15&3' 10; 1938

Hr, Lesater B. Hoberts
Casilla #de Correo o, 1704
Tuenos Alres, Argentina

Dear Hr, Ro‘m;rts e

I have your laebttor of April
21st concerning the difficultics arising from the
exaninations carrlied out by Dr, Hernandez 4n the San
Antonio plang of ¥eost India 011 Compeny in Chile,

Since the recelpt of your letter, I have had a lebtter
from Dre Denno vwho 1s the Genersl: Hedical Director of

the Standard U1l Company and who, as such, is “egpoisible
for the meﬁiual direction of the affaira of West Indla
011 Companye. Drs Denno inguired about this situaiton

in as much sg the ryepori mede to him merely indieated
that two of fhelr workmen had beon found showing signs

of lead polsonings Dr. Deanc pssumed that theas two -
men were engaged in handling concentrated Fluid and aslted
1T 1 had rec@iveé any reports conceruning them, HMHe also
gssumed that the examluntions had been made by our cone
sultant, Un the basis of your informaticn, I wmas able

to inform him atout the situstivn and T have no fdoubt

he will get 1n touch with Dr, Hernandes,

teanvhile I think you have
anawered yonr own problem by supplylng Ur. Hernandesz
with publlished informatlon on the subject of leaded
gesoline and 1ts potential hagaris, There is nothing
further for us to do0 at the moment, I belleve, and I
shall not write to I, Eermendez unless I am specifically
requested to do so by Dre Denno,

You are:guite right in your
belief that m&cro&conia changes in the blood 4o not provide
an adequate basis in the dlagwosis of lead abtsorption,
Hieroscoplc blood changes are not specifis but mﬂy arlase
from a variety of other conditions of the Dioude You are
8lso right in suggesting that the danger of lead ahasorptlon
1s guite considerable among men who work in cuarters iun vhiech
unventilated contalnera of molten solder are used, Consideradle
quentities of vaporized lead, vhich is promptly oxidiszed, are
glven off from molten solﬁer potss It 1s standard practice
to carry these vapors away by mesns of g well ventilated hood
over these pota. Largo-scale solder opsrationa provide cone
siderable oppurtunity for lead exposure end one flinds in
practice that carefully designed an? operated ventilating
equ’'pment is necesssry to prevont lead.poﬁsoning among men



engeged in such worlk,

I do not think 1t is wlge for

us to intrude into other plant activitles of dlstributing
companies except in so far as thelr lead hagards may glve
rise to confusion as to the socurces of the lead expozure

of men who are also engaged in handling leaded gasocline, or
mixing Ethyl Fluld, I&:1s for this resson that I have taken
care to say in my inatructiona to ocur phys'clans, that they
should be careful to exclude from our type of work men who
are engaged in other types of lead expusure., Cbviously
where the opportunity presents itself to advance the cause

of industrial hyglene, I should expect our medlcal consul tants
to take such actiun as may not get them into 4ifflculties in
relation to thelr specific responaibilities to use Only to
this extent do I think Dr, Coke might be justified in looking
lnto thls matter.

: | I have cabled you concerning the
appointment of a physiclan in Saopaulo, and having received
your reply, I sssume the matter is at a dead end for the
monent, I think your lnvestigations, as regorted in your
latters of April 21st and 26th, are quite 1u line with my
own point of view as to proper procedure. I recognize fully
that you may receive bad information and, theraforse, you may
be unsguccessf=l &n your choles of a physiclan, IHowmever I
think you proceed along the 1line which we discusszed when wue
last tallted over this matter, =snd I believe thils means glves
you the best opportunity for sucecess,

Vary iraly yours,

RAK:1s . Hobert A, Lohoe, L.Da

co Er. Champiln
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