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 ASBESTCS - POTENTIAL CAUSE OF CANCER

—

_ ! Today's newspapers carried articles rxeporting on
-+ ;. research into the question of asbestos as a. cause R
= ~ of cancer. . The report very strongly suggests hat'F T EO
i those who work with asbestos have a better than SO% .. . . . 7 .
' chance of 'dying of" cancer and one. chance in flve of ool e
!  dying. from lung cancer. o o : L s
v . - vt - » . )
_ . . Thxs report 1s, no doubt, recezvzng wxde publzcatzon S e
- . and can be productlve of substantzal employee relatxons

<:-_ - : prcblems for us..

: 1__fIt Seems to me that we would be well advzsed to know
7w 1 as nuch about this research as possible, to know
7 <. - - .  whether there are any preventive measures (either

c e ‘operationally or with our employees) that can and

. I". should be:taken = = and“to consider.a course of

.+ action as a Companv = = as: an industry.

. This memo is 1ntended to alert all of us to-'a

. potentially serious problem and to stimulate socze

- .positive action so that’ we shall not be caught

T unprepa"eé- . S \—
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Asbestos Dust CalledaHazarcl . %‘ {"- o '\\L'*_Fg‘-::" . c:’! ‘ @
| | To at Least One-Fourth of U. S . . \:' e Ny lead s - ok
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Asbumg ‘dust, which has xl-lsu-ucuon workers a.nd their
jteady been  coanccted vnth. {amiliex, . .
'the development of atal caa., According to ‘the firdlngs of

If vou work with asbestos. youy present {n the luncs of st Ien:t
have & more than 307 chance of { one fourth of the urban popuia-
dying of cancer and one chance({tion of the U

-half in five of dving of lung cancer. Mount Sinai :eumuu found
! -cer In oge of ' asbestos three recent limited studles, the; Dr. Irving J. Selikoff, head of|gmong aslestos insulation worke
i 'workers. may be a potemkial dangers might extend to thej the Mount Sinai Hospital Division e recently six. to seven umz:
e heuu; hazard for one-quarter general population. The studies,: of Environmental \(cdlcmt. n-
,0f the. population or more, it Which {nvolved autopsies on, - ported yesterday. - |
‘was reported yastadzy.. . 1,100 persons in three citles.: th;hb;?i?: ':‘l:) b; "d‘d"‘:‘n:: o
This. prc'_...muy f1ading was showed that 23 per cent of that T aute pb“h hm:\.u .rna;l:.wo off l .
Jdescribed by De.irving I Seli-;people had asbestos lodged ln. - mabestos-shreds and.some foreizn | {i
"kotf 1n azsucceing the cstabujther Jungs, - . cirarets_ use asbestos in_thar| |I*
lushment <! ap. environmen:al; Dr. Selikoff . explained Lhat- Lilters. Many Worid War IT gas) |-
Jhealth laboratury at ;;om-t.he studies had used a “crudes- . Tnasks also had them in° um: 8
'Slnu Koszital, T3 lab technique™ -that disclosed onivj - - filters. ;
" fwin =2 1aboratoryungse asbestos fibers that had! - "Set Tp a Laboratory
Vill © furtaer isvestizate thie'yecome coated by an lromeneh: ..
dangers 10.man of asbestos. .andipiemal while - lodzed . in thel 2ount Sinai announced forma-
e jother: umxonmenu.l contanu- . elinec iquet - tion of su environmentsal health
lungs. A more refined techniquet -, : !
mants. - now shows that many pcmns-.. Jatoratery which will try to as-|{.
Dr. Selikoff  sal the !!nklharb" ‘noncoated:. ©" "sess the danger to the generzl
W - asbestos tx- : i
between cancer ard ”““m"'bers ax well, he said. . population, as twell aa Aaine
had led' him to suspect that; -« dustrial occupations,
other minern! dusts. thas con-- * New Study Started . Earlier research there linked| .
taminate both urbar and rusal' Dr, Selikoff and his cnl. : asbesics exposure . to several{’
alr might ercate medical haz-ilezgues at the few labaratory: varietics of cancer, and x. states
ards for the puolic. shave started a taree-ycar study ment from the hospital noted
' The new I*bora:ory will be ia which tacy will: - thai sonie asbestos fibers may be
( :::e% byJ Dr!., E_.:hko(t wno. 4Examine, with. the -de- ; ] m\'u.nsx.m..\r
f. Jacob iurg, faund ceased’'s family's approval the —_—== Spepepepe—n
Sythat ashestos workers eventue'lung tissuc of the from 3.000 to . - f‘ /‘=‘~ o "':':'.’SC(
: ﬁh’ sno“cldd.\xx L <«CVen tir:ics 4,000 persons expected to dic in.. -..-.<_.'.. \.k.:.:_-- e A
€ normal deaih rate fron: jung e next two years at. dount: - Ve B = el NFEWE Zot Dick Corkery
€ancer anq three umies the 207 Sina; Stmhurst Hospiaal-and® 0 - Bemssmasocs’, wiosd, vl "Dr. ‘Irﬂnz Y. Selikolf 3¢ press
el death mate from eancer of Vutorans Haspial In the Brozx. - g s s S oiocine, iy | B0 JEOOR & BCURIL L e
e ;t&r:a‘\: culun ;x‘xxd recim. Tae cd!ucwrs ‘;nn luo): d(or bx.:..' R -] J‘“,‘,,,.;’;': :;,;_ ar a2 } _ ye> )
L r Wuriiess ecteld - cuated as well 35 coated asdes- VYated by sir-Contam.z -:; the “es “udu rat of 1un an
- Dr. Selixaif- =ot.4 thar e Wos fibers in the tissues. EERR ol Gy T cciscats erer. ree lcer an? thrice the :ormal gtee o
S={dangers oi <nosure ta ub‘s os GLook for correlations bee -~ laiez droncnisl tudes, LNICE 4RG DEIOL [ aapcer of tha. ltomxch 01 an
*[duse’ were £.t idnuldg to i:.:o tween the causes of deaus and - Tervove thick. :::‘:-:c‘ 3'::':5".;."& e, rectum colon
* .|who work dirscity” with s Lt presence of asbestos fibers: - alv cases Drea LR i U . : :
ubiquiteus sulazgs and .Slae iR fungtissues ’ S S I —_— -
matenal. Tas dzsgacs, he sacd, - SDeterm:une the oc:upztxonah . . ‘e . : .. e
. extend 3 woarkers ig “conizs.- h.st.ory of the deceased and theiry -« = 7 coecy e e st T :
o 10US traG25™ suck as, other con. Toiadlves and. other pertinent: N SR C LR e
—————rr — “a0k5round information. : < : ' : )
° Asbestas is & fibrous miresal B AR
* aizhly valued for {ts nsncor- o ) A
L ; . rosive and long-wearing prope . S e T S S
. ’ o ‘. ) erties. In add:tion t3 {ts rommon @ ey e e R s S
. L B e use as 2 fireprool niaterial, D=, B S ; N - : .
¢ . .Seltko(f said. asbestos makes up - Lo i e - - .
‘about 50 per cent of adtpialz: ; e T . .
~ |itle and is used In dental cement., . ) : : ST
‘brake llnings. plastics, bees fil.f o e . D - .
. ‘ters, gas masks and paper. Untl! * T . =
.. Jilast year, some schools used. * .
lubesws dust (nxtead of sand: .
. . ifor culdren.to play in. { . « . . R
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Study Links
u Y LiInAs
Asbestos -
. T € uancer B
_ ‘2% By Ead Uball"
_ . . s . ' .- Science Editor .
S o T e es Sc!enu.-.u have known for
AR e T e “l. long. time that. sidestos
T e A L A ._-..- was bad for -your Jungs. Now
b . .. ..a. stucy of New' Yooz City
L .. ~« o workers, both roolecs | and
R .t e % .Insulation  blowers, reveals
R ool e "that exposure to thz ramneral’).
i .. & il-sends  luazecancer deawn !
le's - . Tales akyrocxellss, T e

Shah @n ey,

e —ap— e

— e o — .
- Tt cp sima -

The fsurcs—zathesed by
‘doctors 2t Moutnt Sinat Kose
pllal—show that such worke -

" ers have eight tirces the lung-
cancer <2ath rate as would
<. be expecied {a a2 non-expoud

;' © populalen... .. .

Syove -

<ZJren four ilmes the risk of
getting cancer in other parts
. of the bocy,-with cancer of
- the coloa particularly singled
‘oue, For all other - diseases,
e inswation workers have:
thic same ceath rate 23 the
Test of the population. .
Tucse findings were (ente
puasized yesieccay by Dr.
Irvias O, SelikoZ, head of
MMt Sinal's Division of Envie
§ Tonxenial Medicine, on the
. oceasion - of the establish-
“._* ment ol an environmental.
. heaith laboratory in the hose
f2z.. - Tae laboratory has
seozived zrants totalinz -$324.«
O:Ic from the United States
ublle Health Sorvice and
tthe New York City Xesith
.Besez.rcn Counctl, g
-. Dz, Selikof alta ofnted i
oL
sams o HeEhten the effecss
ol the ashestos. Among 130
e exposed to asbestas 20
Yea.rsS or more who were rcne
amo. kers, 2e found one lunge
.canc.ec death among 310
~amol {33, 21 such deaths,
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that cizartette smoxing.i

-1 More suprisingly. ‘the smd- o -
Jdes reveal that such workers . -
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