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since m an ag e m en ts  a v e ia g c s  u n ­
usual ly  high, bu t )1 m ay  be well to j 
rem ind  ourse lves  from  t im e  to t im e  i 
th a t  the in te res ts  of all in surance  j 
com pan ies  d em an d  the  p re se rv a t io n  
of these  high s t a n d a rd s .” Hay 1). 
M ur phy ,  chairman of  the board.  
Equ i tab le  Li f e  Assurance  Society.

No g re a te r  se c u r i ty  . . . “T h e re  is j 
an altei native a p p io a e h  to overeom - I 
ing th e  com plex it ies  of m o d ern  life, 
and  th a t  is to ln c iea se  flic p re d i c ta ­
bil ity or th e  p re d e te rm in a t io n  of the  
ind ividual.  T h ere  a re  tew  jobs in 
m o d ern  society w h e re  so much 
‘po w er  to decide ' re s ts  w ith  th e  in ­
d iv idua l,  as in the  ease of the  life 
u n d e rw r i te r .  This ind iv idual can set 
his ow n  goals, Ins o w n  pace, ac tua lly  
decide  his own incom e an d  r e t i r e ­
m en t  p lans  . . . or. indeed, w h e th e r  
to r e t i r e  at all. Such high p red ic ta ­
bility o v e r  his ow n  des t in y  is w h a t  
gives th e  life u n d e r w r i t e r  ‘secur ity  
w ith  f reed o m “ ’ S. O. Hale.  Mutual  
of  N e w  Yo rk .

Age of ch ange  . . . “N oth ing  will kill 
y o u r  b u siness  like b e l te r  m ethods  in 
the  h an d s  of a com petito r .  T oday  it 
is both  s m a l l  and  fash ionab le  to 
change. Even the t r ad i t io n a l  family 
s tab il i ty  is being a f lee ted  as one 
ou t  o f  e v e ry  five peop le  m ove  a n ­
nually  from  one p lace  to ano ther .  
M ajor ch an g es  have ta k e n  p lace d u r ­
ing the  past  few y ea rs  in th e  te c h ­
n iques used to .sell and  se rv ice  life 
insu rance .  The ear ly  do-i t -y o u rse lf  
ag en t  is now becom ing  a sk i lled  
specialist w ith  e la b o ra te  sc ien t i f i ­
cally p r e p a r e d  .sales a ids  More and 
m ere  w e are  e m p h as iz in g  living 
insurance . W e have s lopped  guess ing 
and  s ta r ted  testing This  is a d ay  of 
research ."  L. 1, Hnecher,  e . recuhre  
nice p re s ide n t . Home  S ia t c  Li f e  j
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egg twins. ¡!(i%.. . A s th m a .  G ene tic
situa t ion  is contused. . . i i isk  for 
child (one  p a ren t  a s th m a t ic )  13 p e r  
cen t ot developing a s th m a ,  7 p e r  
cent of developing h ay  fever  . . 
M en ta l  deficiency. In c id en ce  1 in 
200 to 1 in 100 . . . em p ir ica l  ra te s  
for siblings of m en ta l  d e fec t iv es  a re  
ap p ro x im a te ly ,  up  to 90 pe r  c en t  
w hen  bo th  p aren ts  a re  defec t ive ,  40 
per  cen t w h en  one p a r e n t  is defec-

Meclical
Prognosis of the Suicidal Patient "

To d e te rm ine  the  fac tors  in f lu e n c ­
ing the  prognosis of th e  se r io u s ly  
suicidal patient,  an ana ly s is  of th e  
case h is to n e s  of 50 such p a t i e n t s  
t r e a te d  a t  th e  N ew  Y ork  H o sp i ta l— 
W estchester  Division w as  u n d e r ­
taken. In  all cases, th e r e  w a s  no  
d o u b t  of the  in tensity  of th e  su ic idal 
drive. Of the  50 p a t ien ts  inc luded ,  
35% w ere  in the m an ic -d ep re ss iv e  
ca tegory; 25% w e re  p sy ch o n eu ro t ic ;  
22% w ere  schizophrenic ; 10% had  
involutional phyehoses, and  th e  r e ­
m a in d er  h ad  e ither  a psychosis  w i th  
psychopath ic  p ersona l i ty  or p sy c h o ­
pa th ic  p ersona l i ty  w i th o u t  psychosis. 
A p p ro x im a te ly  G0%, w e re  co n s id e red  
psychotic on admission.

A charac te r is t ic  r e a c t iv a t io n  of 
suicidal tendenc ies  w as found  in 90% 
of all patients .  This o ccu r red  w h en  
the p a t ien t  was m a rk e d ly  im p ro v ed  
and  came in to  co n tac t  once  m o re  
with the env iro n m en t  in w hich  th e  
illness began. The suicidal d r iv e  had, 
therefore ,  not com plete ly  subs ided ,  
even w hen  th e  pa t ien t  w as re la t iv e ly  
free from  tension and w as cons id e red  
convalescent.  Suicidal ges tures ,  in ­
c luding successful a t tem p ts ,  took 
place in the  m ajo ri ty  ol re ac t iv a -

+L. INI. Moss Fionuosis of the* SuickIaI 
Pal lent New Yoik Academy of Med. Sect 
of Newiol and Psvchi.il .nul Now Y«>i k s  
Ncuiol. Society Joint Meeting which was f 
held on May 10, 1055 V

live . . . P a t e n t  duc tu s  a r te r iosus  
Risk (or s ib lings  ab o u t  3 pe r  cent of 
h a v in g  som e co n g en i ta l  h e a r t  defect 
. . . P sor iasis .  E m p ir ica l  r i sk  fm 
s ib l ings  of a f f e c te d -p a re n ts  norm al.  
2 to 7 p e r  c en t ;  one p a re n t  affected, 
9 to 20 per  cen t.  Risk for ch i ld ien  
of a ffec ted  p a re n t s  15 p e r  cent " 

T h e se  e x a m p le s  m a y  su f f ice  to 
d isp lay  the  e x t e n t  an d  th e  s ign if i ­
cance  of the  co n ten ts  of th is  book.

Digest
(ions. M a n a g e m e n t  of th is  p h a se  is 
th e  m ost c ru c ia l  aspec t of th e r a p y  
and  th e  chief p rognos tic  fac to r  for 
th e  p re s e n t  illness. R eco v e ry  re ­
q u i r e d  a m a jo r  ch ange  in th e  life 
s i tu a t io n .  O nly  th r e e  r eco v e red  eases 
r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  sam e  en v i ro n m e n t  
in w h ich  th e  il lness a rose  w i th o u t  
fu n d a m e n ta l  c h an g es  in m a r i t a l  r e ­
la t io n sh ip s ,  e m p lo y m en t ,  or psycho- 
sex u a l  o r ien ta t io n .  T he  fo l lo w -u p  
per io d  av e ra g e d  s ix  and  o n e -h a l f  
y e a r s  for reco v ered  cases and  4 y e a r s  
for all eases. A t  the  t im e  of th e  las t 
fo l lo w -u p  50%. w e re  r eco v e red  an d  
20%. m uch  im proved .  11 p a t i e n ts  
d ied  by suicide. Of these, 7 w e re  r e ­
m o v ed  from th e  hospita l ag a in s t  a d ­
vice. T h ese  d e a th s  o ccu rred  w i th in  
2 to 4 m o n th s  a f t e r  rem o v a l  from  th e  
hosp i ta l .  F o u r  p a t ie n ts  re m a in e d  p e r ­
m a n e n t ly  hosp i ta l ized , Of th e  37 
p a t i e n ts  co n s id e red  re co v e red  or 
m u ch  im proved ,  3 had  a r e c u r r e n c e  
of th e  su icidal ten d en c ie s  a n d  (i h a d  
s u b s e q u e n t  p sy ch ia t r ic  d iso rd e rs .

C a rc in o m a  of th e  L ung '1
C an ce r  of the lung m ay  be  d u e  

to occupat ional inhala tion  n o x a :  
r a d iu m  e m a n a t io n  in associa tion  
w ith  a rsen ic  co n ta in in g  rock  dust ,  
g e n e ra to r  gases, asbes tos  d u s t  (m a g -  
/
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ts c h e  meet W c h n scU v  , KV\ 7t8 . M .iy  0.
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ni'sium s i l ic a te ) ,  c h ro m a te  dust ,  
nickel dust .  In  B er l in ,  these  causes 
of lung  c a n c e r  p lay  no role. T he  
au thor  a n a ly z ed  th e  m a te r ia l  of 30 
hospital d e p a r tm e n t s  in West B erlin :  
415 m en an d  33 w o m en  w ith  b r o n ­
chial c a n c e r  a n d  a con tro l  g ro u p  of 
381 m en an d  131 w o m e n  (s tu d y  b y  
q u es t io n n a i re ) .  O nly  e s tab lished  
cases of lu n g  c a n c e r  w e re  inc luded .  
T here  w as on ly  a s l igh t p re d o m i­
nance of th e  r igh t  lung, w ith  208 m en  
and 17 w o m en ,  as co m p ared  to  H)5 
men a n d  10 w o m en  w ith  in v o lv e ­
ment of th e  le f t  lung .  T h e  q u e s t io n ­
naire  r e g a r d s  tobacco  co n su m p tio n  
ex ten d e d  o v e r  a 20-year period. Non- 
sm ok ers  c o m p r is e d  1.2% of th e  m a le  
cancer  g ro u p  an d  5.8% of th e  m a le  
contro l  g ro u p .  A  consum ption  o f  1 
to 4 c ig a re t te s  w e re  re p o r te d  by 3.1% 
of the  c a n c e r  g ro u p  an d  7.3% in th e  
contro l g ro u p .  5 to  0 c ig a re t te s  in 
15.7 an d  26.0%, re sp ec t iv e ly ;  10 to 
1!) c ig a re t te s  in 45.8% and  43.0%, 
re sp ec t iv e ly ;  20 or m o re  c ig a re t te s  
in 34.2 an d  17.9% respec tive ly .  T he  
d if fe ren ces  a re  s ta tis t ica lly  s ig n if i ­
c an t  a t  th e  lev e l  of 3.5 t im es  an d  5 
l imes the  m e a n  e r ro r  for the g ro u p  
of n o n sm o k e rs  a n d  heavy  sm okers ,  
respec t ive ly .  In  th e  fem ale  cancel- 
group, th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  w ere :  51.5, 
3.0, 30.4, 0.1 an d  3 0 for the  5 g ro u p s  
of s m o k in g  in tens i ty ,  respec t ive ly ,  
and  in th e  co n tro l  g ro u p  70.3, 16.0, 
9.9, 3.8 a n d  0.0, respec tive ly .  W h en  
th e  r isk  o f  a n o n sm o k e r  to  dev e lo p  
b ronch ia l  c a n c e r  is used  as a unit ,  
the  r isk  in  m ales  am o u n ts  to 2 1 for 
sl ight,  2.9 for m o d e ra te ,  5.2 for h e a v y  
and  9.4 fo r  excess ive  sm o k ers  w i th  
an a v e ra g e  of 5 1 for all  sm okers ,  and  
to 2 2 fo r  sm o k in g  w om en. T he  
abso lu te  low  n u m b e r  of n o n sm o k ers  
am o n g  th e  m a le  p o p u la t io n  is c o n ­
spicuous; it am o u n ts  to  4 to 8% of 
tiie total popula t ion .  Gases of lu n g  
can ce r  a m o n g  nonsm okers ,  p a r t i c u ­
la r ly  w o m en ,  do  no t  conti ad ic t  th e  
etiologic s ign if icance  of tobacco in

g e n e ra l ,  an d  the  p resen ce  of o th e r  
c a rc in o g e n ic  su b s tan ces  m u s t  b e  a d ­
m i t ted .

Carcinoma ami Throm bophlebitis'
M a n y  p h y s ic ia n s  who h ad  oc­

cas ion  to o b se rv e  p a t ien ts  w ith  
c a r c in o m a  of an  in te rn a l  o rg an ,  n o ­
ticed  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  of t h r o m ­
b o p h le b i t i s  in o ne  o r  m o re  s u p e r ­
ficial ve in s .  W. E. K e n n e y  (S u r g e ry ,  
14:600, 1943) p u b l i sh ed  a d e ta i le d  
s tu d y  of v ascu la r  lesions w h ich  w e re  
o b s e r v e d  in 51 cases  of c a rc in o m a  
of th e  p an c rea s .  R. E lm an  a n d  M. W. 
W h e a t  (G a s t ro e n te ro lo g y ,  26:149, 
1954) fo u n d  th a t  th e  p re s e n c e  of 
tire o rd i n a r y  ty p e  of m u l t ip le  t h r o m ­
bi p e r m i t t e d  an e a r ly  p r e o p e r a t iv e  
d ia g n o s is  in 22% of 157 co l lec ted  
cases  of c a rc in o m a  o f  th e  p an c reas .  
T h e r e  a r e  two typ es  of ca rc ino-  
g e n e t i c  th r o m b o p h le b i t i s :  o ne  is in ­
d i s t in g u is h a b le  f ro m  classical t h r o m ­
b o p h le b i t i s ;  th e  o th e r  p r e s e n ts  th e  
c h a ra c t e r i s t i c  les ions  of t h r o m b o ­
p h le b i t i s  m ig ra n s  ( th ey  a p p e a r  
g ra d u a l ly ,  su b s id e  w ith in  tw o  or 
m o r e  w eeks ,  a n d  w ith in  a s im i la r  
p e r io d  m a y  re c u r  in the  sa m e  o r  in 
n e ig h b o r in g  veins. F ev e r  a n d  leu -  
cocy to s is  p lay  a p a r t  in each f la re -up .  
S u p e r f ic ia l  v e in s  a re  p r e d o m in a n t ly  
in v o lv ed ,  d e e p e r  ve in s  occas iona lly  
a r e  im p l ica ted ) .  T h e  o c c u r re n c e  of 
e i t h e r  type ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in m a le s  
b e y o n d  th e  age of 35 years ,  su g g es ts  
th e  d iag n o s is  of v iscera l  c a rc in o m a  
u n t i l  p ro v e d  o therw ise .  P r o m p t  
r e co g n i t io n  of c i t h e r  of th ese  ty p es  
m a y  p e r m i t  de tec t io n  of c a rc in o m a  
m o n th s  e a r l ie r  th a n  m ig h t  b e  d is ­
c o v e re d  by  o th e r  d iagnostic  m e th o d s ,  
t l ius  a f fo rd in g  m o re  p ro m p t  u se  of 
p ro te c t iv e  an t ico ag u lan t  th e r a p y ,  
an d  p e rh a p s  m o re  successful s u r ­
gical p ro ced u re s .  U nsuccessful t r e a t ­
m e n t  of th ro m b o p h leb i t i s  by  o rd in -

’ It.  II.  l l m l n i m .  T h m i n l m p i i i H i i h s  Mi j j i . ms  
a n d  V i s e d  ill C u t c m o m . i  A u d i  l o t  ¡VW-cJ
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