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"unleashed on an unsuspecting world": The Asbestos
information Association and Its Role in Perpetuating a
National Epidemic.
Markowitz Gl, Rosner D1.

Abstract

Examining previously underused corporate documents, we
revisit the story of the Asbestos Tnformation
Association/North america, an industry trade group that
sought in the early 1970s to counteract the growing public
attention to, and government regulation of, asbestos as a
serijous threat to workers and consumers. From the mid-1960s
through the early 1970s, according to its own spokesperson,
asbestos was exposed as "probably the most hazardous
industrial material ever unleashed on an unsuspecting
world." In retrospect, thousands of 1ives may have been
saved if the Asbestos Tnformation Association had publicly
Jcknowledged this earlier. (Am J public Health. publ1ished
online ahead of print February 18, 2016; el-e7.

doi:10.2105/AJPH.2015.303023).
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