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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
of

LEAD-BASED PAINT POISONING PREVENTION ACT 

(Public Low 91-495)

Early In tho 9ht Congress (March, 1969), Roy. William F. Ryan (O-N.Y.) introduced tha first bill 
fa provide Federal financial ouatonct to Slates and their subdivisions for project* involving tho 
dotoctlon and treatment of lead pollening In children and far the rehabilitation of area* found to 
bo forloutly contaminated by old lead-band paint*. Subsequently, approximately 50 member* of 
both the Houw and Senate demonstrated a recognition of thi* tariowt problem and itrong bi-part iten 
support by introducing similar legit lot ive proposal* or joining a* sponsor rhoroof. Orta of thaso bill*
(S. 3941) — introduced by Senator Richard S. Schwa liter (R » he.) — contained a previilon making 
it unlawful "for any parson to apply or otherwise use, after the affective data of the Act, any 
paint with an excess of I par centum lead pigments or load additives on the interior of any dwelling...

The first public hearings on this legislation war* not hald until Ally 30, 1970 when the Housing 
Subcommittae of the House Banking and Currency Committee heard witness** testify an H.R. 17360, 
tho bill introduced by Rap. William A. Barrett (D - Pa.), Chairman of the Housing Subcommittae. 
NPVIA submitted a written statement in ardor to present additional facts relevant to the Sub­
committee's review of the bill end to attempt te clarify aartain erroneous marten and possible mis­
conceptions en the subject which developed during examination of witness** et tho hearing*.

Notwithstanding the testimony of medical witnesses at tho hearing* end the detailed informal ion 
provided by NPVLA to emphasize that the load poisoning of children was being causod by ingestion 
of flake* or chip* of old lead-based paint from the walls and celling* of poorly-maintained pa- 
World War tl dwellings, tho House Committee reported out a bill (H.R. 19172) on September 14, 1970 
which contained a new provision prohibiting "the u*a of lead-based paint in all future Federal
construction and rehabilitation........ of any building or structure with Federal assistance in any
form.“

At this time, NPVLA representatives mat with Rap. Barrett and pointed out that hi* modified bill 
would deny the proper uses of lood-bcied painti In Industrial areas where its rust-inhibiting qualities 
war* of greet importance and where no possible hazard to children new or In the future would exist. 
Rep. Barrett asured that his Committee did not Intend to extend the coverage of his bill re that extant. 
However, the bill passed the House without further amendment an October 5, 1970, and was referred 
ta tho Senate Committee on Labor and Arblie Welfare.

With fhb development, NPVIA addressed a latter to tho Chairmen of the Senate Committee and re­
quested permission ta testify "in support of amendments deemed vital ta mako the bill an effective 
law responsive to the public need." The Issue become further clouded by politics about this time, 
and a provision In the Senef* “Omnibus Homing Bill" (S. 436B) — limiting tho restrictions on use 
of load-based paint, as defined, ta the interior of dwalllngs subject to the Act — was not agreed ta 
by conferees from the House and Senate tanking and Currency Committees. As finally approved by 
th* Congress, the "Omnibus Housing Bill" (Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970) contained 
no provisions rotating to the use of lead-bawd point.
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