reguire its inclusion in the A.S.T.XM.
SpeciZication for Pig Lead.

"I+ wes the understanding at tois me:
severzl lead procducers were either nroduc ooy
aole T2 troduce, lead of the gquality =2bove mentioned
but thzt the Committee did not have sufficient informa-

o)

ting thet
oT were

tion to decide whether it was warranted in including
lead with a purity of 9€.S€, as one of trhe grades to be
incluced in the specification.

"The Sub-Committee desired to be informed in
regerd t0 this metter as soon &as possible."

The opinion was divided as to the wisdom of reconm-
rmeding a $5.9S0 pure lead specificaticn in the revision that

Sub-Comnittee No. 1 of B-2 was now making and without ob-

LIAQO10¢8



jection the Secretary was dirscted to write iUr. 3assett

ct

o the effect that the corcsensus of oninicn c¢f the Boe-d

Py

2 i = N YT A~ A - - o~ s -~ -~ -~
Directors of the Lead Incdusiries Asceocciztiosn was thsot
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=c the Le:rd Industries Ascoclation was corncsrned, did

20T warra:nt its inclusion in the ccniemplated revision

oZ the Fig Load Opecification.

The 3ecrotory omressnted a2 communicz<icsn from
r-ofessor Faeirhezll of Eerverd lLedicel School, zs noted
in the Zecressry'sz RAcrort, suasvesting thrt ceritoin re-

zzrcn On the uedlcal zspect: ¢f lesd Te crniucted at
ZE=TvaTC.
It was regalorly moved, fsconded =& carried
TEAT 4%o Tresesurer proceed %2 raoic: <o zuan of

37c00, suficient t¢ cefrzy Dr. Feirhclil's -Tcnosed ze-

cical ressezrch et Harvard, throuzn voluntary contribu-

tisnz commensurcote Tith the lesd oroducticn

(=

ot
e
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Precident.

2

Secretary.
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June 13, 1933.

TO MEMSERS OF THE LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION:
LEAD IN ?LULBING CODES

Fver since the first of the yezr the Lead Indus-
tries Associati-n hes been making anintensive drive to cro-
cure modification of plumbing codes in the thickly populated
areas along the Atlantic Seaboard, to strengthen the position
of le-d versus substitute materials. As you doubtless know,
there has been a disturbing trend away from lead for many years
which has militated against its widespread use in some parts
of the average home plumbing system and has, therefore, de-
creased the volume of lead pipe and sheet used in plumbing.

The Directors of the Lead Industries Association
felt that, unless some of the regulations at present unfavor-
zble to> lead were modified, it was illogiczl to expect any no-
ticeable increase in the demeand for lead plumbing supplies.
Accordingly, in an economical wey we have begun a modest but
concerted effort to improve the st=tus of leazd in plumbing
codes =nd, 1f our work meets with success, propose gradually
to expend our field. Formerly, we only endezvored to correct
situaticons where members may have reguested assistance as in
Washington and Buffalo.

In connection with our work in New Jersey, we have
aroused so much interest that, during the week of May 15th,
we were invited to be guests of the Master Plumbers Associa-
tion of the State of New Jersey, at their Annual Convention
in Atlantic City. On short notice we rrepared an exhibit em-
ohasizing some of the features of a plumbing code which we
recommend - such as lead under bathroom floors, service lines
and shower pans - and calling attention to the grave conse-
guence for the plumbing craft which had attended the trend
away from lead. We pointed out how the plumber had neglected
to cultivate skill in the use of lead - which only a plumber
can install properly - was encouraging incompetent craftsmen
toengage in plumbing. As a result of our work a speech was
delivered by one of the master plumbers, appealing to the con-
vention to return to lead. A copy of this address is attached.

The combined effect of our educational work plus the
exhibit which the master plumbers had a chance to see and the
interest in the subject aroused by the lead speech on the floor
of the convention, caused a resolution to be passed as follows:
the strongest endorsement in favor of lead I have ever seen by
any plumbing organization:

LI1AO0110
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WHEREAS through standardization and simplification
of connective devices in the plumbing field there hsas
been = constant tendency to introduce and use threzded -
connections and unions requiring little technic:zl abil-
ity beyond =2 strong arm and a3 wrench, thus lessening the

knowledge and mechaniczl reguirements for craftsmanship,
and

WEEREAS the use of such devices has encouraged the
employment »f chezper kinds of pipe and materials despite
the known fact of their relatively short life when com-
pared with lead which has been the plumbers' material
gince zncient days, to the detriment of the vrogerty owner
in the lack of trouble free permenence of plumbing pipes
and connections such as was his in the days of lead waste
and round wiped solder plumbers joints; now therefore be it

RESQOLVED by the New Jersey Stzate Master Plumbers Associa-
tion in Annual Meeting assembled at Atlantic City, (N.J.) this
£0th day -f May, 1833, that it is to the best interests of
the property -wner to have a plumbing system oroperly designed
and instzlled with fixed connecticns znd branch wastes and
vents ancd with water services and waster supplies of standard
lead waste or water »i:e of weights suitzble for the several
purposes, such pi.e to be installed by journeymen plumbers
skilled in the art of installing and connecting by means of
round wioed plumbers Jjoints; and to that end be it further

RFSOLVED that copies of this resolution be placed in
the hends of ever; member of this orgenization with recuest
that the purpose of it be brought to the attention of the
pro»oer authorities in their severazl jurisdictions, to the
end that tne use of lead rough work and water sucply be
increased zs raridly znd to as great an extent as may be
possible.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the incoming Executive
Committee znd zone committee advance this resolution at their
zone meetings.

The Secretzry of the convention was instructed to communi-
cete with the numerous local sections of mzster plumbers throughout
New Jersey, requesting them individually to help restore lead to its
rightful position in plumbing codes.

One result of this effort will be to facilitate our work
in the State of New Jersey immensely. Moreover, 1t breaks the ice,
so to speak, znd enables us to zpproach the nearby States of New York,
Pennsylvania, Connecticut and others with every prospect that we can
duplicate the result in New Jersey. Although we haven't sufficient
funds to pursue our work on a nation wide scale, we shall be very glad

to help any member who has a local situation to meet where lead is not
receiving adequate consideration.

Sincerely yours, =

j' Z. /Q/QL/W

L1ACO111
Secretary.



Gentlemen: - It affords me great pleasure to be granted this
valuable opportunity to speak to you briefly upon the subject
of ways and means to strengthen and secure our position in the
plumting field.

I appreciate the fact that our trade has greatly
benefitted iIn recent years by the cooperation of manufacturers
in tre improvement of fixtures, 1I also realize that their in-
terest in the plumber and in educating him in the art of esti-
mating and salesmanship has been of material help to us. How-
ever, I feel that we, the members of our various assoclations,
individually and collectively, have to our own detriment al-
lowed much of the art and craft to drop right out of our trade,
affecting our business and profits by encouraging unskilled
competition. This we have done simply by standing by while
our materials have been standardized and simplified to such
an extent that the services of the skilled craftsman may be
ani often are entirely dispensed with.

Had this condition been accompanied by a corres-
ponding improvement In the quality of plumbing installations
we could find no fault, for our first consideration should
be for the people we serve, But in many instances it has-
lead to less sanitary and less permanent installations, and
to work done by incompetent handy men.

This deplorable state of affairs must not be per-
mitted to continue and we must look .to our associations for
support and concerted effort in overcoming these conditions.
One way to relieve the situation materially would be by the
more extensive use of lead for the roughing in and for water
services where possible. This can be accomplished by only
slight revisions to plumbing codes in most cases, and some
of our far sighted members have already accomplished much
in this respect in their own towns. Such revisions not only
restore to the plumber his art and protect his business, but
improve certain parts of the plumbing system now permitted
to be made entirely in galvanized iron pipe.

I wish to emphasize that the standardization of
plumbing materials is highly commendable so long as it
leads to improved plumbing and guarantees satisfactory
workmanship. But I wish to conclude my talk to you, fellow
members, with an earnest appeal for organized action in this
direction, so that we may, in the very near future, be pre-
pared to recover that very lucrative and desirable part of
a work which is essentially ours.

N 587.02
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

School of Public Health

55 Van Dyke Street
Boston, Mass.

April 20, 1933.

“r. F.,E. ¥Wormser, Secretary
Lead Industries Association
New York.

Pear Mr. Wormser:

The following memorandum covers the chief points with
regzrd to ocur racent conversation with reference to a rigid in-
quiry into the analytical determination of minute amsunts of lead
and the extent of the actual occurrence of lead in food and in
humzn beings zs 2 normal constituent.

Owing probzbly more than anything else to the very
exact scientific study initlated and sustzined by Dr. Aub in
this field and to the interesting facets which he has estab-
lished with respect to the behavior of lead in the orgznism,
many -ther investigators have been attracted to the subject
eand some have sought to exploit it with papers and lectures
which partzke of senszticnalism. ‘hile convincingly presented
this material has frequently been unhampered by precise analy-
tical work.

As one instance I refer to the cuestion of "normal
lead", If every man, woman znd child is ingesting znd contsins
the quantities of lead which one investigator says (in a series
of pavers to be vublished within the next few months) people
will become M"lead conscious™ to an unfavorable degree. This is
particularly unfortunate in vies of the findings >f Russel, Cone
2nd Harwood of McGill University to be presented in Washington
next month. These investigators have established - by mezns of
carefully controlled zand precise chemiczl investigations - a
relation between lead znd multiple sclerosis.

1

In the development of the chromate method of lead
analysis we sought a method that would be at once simple and
exact for the determination of lead in amounts of cliniczl im-
portznce and which furthermore would nct require expensive
apparatus, so that it could be used in the average cliniczal
laborztory.

I now feel (1) that virious other methods which have
been r2ported must b~ rigorously investigated by the most re-
fined chemical and physical means in order to establish their
limitations and their exactness beyond all guestion, (2) that

LIACOLL3
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Mr. Wormser: -24

the exzct degree to which lead is a2 constituent of food
should be known, and (3) that we sh-uld definitely know
the extent t: which lead 1s normally found in the body.

This investigation would reguire fully a year.
I wruld wznt as an associate a chemist of Ph.D. grade
trsined in atomic weight work. The expense would be ap-
oroximately as follows:

Szlary of chemist for one year %2500
Hilger cuartz spectrograph £800
Field worx, apparatus, special service 2500

For my part I would stop all other investigative

work so as to give my entire attention to these problems,
anc there would be of course the faciiities znd supplies
of ~ur laborztories.

Yours sincerely,

Signed: Lawrence T. Fairhall
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