Attechmant B.

1Le o

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
of .
LEAD-BASED PAINT POISONING PREVENTION ACT

(Public Low 71-695)

Eorly in the 9138 Congress (March, 1969), Rep. Willlom F, Ryan (D=N.Y.) introduced the first bill
to pravide Fedaral Financial assistence to Stetes and thelr subdivisions for projects invelving the
detectlon ond tractment of lead polioning In childran end for the rehabilitetion of areas found te

be serlously contaminaled by eld leod~bmed paints. Subsequently, epproximately 50 members of
both the House and Senate demonitrated o recognition of this serious problem ond strang bi-pertiten
support by introducing similor legisiative propossls or joining as sponsor thereof. One of these bills
(S. 394]) == introduced by Senator Richard S. Schwalkar (R = Pa.) -- contained o provision making
it unlewful “for any parson lo apply or otherwise uss, ofter the effactive data of the Act, ony

point with an excass of 1 par cantum lond pigments or leed additives en the interior of eny dwelling...”

The first public hearings on this legisiation were not held until July 30, 1970 when the Housing
Subcommittes of the Howse Banking end Currency Committes haard witnasses testify on H.R. 17260,
the bill introducad by Rep. William A. Barrett (D = Pa.), Chaleman of the Housing Subecommities.
NPVLA submitted @ wrilten stotement in order te present additiorol fects relevent to the Sub=
committes's review of the bill and 1o ettampt te clarify ssrtain srroneeus metters end possidle mis-
concsptions on the subject which developed during examination of witnesses at the haarings.

Notwithstanding the testimony of medical witressas at the hearing: erd the detailed information
provided by NPVLA to emphasize that the lesd poisoning of childran was being coused by ingestion
of flgkss or chips of old lead=based paint from the walls end cellings of poor|y=mointained pre=~
World War 1] dwellings, the House Committes reported out @ bill (H.R. 19172) on September 14, 1970
which contained a new provision prohibiting "the use of lead<besed paint in all future Federal
construction and rehabilitation ..... of any bullding or structure with Federa! assistonce in any
form. "

At thia time, NPVLA rapresentctives mat with Rep. Barratt ond pointed out that his modified bill

would deny the proper vses of leed-besed paints in industriel areas where its ruat=inhibiting quelities
ware of greot importence and whers no possible hazard to children now or In the future would exist,
Rep. Barre?t casured thet his Commites did not Intend to extand the coveroge of his bill to that axtant.
However, the bill passad the House without further amendment on October 5, 1970, and was referred
to the Senste Committes on Labor and Public Welfare.

With this development, NPVLA oddressed ¢ letter 10 the Cheirmen of the Senate Committee and re-
quested permission ta testlfy "in suppert of emendments deamed vital ta make the bill on effective
low responsive to the public reed.™ The issue become Further clouded by politias obout this time,
and ¢ grevition in the Sanate “Omnibun Housing Bill” ($. 4348) -~ Iimiting the restrictions on use
of lead-based peint, as defined, to the interior of dweliings subject te the Act -~ wes not egread to
by conferees from the Houss and Senate Banking and Currency Committess. As finclly approved by
the Congrem, the “Omnibus Housing B11" (Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970) contained
no pravisions relating te the wse of lend-basad paint.
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