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IU's Sunday merning, time for a little quiz.
What do the fullowing people have in com-
© mon?

| Patient i€

gy

. @ Your uncle wha was a shipbuilder dur-
Ing World War 11,

{
- @ Your aunt who washed hus clothes.
: @ Your sister who visited them on week-

© Your {ather who worked, even if only
for one day lang age. 1 an wnsulation factory.

. ® Your brother who grinds and fits his
own brake linings.

@ Your chuld whe goes to schoal in an old
buic.ng where the insulatien is flakung off.

@ You, just for bewng around the rest of

—— - et
“white lung'—or cancer of the lungs, rectum,

colon or starnach, .
Asbestos is the key ingredient hére. Ay-

PR

Well, federal officials say they nl® share a
risk much higher than the average person of
develaping exther asbestosis—also known as

Giveup?

‘ thoritics are convinced that it can be danger-
ous—can even kill,

Federal officials this year cstimatod that .
23 many as 5.5 mullion workers could die from
cancer or other disease as a direct resull of
- thewr exposure Lo ashestos. )

And 1t's 3 crudl and unusual killer, they
charge, because the' disease docsn't even
610w up unul anywhere from 15 to 0 years . -,
after exposure. A person could breathe asbes.
tos fibers and decades later develap a tumor

. or a lung ailmeant.

It can happen, scientists say. It's happea-
ing now. to hundreds of thousands of Ameri- .
caps. .

Although there is unammity in the belief
. that expasure to asbesios can contndyte to :
the later development of cancer and 2sdes- )
. tesis, some seimtists and industry olficials ’

disagres with the alarmung govermment sta-

e See ASBESTOS an Page 11

Yvr Asbesios Resirictions Too Late for Man

Cootisued Frowm Page 1A
tistics.

There are too many factors in the
development of a cancer ta singfe out
asbestos s the prumary cause, they
say.

Covernment and industry officlals
believe they have miost of the pradlem
urder control—{or the future. Asocse
tos s o longer being widely used as an
tradetor, and most of s current ap-
prcstiens are considerad safe because
the fibzrs zre etfestively sealed and
€aa't escape. float around and end up
n your luuigs,

But thers are fears that prodlems

* will eron up from its pas: use. AGlhons
of prople wiio were expased (o the fi-
bers before thesr danger was widely
knawn are only now entering the criu-

2 Perwd when the illness 1s most ke
~develop. .
« thousands of huildings that do

have asbestos insulatrun—constructed
Back when i wis considered sale and
_Prazucil—a, ¢ now starting to Crre i
fote. Thoy particles of  asbeatos,
flakied awav {rom thw bullding's msu-
lation < 125 gdhesine corrodus, are
Lty 1nlo the atmivsphiere and into

the lungs of workers, shoppars and
schooichidren, —

Asbestos 1t described by the Nation-
al Safety Councu as a “hydrated mag-
nesiumt sdicate tn fibrous form.”
Among toxic substances it is classifiad
as 8 ‘“‘pneumcnoconiosis-producing
dust.”™

That means the tiny asbestos fibers
lodge tn the lungs and remain there
lorever, grinding away at e lung tis.
sue, They can scar the lurgs, causing
asoestosis, or thay ¢an increase the
bady's suscepubtlity to cancer. Re-
cendy 1thas been shown that the fibers
also can lodge 1n the stomach or intes-
tnes, or paas throuph the bloodstream
and lodye in the body's tnner himing.

In cach case, asbestos is a stubborn
mecuace, refusing tu deteriorate or
pass away and signficantly increasing
the rizk of cance~, acenrding ta sever-
Al research studies.

‘The National Institute of Occupa-
tonal Sufrty and Health (NIOSH) says
there 13 “conclusive evidence that ax-
pasure o a:beatos fibers causes can-
cur and asbestosis in man.”

NIOsH, an agency within the De-
partment of Henlth, Fuueaten and
Wejfare that does resrarch an work.
refated fssues of safuty and health,

also concluded that thers is po such
thing as a “safe™ level of asbestos fi-
bers.

The Asbestos Warkers Union, head.
quartered in Washington, hzs long
been aware of what 1t considers to be
the dangers of asbustos. They charge
that the asbestos industry alzo knew of

the dangers a3 long as 50 ycars ago.,

and covered them up until conclusive

medical research was relcased tn 1964,

The union now 1s scekws national
legisiation banning asbestes. charging
that saler alternatives are readdy
available. The unton alse is battding to
force the asbestos ingustry to ad
workers who have been stricken by
cancer or asbestosis.

Hundreds of lawsuits have been filed
by former asbestos workers, now

stricken. who seek compensation of

aid 1 paywng therr medical bulls. At
least one class-action switis asking the
court to {arce an asbestus company to
relinquish every cent of profit it has
ever made on ashestos.

For thetr part, industry wiliclals say
they were awarc of some evidence of
hcalth risks over the decades--but na
conclusive medical evidencr  was
oavailsbie, Now that the cvidence has
surfaced, alternative {ormis of trauwa-

tion are being produced. The asbestos
being produced and sold today 13 well
within federal regulations, they say,
safely prevented from escaping into
the aimosphere by a layer of sealaat.

While asbestos has not been out-
lawed, a number of regulatzons now
goveran its use.

The Environmental Protectlon
Agsncy has rules specifying what pre-
cautons must be taken when an old
bullding ceataining asbestos Insula- [
tion is torn down—to prevent the wind .
from carrying the deadly fibers into
the lungs of passersby. 1

Also, the EFA has ruled that thelev- |
¢l of asbestos in censtruction materd- |
als must be lower than | percent. |
The Food and Drug Adminustration

i
'

|

doesn't want_{o see asbestos showing
&p in {ood.

* The Consumer Product Salety
Commussion has banned 3t least twe
products that contained asbesios—a
filer used to repair cracks and chips
in plaster or dry wall and asbestos-
treated (ireplace logs.

Manday InThe Star: A Lrief histaryof |
when und v.here ashesias has been
used. when the flrst sipue of health
hazards appeared and what the inter-
vening years af research have showa,
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