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ToxininMilk |
Still Causing
. Controversy'

Weshngten Post Servies.
Washington £ A panei of fed-
eral and private health special-
ists has gun accused of being
“very misieading’’ In con-
cluding that mothers can con-
tinue to breast-feed their
babies despite contamination of
thetr ok by n toxic industrial |
ed PCBs.

chemical cai {
Department of Heaith, )
Education, and Welfare Com- !
" mittee to Coordinate Toxicology |
on PCBs in Mothers' Milk'
“failed to adequately deal with
the issue' at a meeting here on
Sept. 23, sccording (o a joint
statement issued by Dr. Joseph
Wighland of the Environmentat
ense Fund and Stephanie
Harris of the Heaith Research
Group. .

Adverse Effects

PCBs, which concentrate in
fatty tissue and remain there
for years, first came into wide
ee in the 19308, mainly in elec-
trical equipment,

Not until the mid-1900s did
researchers discover that PCBs
- lorinated biphenyls —

contaminated the air, wa-
ter and soil of all industrialized
. countries,

Last week, Monsanto Chem-
ical Co., the only American
manufacturer, announced that
"It was ending production.

HEW convened the com.

Objections
i In & letter to HEW Secreta
. David Mathews, Highiand ang
RPris objected to the com.
) -Sltion of the committes,
! saying it was labeled “‘sxpert"
but included pediatricians and
:n;cnnm eq:n Pl'n the toxicity
s nor of chemicall 3
enally. g

They aiso protested “the lack
' of opportunity for discussion’
by members of the public at the
committee mesting,
nonprofit organization
representatives aiso made
points: .
,-The committee’s con.
were those “‘of the

mittee after the E
Protection Afency reported
finding PCBs in 7 of 80 sam-
Y(ﬂ milk fat from mothers in
1 states.

| The average
.. was 1.8 parts per

In baby rhesus monkeys
nursed by their mothers with
milk contaminated by as iittie
23 4 to§ ppm, skin discoloration
and other adverse effects oc-

The bables fm when
weaned, but behavorial and
learn!

E

is finding, made

" by University of Wisconsin pa-

ist James R. Allen, the

HEW committee imme-

diate studies to etermine,

among other things, whether

the harm possibly caused by

PCBs 10 breast-fed babies in-

cluded learning dissbilities or
hyperactivity.

 chairman alone,” did not have
“afflrmative support’’ from
ommitiee members and con-
sequently should not be ranked

—Although several federa)
officials on the commitiee ad-
visad women who are or might
Someday be pregnant not (o eat
wport fish identified as PCB
carriers, the committee Iy
nored a Fish and Wildiife Serv.
ice official in the audience

e data indicated ‘‘the

: Widespread incidence of PCBs

" o ali fresh water figh, "

—Because the data on breast.

ludlu with PCB-con.
taminated milk are top

0 permit accurate measure-

ment of benelits and risks, the

committee “could not” have
given sound advice and should
not have taken a position.
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