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AMonsanto Alters Production
Of Toxic Chemical Element

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Monsants Co. apparently
has succseded in removing detectable levels qf a
toxic subsiance in its production of a chemical

which was s»illad in a train derailment near Stur-
gesn, Mo., in January.

Company spekesman Kobert Isham said

changes were made in the process fo:t manu.‘ap-
turing orthochiorophene], the chemical involved in
the spill, and that iritial tests showed no meazur-
able amounts of the highly toxic impurily tet-
racnlorodibenze-para-dioxin (TCDD). _

Isham said very lew levels, .037 parts per mil-
lion, of TCDD were found in the 20,000 gallons of
pritncholorcphenol which were spilied near Stur-
geon, prompling concern for the hea!_th of persons
who came into centact with the chemical.

“We ure continving our evaluation of the
process,” Isham said.

Izliam descriced TCDD as “one of the mnost
ity toxic poisons’ and s2id i covrrs as an__i:n-
©purity in orthochelerephanol, an intermediale
chzmical vsed in monufeciuring procecses, esce-
cially in the produocticn of wood preservative
chcmicals.

Tie chemical spill was caused when a Norfolk

& Vrestern Raiiway train deratled. ) !
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removed from chemical

ST. LOUIS /AP — Alonsanto Co._ apparently has '
succeeded in removing ceiectzble levels of a toxic
sehstance in its preductisn of a chemical whicp was
spilied in a train derailmert near Sturgeon in J anuary.

Company spokesman Robert [sham said changes were
made in the process [or manpufacivring
orihochlorophenol, the chemical invoived in the spiil. and
that initial tests showed no measurable amounts of the
highly toxic impurity tetrachloredibenzo-para-cioxin
(TCDD}. .

" Isham said very low Jevels, .037 parts per million, of
TCDD were found in the 20,000 gallons of
orthocholoropheno] which were spilled near Sturzeon,
prompling ccuicern for the kealth of persons who came
into contacl with the chemical. .

“We are continung our evaiuation of the process,” .

Tsham said.

Farm family suas
i

tor chemical spii
COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — A fum
family has filed a $7.65 million
dumage suit against 2 rziircad and
three other firms, claiming a winter
railraad derailment and chem:ical
spill damaged their land and ¢2us~d
them “grest bodiiy harm. the ex-ent
ef which is still rat known.'
Villiam Kemmer, his wife, Linda,
ard his mother, Frances, filod tre
suit in Boone County Circust Court
Tuesday, naming Nodolk & Westom
iatlresd, Dresser Indesines,
GATX. Corp. and the M -<anto
(herical Co, 2z defendants. Anout
L farsens were evacuate’ [rem
tiar homes when the NAW irom
decatiod Jan. 10, snilling 29009
Fulizs of chiorophenvt. a tanie chom-
el wmd traces of mion, » fi:faly tox-




