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Quotes Cow'd from page 1

ance  managements  averages  un-
usually high, but ot may be well to
remind ourselves from tune to time
that the nterests of all msurance
companies demand the preservation
of these high standards.” Ray D,
Murphy, charrman of the board.
Equitable Life Assurance Society.

No greater sccurity . . . “There s
an alternative ilpplnzl('h to overcom-
g the complexaties of modern hfe,
and that s to mmerecase the predicta-
bility or the predetermmation of the
individual, There are few jobs
modern  sociely  where  so much
‘power to deade’ rests with the in-
dividual, as v the case of the life
underwnriter. This mmdividual can set
his own goals, his own pace, actually
decide his own meome and retire-
ment plans . .. or, indeed, whether
to retire at all. Such high predicta-
bility over his own destiny 15 what
gives the life underwriter ‘sceurity
with freedom™ S, . Hale, Mutual
of New York.

Age of change . .. “Nothing will kill
vour business ltke better methods in
the hands of a competitor. Today 1t
is both smait and fashionabie to
change. Even the traditiona) family
stability is boing affected as one
out of cvery five people move an-
nually from once place to another.
Major changes have taken place dur-
ing the past few vears in the tech-
niques used to scll and service life
mnsurancc. The carly do-it-vourselfl
agent is now becoming a  skilled
specialist with  elaborate  scientifi-
cally prepared sales aids More and
mere we are  cemphasizing living
insurance. We have stopped guessing,
and started testing This 1s a day of
researeh.” L. I, Floceher, executive
mce presudent. Home State Life
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. Asthma, Genetice
is confused. Risk for

cgyg lwins, 867
situation
child (one parent asthmatic) 13 per
cent of developing asthma, 7 per
cent of developing hay fcver

Mental deficiency.
200 to 1 1n 100

Incidence 1 in
empirical rates

for siblings of mental defectives are
approximately: up to 90 per cent

when both parenis arve defective, 40
per cent when one parent 1s defec-

Medical

Prognosis of the Suicidal Palient?®

To delermine the factors influenc-
ing the prognosis of the seriously
suicidal patient, an analvsis of the
case histories of 50 such patients
treated at the New York Hospital
Westchester Division was  under-
taken. In all cases, there was no
doubt of the ntensity of the suictdal
drive. Of the 50 patients included,
35% were in the manic-depressive
category; 259 were psychoneurotic;
22% were schizophrenie; 10% had
involutional phychoses, and the re-
mainder had cither a psychosis with
psychopathic personality or psycho-
pathic personality without psychosis.
Approximately 60% were considered
psychotic on admission.

A characlenristic  reactivation of
suicidal tendencies was found in 80%
of all patients. This occurred when
the patient was markedly improved
and came into contact once more
with the environment in which the
iliness began. The suicidal drive had,
therefore, notl completely subsided,
even when the patient was relatively
free from tension and was considered
convalescent. Suicidal gestures, m-
cluding  successful  attempts, took
place 1n the majordy of veactiva-

o M. Moss Prognosts of the Swicidal
Patient New York Academy of Med, Scct
of Newol  and Poyelual and New Yok

Newtol. Sociely Jomt Meeting wineh  was
held on May 10, 1953

1956

88  may,

tive Patent ductus arteriosus
Risk for siblings aboul 3 per cent of
having some congenital heart defect
Psoriasis.  Empirwcal risk fo
slb]lnrfs of affected-parents novmal,
2 1o 7 per cent; one parent affected,
9 to 20 per cent. Risk for childien
of affected parents 15 per cent’
These examples may suffice to
display the extent and the signifi-
cance of the contents of this book.

dives
Digest
tions. Management of this phase is

the most crucial aspect of therapy
and the chief prognostic factor for

the present illness. Recovery re-
quired a major change in the life

situation. Only three recovered cases
returned to the same environment
in which the illness arose without
fundamental changes in marital re-
lationships, employment, or psycho-
sexual  orrentation. The  follow-up
period averaged six and one-half
years for recovered cases and 4 years
for all cases. AL the time of the last
follow-up 50% were recovered and
20% much improved. 11 patients
died by swicide. Of these, 7 were re-
moved from the hospital against ad-
vice. These deaths occurred within
2 to 4 months alter removal from the
hospital. Four patients remained per-
manently  hospitalized, Of the 37
patients  considered recovered  or
much improved, 3 had a recurrence
of the suicidal tendencies and 6 had
subsequent psychiatric disorders.

Carcinoma of the Lung™

Cancer of the lung may be duc
to  occupabhonal  nhalation noxa:
radnun emanation  in association
with arsenic containing rock dust,
generator gases, asbestos dust (mag-
Carcmonia

IV Randig The Causation ol

ol the Lungs Questions and Answers Deu-
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nestum - silicate),  chromate  dust,
nickel dust. In Berlin, these causes
of lung cancer play no role. The
author analyzed the material of 30
hospital departments in West Berlin:
415 men and 33 women with bron-
chial cancer and a control group of
381 men and 131 women (study by
questionnaire).  Only  established
cases of lung cancer were included.
There was only a shght predomi-
nance of the right Jung, with 208 men
and 17 women, as compared to 195
men and 10 women with involve-
ment of the left lung. The question-
naire regards tobacco consumption
extended over a 20-year period. Non-
smokers comprised 1.2% of the male
cancer group and 5.8% of the male
control group. A consumption of 1
to 4 cigarettes were reported by 3.1%
of the cancer group and 7.3% in the
control group. 5 to 9 cigarettes in
15,7 and 26.0%, respectively; 10 to
19 cigarettes in 45.8% and 43.0%,
respectively; 20 or more cigaretles
m 34.2 and 17.9% respeetively. The
differences are statistically signifli-
cant at the Ievel of 3.5 times and 5
times the mean error for the group
of nonsmokers and heavy smokers,
respeetively. In the female cancer
group, the percentages were: 51.5,
3.0, 36.4, 6.1 and 30 for the 5 groups
of smoking ntensity, respectively,
and in the control group 70.3, 16.9,
9.9, 3.8 and 0.0, respectively, When
the risk of a nonsmoker 1o develop
bronchial cancer is used as a unit,
the risk in males amounts to 21 for
stight, 2.9 for moderale, 5.2 for heavy
and 9.4 for cxcessive smokers with
an average of 51 for all smokers, and
to 22 for smoking women. The

absolute low number of nonsmokers
among the male population is con-
spicuous; 1t amounts to 4 to 8% of
the total population. Gases of lung
cancer among nonsmokers, particu-
larly women, do not conlradict the
ctiologic sigmificance of tobacco in

general, and the presence of other
carcinogenice substances must be ad-
mitied.

Carcinoma and Thrombophlebitis™

Many physicians who had oc-
casion Lo observe  patients  with
carcinoma of an internal organ, no-
ticed the development of throm-
bophlebitis in one or more super-
ficial veins. W, E. Kenney (Surgery,
14:600, 1943) published a detailed
study of vascular lesions which were
observed in 51 cases of carcinoma
of the pancreas. R. Elman and M. W,
Wheat (Gastroenterology, 26:149,
1954) found that the presence of
the ordinary type of multiple throm-
bi permitted an ecarly preoperative
diagnosis in 22% of 157 collected
cases of carcinoma of the pancreas.
There arve two lypes of carcino-
genetic thrombophlebitis: one is in-
distinguishable from classical throm-
baphlebitis; the other presents the
characteristic lesions of thrombo-
phlebitis migrans  (they appear
gradually, subside within two or
more weeks, and within a similar
period may recur in the same or in
ncighboring veins. Fever and leu-
cocytosis play a part in cach [larce-up.
Superficial veins are predominantly
involved, deeper veins occasionally
arce implicated). The occurrence of
either type, particularly in males
beyond the age of 35 years, suggests
the diagnosis of visceral carcinoma
until  proved otherwise. Prompt
recognition of cither of these types
may permit detection of carcinoma
months earlier than might be dis-
covered by other diagnostic methods,
thus affording more prompt use of
protective  anticoagulant  therapy,
and perhaps more successful  sur-
gical procedures. Unsuccessful treat-
ment of thrombophlebitis by ordin-

'Ry L Duchas, Thrombophlehitis Magrans

and Viscetal Catemona Avelhv It Med
3 380, September 1955
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