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{h To Chemical May Damage

| u-m chemlcal—-thlrhubéen Jinked to cancer

#umonz wor[(g ho afs exposed o it, ap-
< parently a.lld ;L.I

4 ‘after exposure {o ¥inyl chloride, ;' . - .

4 spontaneous— abortiony ™~ Thus, .

'known‘
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'NEW ' YORK —Vinyl “chigride,” the indus-

69 & higher: incldeiice 'thian
normal of mi scqﬂhm aumong. the workers'
wives, * joverfinrent ' reakmhep “Fepotted.
TH 6" the “reason is’ that vinyl

xtudynt-lt tammea i wmclx thn bui-
Eb@nda workedidh phats that.procesadd vinyl
chioride: intnsthe widely: used .pisstie . poly-
winyt chloriaWsdd PVEL. showed:-Omit preg-
nancies wers.fwice a3.likely;to end in spon-
tandour-abartion. as ¢o with ummu.
whose .husbatda~worked: i’ industriss. with
Hiti& or: ‘rayivimylchtoride exposure:The re-
Eumheu alsocompared *!fetal wastage'’ tn

began worlointhe PVC. plant:and found that
the.: miscarridge; rate- was mors. than.-2.5
uma: greater in-pregnancies that occurred

Previous- studiea of the eftect of. vinyl
chloride on the outcome of, pregnarnicies’in-
volving " persone who® had been Jexposed to
vinyl chiride have heen hindered becaise
there aren’t'any good national records om
"the irate- at
which miacarﬂqo occun' mrmiuy !m'*

“So the, government - mou‘ehcrh ut up n
"control" group conlisung of 113 families tn

trol group were carefully matched for.age,
as it's known that tetal wutuqu greater in
older couples.. ..

. The atudy ‘was. conducted by sclentists
from the National Institute for- Qccupational
Safety and Health, or NIOSH, and from the
Center for Disease Control, or CDC, both
units-of the Department .of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare and from the School of

Carolina. It was first prescnted at a scien-
tific meeting In Czechoslovakia last October
and has been submitted for publication In
the British medical journsl, The Lancet,

The study wasan't relegsed in this coun-
try, however, until Ralph Nader's Health

! Wbrkem, %

the tamilies. hefore snd: after the: husbunds).
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the U8 govemmmt ynder the li‘reedqm c&*
Information Act. The * Health Ru\m-e!n
Group then distributed the report as the En- %
vironmental Protection Agency opéited hear: "
ings, on propoaals to Hmit, vinyl chlorldo n
émissions’ from PVC plants. ' M1 . ¢ 3

: Pravious government regulutiom bi.vo .

placed limits on the amount of vingl. chio:lqc fq

to’ whiclf’ workers inside . planté can-Ba ‘ex-i: .

posed, and use of the gas is restricted in {
¢onsumer produycts,
based on studied that bave linked some 50
cases of a rare lHver cancer to vinyl chioride -
In'BVC workers around tha'world.

' The new study” ipeculates that vinyl .
chloride may damage the sperm cells of the -_
workers, ‘causing a higher number- of de+ "«
formed fetuses that dre spontanecusly
aborted. They noted that other studies have;
shown winyl chloride and its mcu.houteld?

{chemicals created when ride.s: "
‘passes through the y) caus g
mittate In the test tul er studies have v .

[} exceia mommo breaks, ln th.‘ﬂ'fj
ells of vinyl chloride workers. - .. .. 1.

especially aergsols, ,-

" One df the authord of ‘the cumnt ltudy, 1‘? .

Péter F. Ihtante of NIQOSH, previcusly toundv'
that birth defects of the' cemzal nervous sys- - ©
tfm were, aignificantly higher in thres.Ohlo ...
communiuu where, PVC. ia. manufactur

from vinyl-chlorids. Howwer. CDG sciens,
tists who looked at hia Tesuits were unable

to. link the higher rate of birth defécts lpo-,.;i"

clncnlly to vinyl chloride... -

1

scientitic and public health concern for, the -
posaible genetic rieks of vinyl chloride to hus °
mans,” the’ govemment lt':iemml3 cone -
cluded,. ..~ . .
The new. findings aren t unexpeoud Pre-.
vious research has shown that hospital-oper:
ating-room personnel~who are exposed to -
high leveis of anesthetic gasey that are
cheinically similar to vinyl chloride—have x
. {higher incidence of spontaneous abortion, !
birth defects in o!!spring, cancer and lver
and kidney diuue *x

Research Group demanded a copy from

Jwhich the husbdnds worked with Tubber or|t— — !
}| fashioned PVC ints tintshed products (where
.| expasure to vinyl chloride 4a. minimal). The
*j group exposed. to vinyl chioride and the con-

“The increased occurrence of | um mor- “"“" ol
tality among wives of workers subsequent to M
vinyl chloride exposure now raises serious o

pa)‘, -wa/ Copiey . _
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