Current Intelligence

To make an early deterrninatior; of Angiosarcoma Of the Liver

the distnbuton and extent of primary
liver cancer, and more specifically, . . . .
v angiosarcoma of the liver among In V'nY| Chlorlde/ POlYVl nY|
workers exposed to vinyl chloride, the
National Institute for Occupational .
. Safety and Health (NIOSH), Center for Chl d W k
Disease Control, has requested members O rl e O r ers
of the medical community in the United
States and abroad t ort inf ti
ales a roac fo report inormation Table 1. — Reported Cases of Liver Angiosarcoma in Workars Exposed to

on known or suspected cases. - . ,
Yinyl Chi Pol Chicride,
As shown in the table, 26 cases have ol Chloride or Polyvinyl Chieride

been reported to date from six countnes,
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States. Although cases have been ob- Coumtry Mo Date  Exposurs Sweoma 01 w01 Exp.  Demth .
served from four distinct work areas, the YC Monomer Production Workers -

majority (81%) were formerly employed
as reactor cleaners at plants where vinyl
chloride was transformed into polyvinyl
rhloride  Fnogmaan ranfirmad racoc ~f Crechasiovahia A1 AWAITING DFTANG

angiosarcoma of the iiver have been wlireavtema W AvmiTing wOiAILe
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reported from four polymerization plants Norway 0 122315 04050 122071 % 22 2 0%
in the United States. While an exact Sweden 01- 062327 081451 020070 43 19 18 102070
1 estimate of the risk for polymerization Unied States 01" 101723 120948 030373 49 22 6 030N
workers must await completion of g"': ::::: 0032: ::;::: ::;:f: 03 ?g;g :5 u 13 0
) ) it .25. 28 1213 B 8 8 1219.73
?Ilow up, it fns already appafenl that the United States 04 011524 070552 081967 43 15 15 010768
Isease rate for this group is extremely Unted States 05 012512 %1044 04096 52 20 T
high. The total work force currently em- United States 06 000029 OL1752 020074 45 12 12 ALVE
about 5.000. No ad i United States 08 050620 100746 080061 4I 15 15 03941
vb_ °"' ?‘OIO , d° equate datla °"l P °; United States W 000031 052845 (30IM 43 29 7 AUV
inyl chlorde exposure leveis o Umted States 10 081613 061251 050068 S5 17 17 05108
polymerization workers 15 available, but United States 11* 052709 101446 030070 6] 73 2 031670
it is thought that past exposures may Umted States 12 111718 091349 030289 S0 20 15 050269
have frequently exceeded the TLV of United States 1 120121 031944 050074 53 30 0 0707
. 500 opm United Statey 16 110427 050850 000069 41 i}) 4 08
. ppm. o W. Germany 0l 072631 161457 000071 40 " uo2un
For the polymerization workers the W Gemany 02 060430 100157 00006 ¥ N 1 012569
median age at diagnosis of angiosar- Compousdorn, Fabrcators, £fe
) coma of the liver is 45 years with a range Gramt Bt 0 090814 000046 020070 55 no 120070 1
. fr . in. f ritmn g : - H -10 Note
om 36 1o 71 years, and the median in Uniteg States 1 000013 081838 060073 60 36 00  O7037) Note 24 5
terval from first exposure to diagnosis is Umted States 15 000025 000000 070072 47 00 W 021573 Nate 3
20 years with a range from 11 to 30 Other ¥C Expasurs
years. Too few cases have been reported -
from the other work areas to provide W Gormany R 1 % 000000 Note 4
stable e'-"“"_"ates of age and latency. Note 1 Pouring PVC o misture onto horic bises
Persons interested in obtaining further Wote 2 Machine operstor covering shectnesl wire with PYC plaste insuistion
information should contact ). William Note 3 Accountant ot several tabricstion plants (work Mistory ynder review)
tloyd, $c.D., Director, i _ Mote 4 Losding pesticade cans with VC propellant
coyat al Health S O, ‘l‘ce of Ocd Note 5 Diagnosis: Sarcoma (possibly “sngiosarcoma’ ), hver. Possibeliiy of penevshzed neoplasm of the retreuivendothehial celf
ll.lp IOT\ ea UI'VE|. ance an System cannot be reied out.
Biometrics, NIOSH, 5600 Fishers Lane,
Room 3-32, Park Building, Rockville, MD * tndicatet mucroscomcally cmfirmed enposarcoma of the liver, )
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