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July 18, 1956

Mr. Manfred Bowditch 
Lead In d u s tr ie s  A sso c ia tio n  > 
li20 Lexington Avenue 
New York 17, New York

Dear Manfred:

H enceforth , I  s h a l l  have no th ing  f u r th e r  to  say on th e  su b jec t o f  
Dr. G ie ss e l .  Reading h is  l e t t e r  o f  Ju ly  5 to  th e  B a tte ry  Company, 
however, impels me to  f i r e  one f i n a l  sh o t.

I f  I  i n te r p r e t  th e  im p lica tio n s  o f t h i s  l e t t e r  c o r re c t ly ,  we have 
here  a ra th e r  c la s s ic  example o f th e  w orst type o f m a il-o rd e r 
m ed ic ine. In  essence, t h i s  i s  th e  s i tu a t io n :  On th e b a s is  o f  a 
s in g le  la b o ra to ry  t e s t  and a p p aren tly  w ithou t b e n e fi t  o f h is to ry  
o r  p h y s ica l exam ination, a p h y s ic ian  i s  adv ising  a layman to  
ad m in is te r a d rug . The drug has been shown to  b e ^ p o ten t ia l ly  
dangerous, w h ile  th e  mode o f  a d m in is tra tio n  i s  ofJq u estio n ab le  
e f fe c t iv e n e ss  ( th e se  two fa c to rs  may can ce l each o th e r o u t) .  
Presumably, th e  p h y s ic ian  in  th e  case  w i l l  le a rn  the  r e s u l ts  o f 
t h i s  s o -c a l le d  trea tm en t by means o f  ano ther la b o rato ry  t e s t  s ix  
months l a t e r .  I t  i s  q u i te  obvious to  me th a t  th is  is  about as f a r  
as one can ge t from e i th e r  th e  h ea lin g  a r t  o r  th e  pra c t ic e  o f  
i n te l l i g e n t  p rev en tiv e  m edic ine.

I  do no t know w hether D r. G iesse l became a member o f th e  Founders' 
Group o f  th e  O ccupational M edicine Branch o f  th e  American Board o f  
P reven tive  M edicine. I f  he d id  no t and i f  he subsequently  a p p lie s  
fo r  membership, I  w i l l  su re ly  b la c k b a l l  him.

Frances and I  a re  going shopping in  A lbuquerque F r id ay  and we w i l l  
p luck  Red Johnstone from th e  Super C h ief th a t  noon. He and I  w i l l  
t r a v e l  up to  th e  m eeting on Sunday and a f te r  th e  m eeting on Monday 
he w i l l  re tu rn  d i re c t  to  Los A ngeles. N e ith er Lem McGee nor Paul 
R ichards w i l l  be ab le  to  jo in  u s .  You can be su re , however, th a t  
your name w i l l  f re q u e n tly  be  taken  in  v a in  over th e  week end.

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

/ s /  Tom

. THOMAS L. SHIPMAN, M. D .,
H ealth  D iv is io n  Leader
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